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Abstract

The Blue Book of Yangtze River Delta ( YRD hereafter) , a comprehensive
report collection on the overall annual development of the YRD region, is a
product of the joint efforts and cooperation of the four provincial or municipal
Academies of Social Sciences of Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Anhui provinces and Shanghai
city. The current book of 2016 is the 12" one of the serial books, the theme of
which is “Innovative and Burgeoning YRD” .

The lgth CPC National Congress put forward and put into effect
“ Innovation-Driven Development Strategy ", which highlights science and
technology ( S&T hereafter) as a national policy and the strategic support of the
improvement of China’s social productivity and overall national strength.
Accordingly, the CPC central committee and the State Council issued the
“Outline of National Innovation-Driven Development Strategy” ( the Outline
hereafter) on May 19, 2016.

The YRD region, which has made remarkable achievements in constructing
regional S&T innovation system, promoting regional S&T innovation resources
sharing and strengthening regional S&T innovation cooperation, is now China’s
most competitive region in its S&I" innovation and economic power. Admittedly,
the YRD region is also faced with some problems and challenges and it is expected
to deepen the implementation of the Outline, strive to improve its original and
collective innovation, propel its transition to innovation-driven development,
incubate and cultivate industry clusters and regional economy of international
competitiveness.

The current blue book makes an overall and in-depth analysis of the
innovation development and prospect in the YRD region 2015 through 2016. The
General Report in the book makes a systematic and overall elaboration upon the

strategic significance and backgrounds of the development based upon cooperative

002
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innovation in the YRD region, and an in-depth analysis of the possible problems
and potential challenges, with a view to bringing about a corresponding scheme
and some effective countermeasures. The four sub-reports in the book analyze the
status quo, prospects of the social and economic development in Jiangsu,
Zhejiang, Anhui and Shanghai and put forward some countermeasures against the
possible problems under the Outline. In terms of transition-driven development,
industrial upgrading, S&T innovation, brand building and talented personnel
training and cultivating, the Special Report deals with the relevant issues in
economy, society, culture, S&T and ecology in the process of development based
upon cooperative innovation in the YRD region. This blue book promises to be a
meaningful and substantial reference for decision-making departments at different
levels in figuring out the overall current situation of the development based upon
cooperative innovation in the YRD region, learning fully about and understanding

the possible problems and the prospect, and formulating some relevant policies.
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