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ABSTRACT

This dissertation discusses the semantics and syntax of modality from synchronic
and diachronic perspectives with reference to Chinese. I use the theoretical framework
of subjectivity and subjectification to analyze the monosemy and polysemy of modal
auxiliaries. Traugott claims that subjectivity involves the expression of self and the
representation of a speaker's perspective. However, Langacker has identified subjectivity
largely with zero subject or at least off-stage, implicit expression of the speaker-hearer
dyad.

I argue that modal auxiliaries in Chinese are more closely related to gradable adjectives
in their empirical characteristics and underlying semantics. Modal auxiliaries in Chinese
form an objective-subjective continuum. Ranging from necessity to possibility, there is a
scale in expressing the weakening of meaning, which depends on the property of continuous
quantity in modality. In general, from the synchronic view, subjectivity is an important
feature of modality, which is closely related to evidentiality and irrealis. From the diachronic
view, subjectification and intersubjectification can bring about semantic changes in some
lexical items and constructions. I also discuss the motivations behind the subjectification
of modal auxiliaries. The properties of predication, contexts, animacy hierarchy of subject
and sentence types all affect the interpretation of modality. Consequentially, there are two
syntactic properties brought out by subjectificaiton: (i) the weakening or loss of the agent
control and (ii) the fronting and broadening of the scope of predication. Furthermore, as a

system, modality is closely related to other grammatical categories. Modal auxiliaries can
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appear in adverbial clauses of concession, hypothetical-conditional clauses, comparative
sentences and some other constructions.

This dissertation has eight chapters.

Chapter 1 provides a literature review and an introduction to Traugott's and
Langacker's theories on subjectivity and subjectification as the theoretical framework.
Meanwhile, the basic concepts regarding modality are also illustrated in this chapter.

Chapter 2 analyzes the semantic properties of modality, including subjectivity,
evidentiality, irrealis, and their interactive relations.

Chapter 3 focus on the subjectification of modality. From a diachronic perspective,
there are various paths of subjectification: (i) ability > permissive, (ii) ability > possibility,
(iii) obligation > possibility, (iv) permission > possibility, and (v) dynamic modality >
deontic modality > epistemic modality.

Chapter 4 discusses the modal intersubjectification. After undergoing the process
of subjectification, modal auxiliaries continue experiencing semantic changes related to
intersubjectification. Once subjectified, their meanings and discourse functions may become
more centered on the addressee.

Chapter 5 discusses the reasons behind the motivations of subjectification.

Chapter 6 examines the modalization of some main verbs, including mental verbs,
speech-act verbs, awaiting verbs and counting verbs. What is more, some adjectives can
also evolve into modal auxiliaries.

Chapter 7 focuses on the connection between modality and other grammatical
categories. I discuss the relationship between modality, focus, aspect and tense.

Chapter 8 provides a conclusion. From a cross-linguistic perspective, I illustrate the
paths of modal subjectification.

Keywords: subjectivity; subjectivication; modality; auxiliary; dynamic; deontic;

epistemic.
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1.1 AR RARE XL

1.1.1 HEATHR

AR RAERSRAE TR, HEREN KB UEESMIARIEZ
TR B . EXTLMER TR S, AT ILATTH G 7 EH 160E8:

(D EREMERCE RS, HEBEARRABEOTHARGIAESHL, R
LEEEREZHERHNMEZIESHHT. BABSHERKERESHEKEE
2 MERLEH T EMAR TR ?

(2) HBEM TR RN FAEE TG A AR W ? BATAT LAIEHE A
A—AEETCWERFEEE, — B VA TR I R 5L — 5 2 X FAth PR 1 125 VS B o — 5 Y
o, NP EESRR. RITMEFHEHSRARR N HAE A i .

(3) BEARWESBEARN EMERLIFFEEEN— M, BaERHESHEEN
HAFHER BABCRE? RS 0 FA R 1 ™ T b i ?

