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Abstract

Three sets of Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi ( K7 —4ci) are official
gazetteers ( Chinese : geographic zongzhi, ¥ f @), compiled by
Central Compilation Agencies. On the basis of previous researches ,
this book makes use of the historical recordes of Qing Dynasty,
including archives of the First Historical Archives of China, Institute of
History and Philology, Academia Sinica, the Palace Museum in
Taipei, published archives, collections, biographies and etc. This
book focuses on the compilation and publication process of Da Qing Yi
Tong Zhi, including their authors, analyses their categories, contents
and editions, and compares their differences and characteristics. This
book also investigates Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi Agency ( Da Qing Yi Tong
Zhi Guan, KiF— 4 & 16 ), Fang Lue Agency ( Fang Lue Guan,
T & 1E ) and National History Institute’s ( [E 82 4E ) contributions to
Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi, and attempts to correct the errors of previous
works.

Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi succeeded the tradition of Yi Tong Zhi (—%¢
i2) in Yuan and Ming Dynasties. Their compilation progress demons —
trates the three gazetteers’ role in the establishment of the great united
regime in the early Qing Dynasty. This is the reason why the author
focuses on the compilation process. Since the system of official historical
records had matured, new dynasties valued its important to safeguard
the new dynasty as these new official historical works could reset

people’s attitude towards the new regime. National identity study and
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the New Qing History have influenced domestic academics for a long
time. Scholars are at odds. This book uses the research methods of
historical philology, historical geography, political history, intellectual
history and history of books to reinterpret Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi,
revealing the political, social and intellectualelements in three
gazetteers , deciphering the relations among * nation” , society and
individual. It concludes remarks and ‘responses to some theory or
concepts put forward by authors of National identity study or the New
Qing History.

Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi recorded the Capital , provinces, borderland
areas and overseas countries’ geographic scene. The compilation
processes of three sets of Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi went as follows.

The first edition; 356 volume, compiled in Kangxi, Yongzheng
and Qianlong periods. In the fourth lunar month 1686, Yi Tong Zhi
Agency , the gazetteers agency was set up in the Capital. This agency
was in charge of compilation of Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi. The manuscript
was compiled in the fifth lunar month in 1740. Wu Ying Dian Xiu Shu
Chu (RTEELfEF54L) , the printing house printed the book in 1751.
During 65 years, Yi Tong Zhi Agency cooperated with Nei Ge, Han Lin
Yuan and other Central agencies. Yi Tong Zhi Agency collected local
chronicles , documents, maps and other local literatures. Yi Tong Zhi
Agency took a long time to compile due to poor management, and it
was once suspended during 1715. In the second month in 1750, the
mission was completed and the agency was shut down forever. At least
390 people took part in the book compilation, such as Xu Qianxue
(8L ) , Gu Zuyu (JHifH®E ), Yan Ruoqu ( [&#53%), Han Tan
(§ %) , Jiang Tingxi (¥ 3E#) ), Ren Lanzhi (fE>:47¢), and Qi
Zhaonan (¥ £ Fg)

The second edition: 424 volume, compiled in Qianlong period.
At least 40 people worked for this book , including He Shen ( Fl1¥d) ,
Wu Shenglan ( %244 2%2), and Qian Daxin ( & KHWy) . From 1764
to the end of 1785, Fang Lue Guan was the agency in charge of

“D.w
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compilation. Wu Ying Dian Xiu Shu Chu printed the second edition in
'1790. When the compilation finished, Fang Lue Guan copied the
book into SI KU QUAN SHU.

The third edition: 560 volume, compiled in Jiagqing and Daoguang
periods. At least 700 people took part in compilation, including Huang
Juezi (B B35 ), Zeng Guofan ( %4 [E # ), and Pan Xi’en ( &%
¥l). From 1811 to 1842, the National History Institute was the
agency in charge of compilation. They spent four years to proofread the
manuscript. The third edition was not published in the end.

This book summarizes political significance of three sets of Da
Qing Yi Tong Zht from Kangxi period to Daoguang period, explores the
relationship between the Central and the local government. Da Qing Yi
Tong Zht influenced local chronicles extensively. This book studies the
power and interest in the process of local chronicles compilation. This
book analyzes Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi’s role in the reconstruction of order
of East Asia in the early Qing Dynasty. This book also studies Da Qing
Yi Tong Zhigeographical space conception and Ming Dynasty impact on
the early Qing Dynasty.

Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi is an epitome of politics in Qing Dynasty ,
as multiple social and political relationships was involved in the
compilation and the publishing process. Wei Zhouzuo ( 3 J& #E )
proposed to compile Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi in 1672. Ministry of Civil
Affairs of Qing regime proposed to continue the compilation of Yi Tong
Xin Zhi (—4t3H &) in 1910. The fate of Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi is
barometer of prosperity and decline of Qing Dynasty.

In 1686, Emperor Kangxi appointed 13 ministers including Ming
Zhu (BAEE) as honoraryChief Zongcai ( B\ 3 E ) or Vice-Zongcai
(B 2 # B ). Chen Tingjing ( EIE#L) and Xu Qianxue actually
were in charge of Yi Tong Zhi Agency. Three Xu from Kunshan ( B 1L
— %% ) includes Xu QianXue, Xu Yuanwen ( % JG 3 ) and Xu
Bingyi (&3 X ). Scholars pointed out that the ups and downs of

their official careers were because of their relationships with Ming Zhu
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Yu Guozhu (4 EAE) and Li Guangdi ( 2= HL ) , the relationship
between Manchu and Han people, and the relationship between the
Southern Party and the Northern Party. These authors including Xu
Qianxue and Han Tan working for the Agency in Kangxi period were
strangely forgotten by the list of authors reported in 1743.

In the former paragraphs 1 analyzed political elements of the first
edition of Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi. We also find political influence on the
second edition. Because of bad relationships with E Ertai ( Sf/RZ%) ,
the former ministry of Justice Zhang Zhao ( 5K 8 ) was excluded from
the second edition book at first. Emperor Qianlong ordered the authors
working in the Fang Lue Guan to supplement Zhang Zhao’s achievement.

The third edition of Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi was not printed, as in
the 12" lunar month 1842, the First Opium War occurred, and the
Qing Dynasty declined. She was not the great unification regime any
more. After proofreading the book in 1846, it was mislaid in the
Palace until the Qing Dynasty perished.

During Late Qing Dynasty and ROC period, the recompilation
reflected China’s history in the last century. From 1884 to 1894, Fe:
Ying Guan (FEJLIE) and some other book stores in Shanghai planned
to reprint Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi, when the Qing regime was declining.
After the Sino-Japanese War of 1894, the Qing Dynasty’s defeat had
inspired the Chinese patriotic and national salvation movement. In
1897, Zhu Jian Zhai ( 74175 ) in Hangzhou reprinted 500 volume
of Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi. Bao Shan Zhai ( F 3 # ) in Shanghai
reprinted it again. Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi became modern book, and
lots of school chose it as teaching materials.

Republic of China was founded in 1912. However, the new
government did not make the country thriving and powerful. After
Japanese invasion in China, Zhang Yuanji ( 5K JG{¥ ) united others to
found Document Preservation Committee ( S Bk 1% 4% [F] &5 2= ) to
protect national culture relics and resist Japanese invasion. During the

January 28" Incident in 1932, Commercial Press suffered precision

i 4



Abstract "

bomb devastatingly. But Zhang Yuanji and Commercial Press overcame
- many difficulties, published photocopy of the third edition of Da Qing
Yi Tong Zhi for the first time. This action of publishing encouraged
people’s nationalism and patriotism, reflected the aspiration of a new
unified and prosperous country. The Executive Yuan and local
governments both backed up Commercial Press and bought lots of the
third edition of Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi. In 1936, the famous expert at
local chronicles Tong Zhenzao ( # & #: ) advised the central
government to compile Yi Tong Zhi (—%t& ) , which was helpful to the
Counter-Japanese War. With the deterioration of the domestic battlefield
Tong’s suggestion was only on the table. The KMT government was on the
edge of its downfall in 1948. With this background , the National History
Institute still suggested to compile Yi Tong Zhi.

As a piece of official compilation, the fate of Da Qing Yi Tong

Zhi reflected the historical process of modern China.

Key Words: Da Qing Yi Tong Zhi; Document Compilation ; the
Great Unification ; Fate of books



