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Innovation is the primary engine of economic development in the future.
Along with the trend of economic globalization and informatization tide, global
city has been an increasingly crucial part in world city network. Innovation is
playing a growing significant role in the rise and development of global cities.
It is already becoming the common concerned topic for the global cities to
conform to future trend, accelerate their strategic transformations, and to achieve
sustainable developments with innovation as the focus.

Themed as “ Global City: Innovation and Design”, the World Cities Day
Forum 2015 was solemnly held in Shanghai on November Ist, 2015. As a
part of the serial forums of World Cities Day 2015, the forum is hosted by the
Development Research Center of Shanghai Municipal Government and World
Bank, and organized by Shanghai Academy and Shanghai University. Top
experts and honored guests from World Bank, Development Research Center of
the State Council of the People’s Republic of China and related fields at home
and abroad not only shared their in-depth views over the experience of global
cities like New York, London, Tokyo, but also presented a host of valuable
ideas towards technology innovation, industrial upgrading, social and cultural
issues and other problems faced by Shanghai on its way to a global city in the
following 30 years. The intangible wealth would continuously inspire us to
ponder over the prospect of global cities.

In order to fully demonstrate the achievements, to pass on and carry
forward the innovative ideas of this forum, we organized Global City:
Innovation and Design—The Record of Global City Forum On the Second UN
World Cities Day. This book, which vividly presented and faithfully recorded

the highlights and valuable ideas of this forum, will provide abundant first-
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hand information for relevant researchers. To its credit, the book has recorded a
myriad of excellent ideas focused on the subjects of Shanghai 2050—A Rising
Global City and How to Achieve Innovative and Sustainable Development, etc.
These ideas, including a handful of worldwide experience in many aspects, will
not only exert positive impact on the innovative transformation of Shanghai in
the future but also facilitate people to gain a better understanding of Global City.

Shanghai and China will soon step into a new stage of development in the
years to come. In order to seize the trend of globalization, to solve the problems
encountered in development and exploit the advantages to the full, we shall
firmly hold on the awareness of innovation, coordination, Eco-development,
opening and sharing. Shanghai will surely become a powerful and innovative
global city highlighting sustainable development and connotations of Chinese
culture. With inherited tradition and bold innovation, we shall take full
advantage of the experience of other global cities and continuously improve
balance, inclusiveness and sustainability in development. Let us embrace a vital

and inspiring future Shanghai.
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