(O BEEnTERMKRRZE, ARAFE—PHRRE? ZELEWLEIL
(3Rt 5B R R BRI X R IE ?

(5) MTHESHROINEE, EREAEELHERE . Ba, BRER
WHTEEL R AKX RE? H—D M, ERMUMBEUZIHERREBTEZAN R
G ETHANZBRE IR RE? EEERSRKREENEE S, AL
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FEEAA EMA B R B B A EMUAEDGERE RGO B, T RiE
FACREMIIIK R

(6) RETS LN PUE S A B3N AIE 5 $ 3L 1% SR — 25 52 3 MR £ WAL
HIEE R IR ?

BATR B SRE XA BRI A .

112 HRMFEMEX

ABLLCEMEMERML” A RLHE, FEERNPORBMZEES T EMH
A WAk B R B 5T B AR R: Traugott (1982, 1989) F Langacker (1985, 1987,
1999) . FEINEN—IHREIE & # 0, FFEE B RIFAT JE KK F E MR 3= MACHT
TR, fEMR T, BATEZRANRE Traugott FFERW: TiEE EmBEINE
B K H Langacker 12, tB5 Traugott 1 Dash (2002) HIEES/E AR FHEIM 1.3
5t 2% AL 3 0 3 WA AN S AR 0 i X B AT

fEE SN EET T EREAN E AR AR, S REOBFRERE X FHESNHE
5. HERSHORBUTE AW RERE. B EXIEHIES PEEERERME
AL R BB«

ER K ERNYIGENESTHBARZOMR, BAHNBEELMHES, B
AHMBRABESRANES. HEE UM EWLE R 5UEEET AL SR
WA & & ERHEREA .

XEBAE—A A BEARAESMERE, EREHEBEE[mLED), &
TIERF AR &, R NS, TR MESTIREA G A H K R ?

AT T UL X AN 94 R TR B RE, KB USSR A AT R
MR, LEREMERUOB R RIT XL EF SN2, FERU
FMHEAMERMERASR: B2 BRIEH TEENENERBESN TR EME: 3
3EMR THASIN EMAK LR, FNENRRE THEERMZ FE#—P K
B — ZHEMMER. AT 4 ERNESEHAGHH K. 28 TREZWNNES
REMBFRZE, BRATRER EMEM ERU A2 SEBSEE P~ 4E, #
BMEEMEMERPBHE R4, XRESENNE. A TXHNHE, HRE—
HAFEN, XLASFHAAMARR ARG EZ D ABLREESL, XMW
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AEWALRET RS, XRH 6 EMAE. MIESTUBASRLZ)E, el
HAhiEEEwE R A BE), BRSBTS Bl AR
K HESBIBNE, WEABIE)E S TN SHNED), XS 7 ZEEITRMN
WA

DAEZEENN ANBIZAMT R CEHBER, & “a” “27 “E” F§
F ST L B BhEh A . BATTE T IX AT IR BhahiE R 10 B, BN =M E
MAERATF, LUESTERE AT R AGIHE, MEEBIENE XK MR W
MOGEFESBEAMER . ERUHHES ST REATE L, FHEH I
TRER—%H.

1.2 ESMFFIESE BN

1.21 BEBENX

BEEEFTFPROEAFPHIEERENFENSERENL (Lyons, 1995;
Palmer, 1986) . Givén (1984, 1990) . Palmer (2001) A\ AEA R S5/ (tense) .
& (aspect) FFFHIIELIEHE, FRZN “TAM” . Nuyts (2001a, 2005) MiE X
FEXHEA AT E L, NAESHERRFMRECREERM. BEUEK BEIER
B R—ANATREE . RN DEMIEES, UEHEXBARTFX. XFXHERE L.
AT ES ¥ EHEE S 3)E (may, might; can, could; will, would; shall,
should; must) FTRIEME NEREAKEESANR, 1EHSEFHFLBEESNTRESD
FriEAEhEMAERERZ P, — BRI, AR RIENA R —/ L
HERIFRR, TRFEFMIUAFE T OB S Z P alE 2R R T iR LR .

