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I know I have the body but of a weak
and feeble woman; but I have the heart qnd
stomach of a king, and of a king of England
too. 5 B

—Elliabetix I, addressed troops at Tilbury,
July 1588
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Henry VI (1457-1509)

W Reign: 1485-1509 Y Predecessor: Richard I
W Coronation: 30 October 1485 WY Successor: Henry VII

In the summer of 1485, Henry Tudor, the last Lancastrian male, landed in
England from his exile in France and defeated the Plantagenet King Richard Il
in the Battle of Bosworth Field on 22 August. With his accession to the throne
as Henry VII, the Wars of the Roses came to an end. Although Parliament
quickly recognized him as king, the Yorkists were far from defeated. To secure
his hold on the throne, he married Edward IV’s eldest daughter Elizabeth of
York in January 1486, thereby uniting the houses of York and Lancaster.

Henry VI inherited a government severely weakened and degraded by
the civil wars. He managed to bring a much needed period of peace and
stability to England, setting the climate for considerable economic.and
population growth. In 1502, Henry and Elizabeth’s elder son Arthur, having
married Catherine of Aragon, died of an unknown ailment at the age of 15,
leaving their younger son Henry, Duke of York, as the heir. When the king
himself died in 1509, the position of the Tudors was secure at last, and his son
succeeded him unopposed.

Henry VII (1491-1547)

Wy Reign: 1509-1547 Wy Predecessor: Henry VI
% Coronation: 21 April 1509 WY Successor: Edward VI

Henry VII is remembered in history as one of the most powerful kings
of England, but perhaps best remembered for his six marriages (the fate
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of the wives can be summarized as “divorced, beheaded, died; divorced,
beheaded, survived”) in an attempt to produce a healthy son. His desire to
provide England with a male heir also resulted in his break with the Pope
(who would not allow an annulment of his first marriage with the widowed
Catherine of Aragon) and the Roman Catholic Church, leading to the English

Reformation.

Henry VII achieved many of his political aims through the work of his
chief ministers, some of whom were banished or executed when they fell out
of his favor. Figures such as Thomas Wolsey, Thomas More, and Thomas
Cromwell shined prominently in his administration. In his reign, the King'’s
power was greatly enlarged and the legislative supremacy of Parliament was
further consolidated. He is also known as the “father of the Royal Navy” by
expanding naval forces and modernizing naval administration. Henry VII died
in January 1547 at the age of 55 and was succeeded by his only surviving son,
Edward VI, whom he had with the third wife, Jane Seymour.

Edward VI (1537-1553)

W Reign: 1547-1553 Y Predecessor: Henry VII
Y Coronation: 20 February 1547 WY Successor: Mary I

As Henry VIII's only legitimate son, Edward VI was only nine years old when
he inherited the throne in 1547. Edward Seymour, his uncle, and Robert Dudley
took the title of Protector successively. Despite the fact that he was only a child,
Edward had his mind set on religious reform. He was a fervent Protestant and
carried out a series of Protestant reforms (introduction of the Book of Common
Prayer, eradication of Roman Catholic practices, permission of clergy marriage
etc.). Though Edward’s reign was brief, it marks an important milestone in the
development of English Protestantism.

Edward was beginning to show great promise when he fell violently ill
with tuberculosis in 1553 and died that July, three months short of his 16th
birthday. In order to guarantee a Protestant succession, he was persuaded

by Robert Dudley to change his father’s will to allow Lady Jane Grey,
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granddaughter of Henry VII's sister Mary and an overt Protestant, to become
the queen. However, the country considered Mary (Henry VII and Catherine
of Aragon’s daughter and a devout Roman Catholic) the rightful ruler. Jane
reigned for only nine days and was executed six months later in 1554.

Mary 1 (1516-1558)

W Reign: 1553-1558 % Predecessor: Edward VI

W Coronation: 1 October 1553 W Successor: Elizabeth I

Mary I was the first queen regnant of England (a queen reigning in her own
right rather than through marriage) if we exclude the disputed reigns of Jane
and the Empress Matilda. She took the throne amidst popular demonstration
in her favor in London, but only reigned for five years and did nothing to
keep the momentum of positive changes going as had Henry VI, Henry VII
and Edward VI done. She was a devoted Catholic and also nicknamed “Bloody
Mary” for her persecution of over 280 Protestants in a vain attempt to turn the
clock back and restore Roman Catholicism in England. The only thing Mary
achieved was to build into the English people a lasting fear and hatred of the
Pope and the Roman Catholic Church.

In 1554, Mary married Philip, King of Spain, who as a foreigner and a Catholic
was not welcome in England. The marriage was childless, and Philip spent most
of the time on the Continent. England obtained no share in the Spanish
monopolies in New World trade and the alliance with Spain dragged England into
a war with France which led to the loss of Calais, England’s last outpost on the
Continent in 1558. In November, Mary died from an ailment that might be uterine

‘or ovarian cancer. Her half-sister Elizabeth, the daughter of Henry VII and his

second wife Anne Boleyn, succeeded her on the throne as Elizabeth I.

Elizabeth I (1533-1603)

WY Reign: 1558-1603 % Predecessor: Mary 1

% Coronation: 15 January 1559 Y Successor: James I
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Elizabeth I is one of England’s greatest monarchs and the first monarch
whose name has become a synonym for the era she dominated—the
Elizabethan era. Upon coronation, she inherited a bankrupt nation, torn
by religious discord and weakened by conflicts with great powers of France
and Spain. Her first order of business was to eliminate religious unrest. She
managed to balance the interests of the Puritans and Catholics and resolved the
religious issue by the Elizabethan Religious Settlement, which re-established
the protestant Church of England and made her its Supreme Governor.

Elizabeth successfully played against each other the major powers of France
and Spain, as well as the papacy and Scotland. The defeat of the Spanish
Armada in 1588 is popularly viewed as one of the greatest victories in
English history. Elizabeth remained the “Virgin Queen” all through her life to
consolidate the general policy of balancing the Continental powers. Elizabeth
died without an heir in 1603. The crown goes to her closest male Protestant
relative, King of Scotland, James VI, of the House of Stuart. He became King
James I of England, and the kingdoms of Scotland and England were finally

united under one crown.

% 252 2. . // %. . ;‘%

% Parliament and Privy Council

The 16th century has often been seen as a period of immense significance
for the evolution of Parliament. The need for legislation and taxation made it
an indestructible feature of the Tudor state. After the King’s Council, Parliament
was the nation’s most important institution. Like the Council, it reverberated with
activity when it was in session; unlike the Council, which met regularly in each
year of a monarch’s reign, Parliament was very much an occasional institution
summoned and dissolved at will by the Crown. Parliament was generally active
under the Tudors, and exceptionally active in the reign of Henry VII for the
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reason of the English Reformation. The Reformation Parliament of 1529-1536,
which existed longer than any previous Parliament, enacted a series of statutes
which transformed the relationship between the English Crown, the English
people and the Church, as well as formally incorporating the Principality of
Wales into the Kingdom of England.

Privy Council was the hub of the Tudor
political system and the main permanent
institution of government (as opposed to the
intermittent Parliament). The term “privy
council” can be traced back to at least the
14th century but was made of up to 100 men
and usually ended up with one strong man
dominating, such as Wolsey. It was under Henry
VII and due to Thomas Cromwell’s reform that
it developed into an organized institution of
strictly fixed and limited membership. Collective
responsibility and corporate decision-making

were the key to the Privy Council’s structure.

Therefore, there was no room for an all-powerful

Thomas Cromwell

minister who would dominate the Council’s
proceedings, or if there was, the Council was likely to be subverted. Functions
of the Council include advising the King, administering the realm, managing
national defense, enforcing the Reformation (especially the religious settlement
of 1559), enforcing law and regulating economic affairs, etc. In Sir Geoffrey
Elton’s words, it was “the center of administration, the instrument of policy
making, the arena of political conflict, and the ultimate means for dispensing
the king’s justice”, an institution at once “essential” and “inescapable” (Studies

in Tudor and Stuart Politics and Government, 1, p.308).

% The English Reformation

The English Reformation is part of the wider process of the European Protestant
Reformation, a religious and political movement that affected the practice
of Christianity across all of Europe in the 16th century. However, the English
Reformation is closely bound up with Henry VII's personal affairs. Henry's first
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wife, Catherine of Aragon, had borne five children, but only Princess Mary
survived. Catherine was past childbearing age, and Henry was passionately
coveting Anne Boleyn, who would not comply without the assurance of
marriage. As the Pope would not grant an annulment of his first marriage,
Henry had to take drastic actions, which were urging the English Parliament
to enact a series of acts between 1532 and 1534 breaking ties with Rome, and
declaring the King Supreme Head of the Church of England (as is mentioned

earlier, from Elizabeth I the monarch was known as the Supreme Governor of
the Church of England).

Once the divorce was achieved,
the king moved to take control
over much of the Church’s property
through the Dissolution of the
Monasteries. In order to further
attack the papal authority as well
as fund his fruitless and expensive
wars against France and Scotland,

Henry ordered the closing down

5y of the wealthy Roman Catholic
St. Radegund’s Priory, Cambridge, dissolved in

1496 and converted into Jesus College, Cam- abbeys, monasteries and convents
bridge. across England, Wales and Ireland

from 1536 to 1540. Over 800 monasteries were dissolved, demolished for
building materials, confiscated, sold off or reclaimed as Anglican Churches.
The Tudor Government raised a huge amount of revenue from the Dissolution

of the Monasteries.

It took a few generations for the Protestantism to settle down and cost lives
of many innocent believers of both Protestantism and Roman Catholicism. The
theology and liturgy of the Church of England became markedly Protestant
during the reign of Edward VI. Under his Catholic half-sister Mary, the whole
process was reversed and the Church of England was again placed under papal
jurisdiction. Soon after, Elizabeth reintroduced the Protestant faith but in a
more moderate manner. By the time Elizabeth’s long reign came to an end in
1603, English people had come to esteem their Church and come to identify



