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Appreciation of mountains
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Lights and shadows of Jinbian Crag
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Appreciate natural miracles, and return

back to the innermost recess of your heart

Appreciate natural miracles, and return

back to the innermost recess of your heart

The mountains of Zhangjiajie are full of life.

After a journey of 380 million years, Zhangjiajie is still so young and lovely. So, | have to admire her life miracle
with infinite piety.

| cannot imagine how the sun 380 million years ago stroked this lonely planet with its golden ray.

| cannot imagine how the coastline of the Middle Devonian would meander along the land in the northwest of Hunan
Province.

| cannot imagine how the aged rivers would bring a deposit of quartz sand as thick as 1000 meters within 100 million
years.

But | have to believe that what the geologists have said are all real---

About 200 million years ago, the sudden Yanshan Movement began to agitate the earth. The earth’s crust grew here,
and diminished there. The coastline went gradually eastward. The quartz sand that had formed rocks slowly surfaced the
sea, upward until an altitude of 1300 meters.

After the earth crust’s change stabilized about 100 million years ago, the nature began to process the quartz sand in
an elaborate manner by means of weathering, water erosion and gravity in its grand workshop. In fact, it was creating its
peerless masterpiece— “Wuling Peaks Forest” consisting of 3103 peaks.

| do not understand how the nature would afford 380 million years of passion and patience for this.

Maybe, it was trying to establish a long—lasting memorial for itself.

Maybe, it was really intentionally leaving us a wonderful museum.

Some say that stones are lifeless. | don’ t believe that.

Undoubtedly, those tree—like stone peaks and columns are lives full of fresh and blood.

Some of them are like warriors holding halberds armored for a ferocious battlefield.

Some of them are like traps full of sharp knives ready for fighting with enemies looming large.

Jinbian Crag, towering and sharp—pointed, stands there like a tall warrior. With a long copper sword in hand pointing
upwards to the blue sky, the warrior looks at the fleeting clouds with arrogant eyes.

The much wrinkled “Spouse Crag”, like husband and wife leaning against each other, has been braving millions of
years of vicissitudes.

Ohi This is “Qianli Xianghui”1 The husband who has been on an expedition and now is in high caps and long robes
finally gets a reunion with his wife who is growing stout. Hands in hands and tears in their eyes, the two look at each
other, and all the emotions and longings of them stop at this moment.

Is it the famous “Wanglang Peak”? It takes me just a short journey of 400 meters along the touring passage, but it
changes you from a maiden into a frail, and from a middle—aged woman into an old woman. Is your life so ephemeral?
Noi This is just montage employed by the nature to showcase your tragic life in a finite space. The round rock cave on
the cliff opposite you has been telling us all the story. | don’t know where your long—cherished pal is. Neither do you.
Maybe, he has turned into a pile of bones on the battlefield, and is gradually decaying in the bloody setting sun; maybe,
he has also turned into a rock, and has been looking far from the distance to you for millions of years.

| once plodded in the deep and serene canyons and forest of Zhangjiajie, and expected an amazing encounter with the
enigmatic  “Beishui Chicken”. Though | was not fortunate enough to experience the exciting moment, | believe this
intelligent being must be gazing at me curiously not far away rearing the bulging sac under its neck.

| once in reverence watched Wuling Pine like a potted landscape on the cliffs of Zhangjiajie repeatedly.

At a place where nothing seems able to take root, it reaches out its soft and fine roots, clings to the cliff closely,
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and then uplifts its green banner of life in a faltering way; at a place where nothing seems able to grow, it imbibes the
essence of heaven and earth, and conveys the nutrition of life through its special—purpose roots. Maybe, it is not upright;
maybe, it is not gigantic. The rigorous environment makes it prostrate, but who can deny its shocking tenacity and
brawniness like men of Tujia Nationality.

| once fiddled with the water of Jinbian Creek gently. The water running through my fingers is like shapeless air, and
the fish in the creek swim lightly like birds. The water, like the breast milk of the mountains, runs through trees, grasses
and rocks. Spotless, natural and peaceful, the water keeps its purity and serenity, and even furious thunderbolts and crazy
rains are unable to change this.

In this way, countless lives thrive in the fertile land of Zhangjiajie, and numerous treasures shine in the paradise of
Zhangjiajie.