INRTEA (epistemic modality) ZFTHKEALPREREZH. X TARES,
HUT=EAFEAEL: —REAEL INRESRBIEEN T FERAK&OE
LR AN, MR A ERE, WREESRMARESINRENT B: WEr
HXkE, BERRTESIMXHEMRENE R+ (expressed world) FlFTE R
Itk 5 (reference world) T EE, JUHIRMAEMR /N FHHEEEMS (Chung ,
Timberlake, 1985: 203) . #t—F i, “BEES” BIMEE, JLHRZINRIERE (epistemic
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distance), Xt T 5 R E 2, RIA Kt 57 00 1 5 6B BBOK, SRR iR,
PIEE X TR SRS .

1.22 BEMNS%E

WMRBANEESHIREARERE, RAEH SR E L. KIE Nutys (2005)
MESRIERLRR, BATEE T UUFRTHSL R EKIE LR

1. s A% (dynamic modality)

XANARIE BT Palmer (1979) , TEAZLGHIE X H, BAFESENEEIES
5 H AL 1B e & SE AR TE SRl i RIE K Bh A
s ATESFHRNEE A MBREAT LR X E R TS 5HEMNERRES, Fl:

(DIEERETEL RIEDEMMEE. (ARF, AL, 201551 7 )
(2) RERTHABKRHER, (FAAK: “BER)

XEMEEATLUREEMN, MAUREEMN. AEGKNEERSAHAR
HREMEES, TAEGKEERRRESFRAGREMREE.
AT LR R SR R R e IRE S, .

(3) REFABRKY T LBHMERT . (FH PR (LR LL), KFH#F)
(4) WotiE, BRARRIIGIA, WTALEZILRRT T, (8 (K
WA BE) )

ELHS, “PBHTZRE” M CXILBEN" R “BE” M “TATLL” B sk
HERIZRAF, 2R AR SME B AR K .

2. # X ¥ A& (deontic modality )

EUESEAEG L — AR T o X (permission) H1X 5% 3 (obligation) 1
& (Palmer, 1986: 96-97) . HEAUNGXHBERASBH), & IEEEHE PR UG
A3 RIE I N ALEEE E B . W KRBT Ut 2 HEN, tha]
AR ANKIMCE bR HE, XEBGR T A AN E A RNRFEG . B XSS T
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—ANZERACHTE LW, MAEXHE X M FEREE., BIEH (desirability) L
FIFZE R BRI B2 (acceptability) -

XFRIERV XFMEBEIEKBERIBE M, FOMXANA K8 82
PRI, B R T KX R B AT Aot S A 1] R

— W R B ST B S, ARSI (auxiliary-like) F1Bhz) ik
FIEM), XWEAERE SRS, thin, —80F a0 el ARiE B R X,
Mot U T8 XS B4—TF, EXHESEERETE/AE.

1) BHFEX

FMBUER S Bx EEAT R RVFRIVERT, Filin.

% 2 %%%?}v}&:-ﬁ—ﬁtﬂ.—ﬁ?o
w)zﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁgﬁ&ﬁﬁ&iTo

BlE) (5). (6) EMBEKARBKRE SRFNER “BE88” “EIF” . &F
R RALSAEN | A KRB A S BRIN SO, X SR B RARHE IRAITE B AR,
il

(7) DEFTRAREL, RAFRARARLEET . (PEFHRA, 201048 7)
m)mﬁmﬁ%%ﬁ¢,ﬁﬁﬁ#¢?@ﬁ%o(ﬂ%g<ﬁ$t%ﬁz#>)

HEH R, FARBUBR IR SOV, T2 5 R TE S 1E BT 75 12 W 2441 fo ¥F
X B S ST R I EE R AR MR ER RN XA LRES, HELEFE EHEE
RAFAR, Fian:

