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Western China Cultural Ecology Research Workshop

The Western China Cultural Ecology Research Workshop ista non-profit making organization established in Hong Kong. The main task of the Workshop is to engage in cultural and travel related studies. The
Workshop is presently actively participating in the conservation of indigenous cultural heritage in Western China and to assist and advise local governments to formulate and implement related cultural and

tourism policies.
The Workshop supports the UN resolutions and charters on protection and conservation of natural and cultural heritage. The Workshop is also doing many pioneering studies and pilot projects on the practice of

cultural and eco-tourism in China.

Contact: workshop@jffmm.com
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The Natural Setting

The Longli Fort was established more than 600 years ago in the Ming dynasty. It was a military
outpost garrisoned by soldiers and their families from Central China.

“ perfect” for fengshui considerations.

Longli's natural surroundings can be interpreted as
Behind the ancient town are mountains. To its southeast is the wenbi peak, signifying its status
in culture. To its north are mountains that protect against the cold winds in the winter. To its

west are rivers that help with irrigation of the land.

In the selection of the site, military and civilian needs were obviously both considered. The fort

Jits in harmoniously with the landscape and is suitable for permanent settlement.

The defense planning of the fort is a sophisticated labyrinth. The lanes are all interlocked in a
“T” shape and nota “+” shape because “+” means “ten” in Chinese and the word
sounds like * lose” which is a taboo for any army,; whilst the “T" shape simulates the
Chinese character for “people” and is regarded as a positive sign for the community. Also, the

“T” shape arrangement of the lanes makes many corners, dead-ends and thus helps to confuse

outsiders.
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The Natural Setting
B #X B %/ The Natural Landscape
& ¥ %+ %/ The Fort Exterior
¥ 3% 45 %/ The Fort from Inside
+ ¥ #5 %/ The Cobble Stones
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Intangible Cultural Heritage
it B #€/ Dragon Dance
°f % B% Han Opera
3t # #F/ Story-telling
4 & % 7% B %/ Everyday life % i/ Burial Rituals

3o, 7% B 45/ Local Customs
4§ 7%/ Marriage Rituals
R, M 3L A/ Folk Artists

- #7¢/ Worshipping Rituals
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4T % & 42 The Natural Landscape
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