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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

harles John Huffam Dickens was born at Port Sea on 7th
CFebruary, 1812. He was the second child of John Dickens,
a minor clerk in the Navy Pay Office and of his wife Elizabeth
Barrow. The childhood of Charles Dickens was spent under
the shadow of economic insecurity, which worsened as time
went by. When his father was arrested and removed to the

debtor’s prison, his mother and four siblings joined him there.

At this time young Charles was sent to a blacking factory
and lived a life of utter misery and humiliation. He later con-
fessed that this memory he could never erase. A timely in-
heritance helped him to go to school. In 1833 he wrote his
first sketch for the Old Monthly Magazine. In 1836 the first
series of Sketches by Boz appeared in volume form. The same
year he married Catherine Hogarth.
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Dickens’s rise from obscurity and poverty to fame and
wealth was dramatic. Pickwick Papers soon appeared,fol-
lowed by Oliver Twist in 1838, Nicholas Nickleby, Barnaby
Rudge, Martin Chuzzle Wit and A Christmas Carol, David
Copperfield brought him literary fame. This was followed
by Bleak House, Little Dorrit, A Tale of Two Cities and Great
Expectations.

The hard work he had put in, affected his health in later
years. He had been living happily at Gad’s Hill near Graves
End, the dream place of his childhood. He died of a cerebral
stroke at home on 9th June, 1870, leaving behind his last
work The Mystery of Edwin Drood, unfinished.He was burried
at Westminster Abbey.
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