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Introduction

... Why so quiet? Look into your heart, weren’t you
happy as we left Greece behind? But what’s the point
of fooling ourselves?— indeed, that wouldn’t be
properly Hellenic'.

So let us admut the truth at last: we, too, are Greek
by culture—what else are we?— but unth tastes

and feeling specific to our own country. Tastes and
feelings that sometimes seem strange to the Hellenic

values that shaped our world.

C. Cavafy, “Returning from Greece,” 1901
(Adapted from the Greek by Constantine Buhayer)

- Greece 1s an electrifying experience. When we

“enter Greek space we are returning to the cradle of

humanity—or, at the very least, to the cradle of its

- Western wing. This is where people designed our

society, with its political, ethical, and scientific values.
Since antiquity” traders, scholars, theologians’, and
all types of teachers have traveled out of its lands to
format, formulate, and reformat the world. Thus it
was an Athenian scholar, Theodore of Tarsus*, who
in 669 CE arrived in southern Britain as Archbishop

of Canterbury and established a Greek and Latin



