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SEAGTIER Misty rain over the Qingshuijiang River
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A SPIRITUAL JOURN

uizhou,short for  ‘Qian’ , lies on an ancient
and mysterious plateau.In the past progress here
was slow due to its isolation from the outside
world.Old fraditional conventions abounded.Awe
of nature,dependence on Nature and great aspi-
rations to conquer it,nourished people's sense of
social values and helped form their ethical
codes,which were understood,accepted and fol-
lowed by people of all nationalities in Guizhou. Jour-
neying back info the past,we shall unfold the pass-
ing moments of this eternal history.

Due to its varied striking land formations and
mild humid climate,Guizhou proved to be a wise
choice of the ancestors of ethnic groups as a cradle
for their growth.Remains from olden times provide
valuable reminders of the heroic feats of these an-
cient forebears, When the time came for human civi-
lization to undertake dramatic growth,and human
beings’ wisdom began to enjoy free play,our world
was plunged info a foundamental change.Swirling
and swelling,it is now experiencing new
ideas, procedures,revolutions,temptations,puzzles,
births and deaths, all rich, colourful,and magnificent!
There has been a clash and a fusion between the
old and the new.The old fraditional conventions are
losing their value, while new ones are stumbling out
of the cradle into this world. It is @ common
occurence that the most isolated and the most re-
mote are the most sensitive to the new. Guizhou,a
dormant giant, is now awakening!Spring has brought
him vitality and ambition. He is marching, propelled
by historical inertia,into the modern world.This is the

cultural and social reality of Guizhou today!

The Guizhou of the past was full of wonder, and
that of the present is full of pride.The typical closed
geographical location and the regional languages
gave birth to its unique culture and has preserved
its orginal features. Exposed to the moderm world,
this primeval giant of rustic culture, unpolluted by
city life, is striding fowards modermnization. Guizhou,
which has inherited the personality of majestic
mountains, encountered the challenges of the wil-
demess and enjoyed the successful growth of cit-
ies, is now walking into the future, bringing its historic
heritage along.Today we Guizhou people need to
redefine our understanding of the ‘parochial arro-
gance of Yelang’(a small ancient Kingdom in
Guizhou)and take a new look af it.

While we are immersed in a new culture which
is rich in its diversity and full of practicality and pos-
sibility, it is necessary for us to look back into the
fading past After all,it would be sad if we lost our
history. While we are enjoying the vigorous and he-
roic songs and dances of the ancestors and ap-
preciating their simple silver ornaments tinkling in
the colourful neon lights of the modem city, we sud-
denly realize that today no culture can be isolated
from its times and the outside world. And then this
rich and bright cultural heritage, passed on through
generations, sparks, in our hearts, a profund respect
for history, a new outlook on life and a strong yearn-
ing for the future.

The diversity of life-styles and regional cultures
of various ethnic groups in Guizhou which can be




BACK TO THE PAST

Qian Yinyu

understood from a study of mysterious totem wor-
ship and cipher codes,have remained as a cultural
freasure-chest in this province. While the demands
of moderm life are pushing people info wonder and
confusion about such progress,traditional social
conventions,complicated and coloured by
sorcery,arouse an interest in olden times and an ea-
gerness to study the remote past when human
beings,gods,ghosts,animals,and everything coex-
isted in the same world.Trying to find our new iden-
fity in the real world,we seek for answers to these
questions:Where did we come from? Where are we
heading for? Then,the old traditions which are fad-
ing out,soon becomes valuable landmarks that di-
rect the search for our roots.They brighten the path
of our spiritual journey.

In our pursuit,we have leamned what we little
suspected:the affinities,blood relationships and cul-
tural links of the ethnic clans in olden times and the
evolutions of their social values.Worship of nature, of
the totem,and of the ancestry in various forms re-
vedals the attitudes and philosophies of different na-
tionalities towards their origins and lives and desti-
nies and origins.These provide the people of mod-
ern times with evidence for and confidence in their
old civilizations.

Often systematically,the history and culture of
remote ethnic groups were neglected because of
their crude life-style and poor economy.They were
considered ignorant,for only written history was given
important consideration.However,today,the histori-
cal heritage of ethnic people in Guizhou is acknowl-

edged fo be shining with historic significance.This
rustic ethnic culture-including matters of housing,
customs, costumes, food- has been ushered into
the scientifically modem hall and become fashion-
able in the shining of neon lights.We have become
more and more clearly aware that life reflects not
only the features of the times but also the national
spirit. We shall not necessarily imitate old fraditions,yet
we shall not forget them, either,for later generations
should know and be able fo decode them and be
enriched by them.

The dreams and aspirations of the ancestors of
Guizhou ethnic people,have undergone the cleans-
ing process of time and tide,and the essence of
sthnic culture remains.Following cultural and his-
torical clues in seeking this essence is what this work
‘GUIZHOU'S HIDDEN CIVILIZATION" aims to do.The
fruit of this pursuit has proved the necessity and im-
portance of the work involved.Ancient ruins and
each tuming point of history have left significant
records of people of all nationalities in Guizhou: Han,
Miao, Dong, Buyi, Shui, Gelao, Hui, Yu, Tujia , Zhuang,
Yao, Man and many others,who are the real mas-
ters of this mountainous culture.

We respect the life-styles and moral values of
each group.

We cherish the history and cultural wisdom of
each group.

We shall pursue our endless journey back into
history.
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