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PREFACE

Ever since I began to take up art as a career, I have a very keen interest in
Chinese Art, although my main object has always been painting of the West.
For this reason I have known Prof. Pau Shiu Yau, the author of this book,
for over fifty years. Being the principal of the Lai Ching Art Institute, he
has pupils all over the Eastern and Western Hemispheres. He is not only an
art master, but also a poet, calligraphist and author of many books. Recently
hg has told me that he is going to publish his latest book on “New Poem/
Painting of Birds”, a book of reference of how to paint and chant poetry on
all kinds of birds.

This book has made a very careful classification of creatures and birds and
their treatment, a knowledge every student of art should possess, with great
emphasis on their art and culture as well as their history, poetry and verse in
order to enable him to acquaint with the esthetics of the highest order.

In order to enhance the interest of readers, Prof. Pau has cited many interest-
ing stories concerning birds and although phoenix no longer exists, it has

always been a good subject for painters throughout centuries.

This is not only a book for art scholars but also for those bird lovers and
historians in view of the many aspects about birds which other books cannot
give.

HONG KONG October 1, 1980

LUIS CHAN
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