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Prologue

Liu Bin

The history of human culture is marked by three revolutions. The
first revolution—from hunter-gatherer cultures to settled agriculture—
was the Neolithic Revolution that began around 10000 years ago. The
agricultural style of life allowed the ability to handle an increasing larger
population, which paved the way for the rise of the second revolution,
Urban Revolution—the movement from Neolithic agriculture to large,
socially complex, urban societies that began during the fourth and third
millennia BCE. The third major shift was the Industrial Revolution of the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The revolution brought new technology
and science, which profoundly changed our ways of life as well as how we

understand our past. The development of modern archaeology opened a new

path to reconstruct the human history .

Archaeology provides the key to the past. In China, modern archaeology
began in the early twentieth century. In the beginning, most fieldwork
projects primarily focused on the Central Plain of the Yellow River Valley.
The Longshan culture, characterized by black pottery, was first thought
to represent the indigenous Chinese culture that arose in eastern China
independently of the Yangshao culture in western China. The two traditions
were thought to have encountered one another and mixed, later becoming
the progenitor of the Shang civilization. Later, more archaeological
excavations established a clear cultural sequence of the Central Plain, which
traced from Yangshao through Longshan to the Three Dynasties.

In southern China, archaeological fieldworks in Zhejiang began in 1936.
The first excavation was carried out at the Neolithic Gudang site, starting on
the 31" of May. The Liangzhu culture was first discovered by Shi Xingeng at

Liangzhu near Hangzhou. Its remains, characterized by black pottery, were
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thought to represent a diffusion of the Longshan culture from the Yellow
River region. Not until the 1970s was the Liangzhu culture recognized as a
local development, which was contemporary with, and even started earlier
than, the Longshan culture.

From 1950 to early 1980s, many Neolithic sites in Zhejiang were found
and excavated. The excavated sites during this period include: Laoheshan
in Hangzhou, Qianshanyang in Wuxing, Qucheng in Wuxing Shuitianfan
in Hangzhou, Majiabang and Quemugiao in Jiaxing Shuanggiao in Jiaxing,
Hemudu in Yuyao, Luojiajiao in Tongxiang, Qianjinjiao and Xubugiao in
Haining, Pingqiudun in Pinghu, Wujiabu in Yuhang, Sanguandun Haining,
etc. The Hemudu site, located in the south of the Qiantang River, yielded the
earliest evidence of rice cultivation in China of the time. The Hemudu culture
seems to have been succeeded by a series of Neolithic assemblages, referred
to as Majiabang, Songze, and Liangzhu, which mainly distributed in the
north of the Qiantang river. The excavations established a continued cultural
sequence in the region, dating to 7000 — 4000 BP.

However, not until the end of the twentieth century, the cultural
sequence prior to 7000 BP and after 4300 BP remained unclear. To solve the
problem, archaeological excavations and surveys with a focus on the Puyang
River and Cao’e River began in 2000.

From 2001 to 2003, excavations at Kuahuqiao and Xiasun provided
critical data. A new material culture different from Hemudu, named
Kuahugiao, was discovered. Radiocarbon dates place the Kuahugiao culture
to around 8000 BP.

The Shangshan site in Pujiang was discovered by Jiang Leping during a

survey project in 2000. Since its discovery, three seasons of excavations have
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been carried out from 2001 to 2006. The excavations revealed a new material
assemblage, characterized by fiber-tempered, flaring-walled basins with red
slip, dating to around 10000 BP. In 2005, the Xiaohuangshan site in Shengzhou
was discovered during a survey project in the Cao’e River valley. The material
remains from Xiaohuangshan share many similarities with Shangshan, and
more importantly, they were found superimposed by the Kuahugiao strata.
This stratigraphic relation clarified the cultural sequence of the early Neolithic
Zhejiang. The new material assemblage, as characterized by Shangshan and
Xiaohuangshan, was officially named the Shangshan culture.

With Jiang Leping’s extensive efforts, a total of 18 Shangshan culture sites
have been identified, primarily distributed in the Jinqu Basin. The settlements

can be divided into three site clusters, which centered around Shangshan in
Pujiang, Hehuashan in Longyou, and Huxi in Yongkang.

While significant progress has been made since the discovery of
Shangshan. New data have brought new questions. The developmental
trajectories from Shangshan to the succeeding Kuahugiao and Hemudu
cultures still remain ambiguous. Future research may clarify the process of
cultural development in the south of the Qiantang River.

The discovery of Shangshan extended the Neolithic history in Zhejiang
to 10000 years ago. This catalogue, The Shangshan Culture: Discoveries and
Narratives, is a rich sourcebook for both academic circles and the general
public. It aims to provide the latest data and to promote continued research

on the Shangshan culture.
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