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LET THE ART OF PAPERCUT-MAKING BLOOM

EVEN MORE COLOURFULLY
BY SUN ZHENMAO

« PREFACE -

The papercuts made by WISCO workers have now been compiled into a volume, in which were
collected one hundred pieces, reflecting from all sides the stirring life of the iron and steel workers
and giving people encouragement and a treat of the art of beauty.

The crafts manship of papercuts, an ancient art rich in national style and local feature, comes
from the folks. Presented in little and exquisite form, it expresses people’s best wishes for good luck
by way of flowers and birds, worms and fishes in various plane deformations. Although it is only a
new trial in creation to show heavy industrial production and conmstruction by such traditional art, it
may be said that it infiltrates the art of ancient folk papercuts with fresh blood and oonstitutes a new
achievement of the artistic and literary activities of the masses.

As far as the workmanship of papercuts is concerned, the works collected in this booklet show
ingenuity in some aspects. The craftsmen have absorbed not only the traditional technique of window
papercuts, lantern papercuts, embroidery and wedding papercuts, but also the speciality of woodcut
and chinese traditional painting, blend them as well as milk and water and let them complement each
other so that they combine both strength and grace and both roughness and delicacy. At the same
time, they adopt a symmetric and balanced form of design patterns and a technique of exaggerated
deformation in creating images so that they skilfully apply the characteristics of beauty in abstraction
and imagery of the art form of papercuts and hence achieve simple and clear results.

Life is the only source of creation. Most of the WISCO workers who made the papercuts come
from the first front of production. While they are working hard in front of the furnaces, at the
workshop, or at the rolling mills as masters of the country, they remould their own sentiments, and
develop their ability of observing life and aesthetic judgment. Painstakingly they cut with their scissors
beautiful and eye-catching pictures from life out of ordinary paper. Thereby the works collected are
full of rich flavour of life and truely teflect their lofty aspirations, interests and ambitions and record
the achievements they have made on their courageous march towards socialist modernizations.

It goes without saying that there are some imperfect works in this collection:Some need to be
improved in workmanship; others need further processing and pruning on the basis of keeping the
characteristics of papercut-making; while new subjects and more varieties should be provided. Never-
theless, we have reasons to believe that the art of papercut-making is sure to bloom even more colour-
fully in the wuhan Iron and Steel Company, where there is plenty of scope for the workers’ talents.

— Translated by Wu Chaoyuan
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