(9) ABBHAGBHAEEE, HTAHFEARGERRK, (AL)
(10) HFEAMBROED P, TAF EAS R TREBFEHS, (FL)

25 NS R IE BN IE “TTLA VP BISMERME, MAMERIFR SR 2
Ja, WABEhANES R & ZFNEESE TRMES, BARERRETFHIES:
LR SMERA ZHEF R AR R A KREE S, WA XM B B BRI .
EXESEMME TAMER MO ERE . b R6]E LR A5 #0 = 15 A Bh3hia A %18 X
ESHIMERM
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2) XEX

XA 55 SOR B REMBUS /I B dr @B, KZRAMER DY), flin:

(11) ARLIRIFHFF T

(12) MR RLEA A8

X5 SGEKR A FiIBERICH SRR TE, Fla:

(13) I must eat something now, or I’ 1l starve.

ﬁ%:?%i’i.iﬁ&ﬂiﬁﬁ%iﬁi’ °

X R A 5 IR BN S AR A X Ty . B AR B R TR B B AR
HMAESRIR “Reh” , EXHESHEOR “FE” , XM “TE” AR er
AEXMER.

3) BEX

BEXFRRNRZFEMOEMEE, SHEETREEEAESNTE, M2
AN R SR ER FE R B, .

(m)(¢ﬁﬁﬂ%%)&%€#ﬁﬁo
(15) REMRM, KB R,

3. AREA (epistemic modality )

WRE SRR ULIE AR FE MR, 2 F5 B 81E A Rl R R &
k. INRESRMEE R, EFNRESIER TR0 2.

— AN AR RN IR IE S AL (S TEBE (evidentiality) M5 18, (6(5 N5 E S
2 AE B ISR IR I 7 Bk 52 LI (Chafe, Nichols, 1986; Willett, 1988) . [&lifif%
{ETUBEM K 2 LLF LA T -

HEEEMARBRRERE ZNR, RREELK (experiential) , Fll:

(m)iw,%g@&ﬁiﬁxzmﬁ,iﬂTR ------ (2# (itdemstse) )
Bl (16) HREIE AT S B HEEE R T 450,
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FEEEENRLE BIOEERE ERER SN, BUOAHERE Cinferential) , Ff:
(17) sy 43N D, AAREREEEER, (M (KBXE) )
KT ROV HE TR, BONHERTE) (reasoned) , #n:

(18) EAKFIARFEFEFHE,

M I A0 77 RIS S, BIOAWT ERF IRIER (reparative) , H0:

(19) KT HIZHAMT

— LR E R A NONRIE S HTERE X H 8, —22HNHEEHAN,
A B B E N AL TEBE N % 5 A S TEBE ML IT R . AT CAE R, BN
IR AR R B, T ETasEi Ea R EBERRE. X— mRITEABHE
RE, EEW R —PUE P EE A SRR ERRX R,

MBS LT, FTREMEML BV RIX = RIE S IR PA A AT et A B th g
WA R R B O RE .

4. HAhtho KK ik

—deE F IR T ARBESHE XK, i
1) 25FABNESNS5EIMNBIES

Van der Auwera Ml Plungian (1998) #&H T —FEEMIEH F1ESE (situational
modality) HXMEEARE T NES MERETHESEENES (participant-
external modality) , 5H#HZS5EFMIES (participant-internal modality) FHXf. X5
Hen gveld (1988) UMM HIEEKIFH M XA R FE T2, th#sh 71
A ABE5HEANHK s S (participant-inherent dynamic) 2 5 # i i i 3h /1
(participant-imposed dynamic) . {H2 BT AN /)&, Van der Auwera 1 Plungian (1998)
IWRHNES 5ENEEIRE USSR, BREESPRE BRI,
B, EXESRIBSEFNBESUEARZA: B XEE R T RETE L2
RAEMVE XM TRNESNR, MBS 5FEENR b s & s A s —
MRS . H— P RIERRAMIESSE, R 1 FR:



