In ancient times in the south of China lived a highly skilled mason.
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One day, a rich man who admired his work asked the mason to go
to his home to make some carvings.
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The mason envied the well-to-do life of the rich man’s family.
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From then on he dreamed of being a rich man.
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An immortal was aware of his wish and turned him into a rich man.
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Several days later an arrogant government official passed by the mason’s house.

LKA, — AR ERBILENS T,

060



BREND

0000 G IDEQEN0EOD DR CUOn O QDo

The mason, being a rich man now, ignored the official and failed to pay him proper
respect.
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Because the mason was impolite. the official ordered him beaten with three
hundred strokes and fined him three hundred taels of silver.
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“Ai, an official is more powerful than a rich man.” sighed the
mason. From then on he dreamed of being a government official.
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Once again the immortal made his wish come true —the mason became
a government official.
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The mason was proud of being such a powerful man, and he paraded around
to show how important he was.
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He happened to spot some beautiful girls, and a wicked idea came to
his mind. He commanded his men to carry them off.
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The farmers in the land were indignant over this act. They came from
all directions to get even with the scoundrel.
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They caught the mason, escorted him to their village, and taught him a good
lesson.
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The mason thought angrily, “Those farmers were much more terrible than the
official. I wish | were a farmer.”
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Knowing this. the immortal turned him into a farmer. The mason
beamed with satistaction.
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It was summer. The farmers were tilling the land on a mountain slope, feeling
dizzy under the scorching sun.

FTHR, RRMAELE EAM, ABTAIKE,

J000OD0O0OO0O0OO0O0OO0O0OO0OO0DOOOOCUODLDOODBLOOO0 e171.