On a sunny and cool summer day, | came close to Gongtong King, world’s biggest living fossil with and brawniness
like men of Tujia Nationality.

| once fiddled with the water of Jinbian Creek gently. The water running through my fingers is like shapeless air, and
the fish in the creek swim lightly like birds. The water, like the breast milk of the mountains, runs through trees, grasses
and rocks. Spotless, natural and peaceful, the water keeps its purity and serenity, and even furious thunderbolts and crazy
rains are unable to change this.

In this way, countless lives thrive in the fertile land of Zhangjiajie, and numerous treasures shine in the paradise of
Zhangjiajie.

On a sunny and cool summer day, | came close to Gongtong King, world’s biggest living fossil with a height of nearly
30 meters, and a diameter of trunk up to 1.5 meters. Looking at the crown of the tree with a coverage of 600 m2, my
heart was filled with astonishment and bewilderment. | looked and smiled at a lovely giant salamander in a pond. Its round
head, stout hands, clumsy figure and nocturnal crying remind people of their childhood.

Here are found 44 rare plants and 26 national level two protected animals, and they are the soul of Zhangjiajie.

Walking in the wonderland of Zhangjiajie, people often feel lucky to witness so many things rare, at the same time,
they cannot helping ask why God favors this land.

“Wonderful in both mountains and waters, and all—inclusive” may be most appropriate to describe Zhangjiajie. Here are
a full array of mountains, waters, caves, clouds, trees and rocks, and all of them are top landscapes in the whole world.
Therefore, people praise Zhangjiajie in such profuse words as “classical mountains and waters”, and “all—inclusive beauty
spots” .

Wauling Mountain represents the wonder of Zhangjiajie, while Tianmen Mountain represents the rarity of Zhangjiajie. At
the end of 1999, “Going Through Tianmen—Forging Forward to the 21st Century” world acrobatic flying tournament was
aired live all over the world, making Tianmen Mountain, 7 km in the south of Zhangjiajie City, a household name in a night.

Jinbian Creek represents the serenity of the water of Zhangjiajie, while Maoyan River represents the viciousness of the
water of Zhangjiajie. As the pioneer of China’s tourism drifting, Maoyan River is still glowing with the vitality of youth
till this day. Looking at the dinghies drifting among waves, and listening to the joyous exclaims, | understand that people
are really beyond themselves by indulging in mountains and waters.

Huanglong Cave represents the refinement of the caves of Zhangjiajie, while Jiutian Cave represents the majesty of the
caves of Zhangjiajie. Every time in the deep and serene caves, | will be troubled by my illusion. am | in the dark hell
or in the flexible and untouchable paradise? Look at those stalactites row after row, some of them are like ferocious devils
with protruding teeth, gaping eyes, and deafening howls; some of them are like lovely angels, singing happily and joyfully.
In the Dragon Palace of Huanglong Cave with an area of 800 m2, the Dinghai Shenzhen towering 21 meters takes the lead
in the 1700 diversified stone columns in forming a colossal matrix; in the Palace of Jiutian Cave with an area of 800 m2,
thousands of stone columns stand between the heaven and the earth, and forms a gigantic forest shadowing the sun---

In the setting sun, | love to stand by the flickering Li River quietly, and try to savor the splendor, solitude,
helplessness and new life of this land.

| see the ancestors of Zhangjiajie walk out of the firelight made with paleolith, and lit the first campfire in Zhujiatai
of Sangzhi County by Li River.

| see the ancestors of Zhangjiajie walk out of the debris of worn potteries, and shoot at running game at Gurendi of
Yongding District .

| see Huandou, the “villain” exiled by Shun, plod along, and once again erected the flag of his tribe in Chongshan
in the south of Li River,

| see the distracted Nan King who has lost his kingdom together with his last concubine, and buried his dream of
reestablishing his kingdom at Nan King Mountain under the foot of Chongshan.
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| see Gui Guzi, proud and aloof, come towards me, and write his literature in the Guigu Cave in Tianmen Mountain
in seal character; | see Qu Yuan, worried and indignant, sail and recite his poems in Li River; | see Zhang Liang,
transcendent, he is talking with his teacher Huang Shigong at Huangshizhai.

| see unyielding and robust Xiang Shancheng, Xiang Dakun and Qin Hou of Tujia walk towards me, and behind them
is a troop in ragged clothes and fury.

| see agile and brave armies of Tujia, on their bodies are covered with the dust deposited from ferocious battles in
Zhejiang and Jiangsu, and in their faces are written the pride in the first victory in wars fighting Japanese; | see the famous
general Sun Kaihua who is famous for his fighting French, and on his bier is the profuse inscription by Emperor Guangxu.
| see Du Xinwu, bodyguard of Sun Zhongshan, with endless legends and enigmatic Kung Fu.

| see He Long, pioneer of the PRC, in cloth clothing and straw sandals, march towards me, lead Faction Two of the
Red Army, fight hard in the west of Hunan and Hubei for eight years, and contribute to his countess legends. | see He Ying,
the first female guerrilla of the Communist Party of China, and turn herself into the red azalea all over the mountains in
the Martyrs’ Cemetery. | see He Mangu, unyielding in the torture of lynch.

The history is a long river---

The indigent Tujia people are still nourished with culture, and the salvage and wild Zhangjiajie has never been lacking
in the enlightenment of civilization.

The houses of Tujia are full of splendor even when they have experienced emotionless rains and wind. delicate, but
they are inspiring, scraggy, but they are tenacious.

With dazzling dancing, Tujia people express their humor, joy, romance and stories.

With long—protracted tunes full of tragedy factors, Dayong Yangxi gives a vent to catharsis of the events of Zhangjiajie
people, and its emotional tone will touch the heart of all people.

Maybe, the old Tujia men singing folk songs are illiterate, but, this will not prevent them from eloquence when they
recite their lovely youth in much admiring words.

Smart Tujia girls love to express their emotions on their looms. The strong color of “Xilankapu”™ (brocade of Tujia)
presents an interesting contrast to the shyness and connotation of the girls.

Tujia boys love to play with heavy stone locks in a relaxed manner, and air their pride with Qigong.

Tujia people live in courage and uprightness. Love and hate can be found in their faces. Sacrifice all you have for your
friends, otherwise, let’ s say goodbye forever.

Tujia people live in heroic manner. They love to pour bowls of spirit and meat into their stomachs, and transform them
into the redness in their faces and grand eloquence.

Tujia people live in romance. At wedding ceremonies, they cry, are they trying to reveal some profound philosophies
by doing so?

Tujia people live in abundance. They make delicious preserved hams, sausages, rice spirits, dried vegetables, pickles,
and cakes.

At the end of the 1950's, that hungry age, my elders came to Zhangjiajie Forestry Center (now Zhangjiajie National
Forestry Park), and began to plant trees just to keep their body and soul together. They had never imagined this place full
of their toils and solitude would later become a beauty spot attracting countless tourists,

At the end of the 1970's, Mr. Wu Guanzhong, a famous painter, reluctantly came to Zhangjiajie. However, he would

become an adorer of Zhangjiajie when he came out of the mountains. On Jan. 1, 1980, the painter published his article

“Unknown Beauty” on Hunan Daily, and blazed the trail for large—scale tourism in Zhangjiajie.

Tourism has made an unprecedented upheaval in Zhangjiajie. setup of China’ s first national forestry park; entry into
the Catalog for World’ s Natural Heritages; One of China’ s First Batch of Geological Parks, One of World" s First Batch
of Geological Parks, and One of China’ s 40 Best Beauty Spots. The annual number of tourists reached 500 thousands
persons /times in 1990, 5 million persons/times in 2000, 8 million persons/times in 2003, and 10 million persons/times
in 2004 .

Tourism has greatly advanced the development of Zhangjiajie. In the past 20 years, Zhangjiajie, with the support of
the Central Government, has invested over RMB10 billion to improve railways, highways, air aviation, communications and
urban construction. As a result, its railways are able to reach over 10 tourism cities, its air aviation has witnessed over
40 destinations, its expressways are soon to be put into operation, its mobile communications has achieved a penetration
rate up to 1794, its urban area has been expanded by 10 times, and its daily reception capacity has reached 60 thousand
persons:-+

Over 380 million years ago, a haphazard change of the earth gave birth to the unique Wuling Peaks Forest today. 380
million years later, the desire of human being’s return back to the nature makes Zhangjiajie an inevitable choice of tourism.
Maybe, the people of Zhangjiajie who experienced thousands of years of indigence have been waiting for such a day.
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