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Preface for “Full Mouth Rehabilitation” by Prof. George Zarb

There are far too many patients living with the adverse consequences of partial and complete edentulism.
Regrettably, to date, only a few books have sought to thoroughly address and explain the spectrum of
challenges that the profession faces when considering such patients’ much-needed Oral Rehabilitation.
Professors Jiang and Zhang have recognized and accepted this challenge and have now made a significant
contribution to the dental literature with their very welcome text.
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The field of Oral Rehabilitation remains Dentistry’s - especially the Prosthodontic discipline’s -
biggest therapeutic challenge. This is because new interpretations of ongoing research-driven advances in
relevant adjunctive clinical areas - Oromaxillofacial Surgery, Periodontics, Orthodontics, Biomaterials and
more recently Implant Therapy - demand an increased professional awareness of the importance of shared
responsibilities in clinical decision making.

The accompanying stock taking of how to best integrate all of these disciplines into a prudent and
scientifically acceptable approach to meeting patient-mediated needs, as opposed to exclusive dentist-
determined ones reflects exemplary professional achievement.

This is because current dental practice has never been as vulnerable as it is today to push patients
towards therapeutic initiatives which are driven by a continuing education culture that is more responsive to
consumerism and web-based information, than to compelling, prudently fiscal time dependent and evidence-
based outcomes. The special and close relationship that exists between patients and health professionals can
only be honestly nurtured if informed patient-mediated concerns are accorded the same degree of priority as
our professional ones.

The discipline of prosthodontics is now at a crossroads in its long-standing claim to prudently re-define
and lead intraoral architectural initiatives. Its future academic relevance depends upon its willingness to
lead the dental team, by synergizing more effectively with the other dental disciplines. Addressing concerns
relating to the treatment outcome continuum of dental interventions when making oral rehabilitation choices
demands a careful reconciliation of knowledge in those determinants that enhance optimal prognoses for
all dental patients. The latter include thorough familiarity with the scientific pedigree of proposed treatment
plans, patients’ systemic health concerns and their impact on the planned interventions, aesthetic issues, time
dependent intraoral ecologic concerns and the significance of scrupulously documented treatment outcomes.

This book deserves to be studied and debated; and above all endorsed by the profession to ensure better
ways of providing a coherent approach to managing patients needing oral rehabilitation. This challenging
therapeutic discipline demands optimal clinical understanding and management and a text of this calibre goes
a long way towards achieving this goal.

George A. Zarb CM, B.Ch.D, MS, DDS, MS, FRCD (C); PhD, DSc, MD, LLD (HC)
Emeritus Professor, University of Toronto.

Editor-in-Chief, International Journal of Prosthodontics

July 20, 2014
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Preface by Professor Thomas Taylor

It is a great pleasure that I was asked to write a preface for this book. In my view, Dr. Hai Zhang and the
Co-Editor Dr. Ting Jiang have put together a fantastic piece of work that I have no doubt will significantly
promote the interest of Chinese dentists to learn the critical thinking process and technical skills that are
necessary to provide full mouth rehabilitation treatment for their patients.

Before Dr. Zhang started his prosthodontic residency program in my department at the University
of Connecticut School of Dental Medicine, he had already received excellent training from his home
dental school in China. During his training in our program, he learned a systematic approach of full
mouth rehabilitation, especially how to incorporate dental implants with traditional fixed and removable
prosthodontics. He was always well prepared and documented all of his patient treatments carefully. The

consistent high quality of his work ensured his success. Upon graduation, he was selected as a faculty in my
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department due to his excellent performance during his residency training. He taught Fixed Prosthodontics
and Dental Implantology in my department and was selected as one of the outstanding teachers by our
students.

The University of Washington is well known for its interdisciplinary approach in treating severely
dentally debilitated patients. As the Graduate Prosthodontics program director, Dr. Zhang closely works with
other programs and departments such as Periodontics, Orthodontics, Endodontics and Oral Surgery. In this
book, he and Dr. Jiang invited a few outstanding authors who graduated from the top Graduate programs in
the US. The result is a well-organized practical guide book for Chinese dentists who are interested in learning
the concepts and techniques required for full mouth rehabilitation treatment.

I had an opportunity to lecture in the same symposium with Dr. Zhang in China in 2012. Based on
this first-hand experience | knew how much interest Chinese dentists have in learning more advanced
prosthodontics and implant dentistry. Dr. Zhang is highly respected in China with his dedication to teaching
and willingness to share his knowledge with others. I truly believe that Chinese dentists will benefit

maximally from this book in their patient care of full mouth rehabilitation.

Thomas Taylor, BS, DDS, MS, FACP.
Professor and Head

Department of Reconstructive Sciences

University of Connecticut School of Dental Medicine
2014-6-12
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