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Chapter 1

CHAPTER 1 Jonathan Harker’s Journal

3 May, Bistritz

Budapest seems a wonderful place, from the
glimpse which I got of it from the train and the little I
could walk through the streets. The impression I had
was that we were leaving the West and entering the
East.

We left the capital in pretty good time, and came
after night fall to Klausenburgh. The little German I
speak has been very useful here; indeed, I don’t know
how I should be able to get on without it.

Having had some time at my disposal when in
London, I made search among the books and maps in
the library regarding Transylvania. I found that the
district of the nobleman I'm visiting is in the extreme
east of the country; one of the wildest and least
known portions of Europe. I was not able to light on
any map or work giving the exact locality of the Cas-
tle Dracula; but I found that Bistritz, the post town
named by Count Dracula, is a fairly well known
place. I read that every known superstition in the
world is gathered into this remote area. If so, my

stay may be very interesting.
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#M Dracula

I did not sleep well, though my bed was comfort-
able enough, for 1 had all sorts of queer dreams.
There was a dog howling all night under my window,
which may have had something to do with it. To-
wards morning I slept and was wakened by the con-
tinuous knocking at my door, so I guess I must have
been sleeping soundly then. I had to hurry breakfast,
for the train started a little before eight.

It was on the dark side of twilight when we got
to Bistritz, which is a very interesting old place.
Count Dracula had directed me to go to the Golden
Krone Hotel, which I found, to my great delight, to
be thoroughly old-fashioned, for of course I wanted to
see all, I could, of the ways of the country. At the
hotel I was handed a letter by one of the peasants:

“My friend. Welcome to the Carpathians. I am
anxiously expecting you. Sleep well tonight. At
three tomorrow the carriage will start for Bukovina.
At the Borgo Pass my carriage will await you and

will bring you to me. Your friend, Dracula.”

4 May
The hotel manager and his wife were acting

strangely today. When I asked them if they knew

2



Chapter 1

Count Dracula, and could tell me anything of his cas-
tle, they both crossed themselves, and said, “Do you
know what day it is?” I answered that it was the
fourth of May.

She shook her head as she said, “It is the eve of
St. George’s Day. Do you not know that tonight,
when the clock strikes midnight, all the evil things in
the world will freely run about? Do you know where
you are going, and what you are going to?”

She was in such evident distress that I tried to
comfort her, but without effect. Finally, she went
down on her knees and begged me not to go; at least
to wait a day or two before starting. It was all very
ridiculous and I did not feel comfortable.

She then rose and dried her eyes, and taking a
cross from her neck offered it to me. I did not know
what to do. It seemed so ungracious to refuse an old
lady meaning so well and in such a state of mind.
Whether it is the old lady’s fear or the many ghostly
traditions of this place, or the cross itself, I do not
know, but I am not feeling nearly as easy in my mind
as usual.

Ah! Here comes the coach!



Zl Dracula

5 May, The Castle

When 1 got on the coach, the driver had not
taken his seat, and I saw him talking to the land-
lady. They were evidently talking of me, for every
now and then they looked at me. I could hear a lot of
words often repeated, strange words, for there were
many nationalities in the crowd, so I quietly got my
dictionary from my bag and looked them up. I must
say the words were not cheering to me, for amongst
them were “devil”, “witch” and “vampire.”

When we started, the crowd round the inn door,
which had by this time swelled to a considerable size,
all made the sign of the cross and pointed two fingers
towards me. With some difficulty, I got a fellow pas-
senger to tell me what they meant. He would not an-
swer at first, but on learning that I was English, he
explained that it was a charm or guard against the evil
eye.

Then our driver cracked his big whip over his
four small horses, which ran abreast, and we set off
on our journey. The scenery was beautiful. On either
side of us the Carpathian Mountains towered. The
road was rough, but still we seemed to fly over it

with a feverish haste. I could not understand then
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