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A city is the product of human civilization. Today, more than half of the
world’s population lives in cities. With the development of industrialization and
urbanization, the cities are able to provide a better life for people. However,
cities are also confronting us with quite a number of challenges, including traffic
congestion, environmental pollution, resource shortages and cultural conflicts.
In 2010, a splendid World Expo, with the theme of “Better City, Better Life”,
was held in Shanghai, China. Countries from all over the world fully displayed
their achievement in urban civilization and spread their advanced ideas and
theories of urban development, and it left us an abundant spiritual heritage with
a profound impact on achieving sustainable urban development.

Aiming to promote the theme of the Expo 2010 and inspire mankind
to make unremitting efforts for a better city and a better life, on October 31,
2014, the first “World Cities Day” of the United Nations was solemnly held in
Shanghai. As one of a series of the First World Cities Day Forums, the Global
City Forum had a spectacular opening on the bank of the beautiful Huangpu
River, which was hosted by the Development and Research Center of Shanghai
Municipal People’s Government as well as the World Bank, and was organized
by Shanghai Normal University. With the theme “Shanghai 2050: A Rising
Global City”, Shanghai Global City Forum gathered leading experts and
professionals both at home and abroad, including those from United Nations and
the World Bank. Guests held a further discussion on global city development
trend and “Shanghai 2050 development strategy from different perspectives,
such as city innovation, globalization and urban governance. Numerous
profound insights full of wisdom and intelligence were contributed to the forum,

which can be rated as an evocative and beneficial brain storming thought feast.
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Shanghai 2050: A Rising Global City—The Record of Global City
Forum on the First UN World Cities Day is the original presentation of this
thought feast. Based on the principle of recording the authentic viewpoints
of the speakers, this book vividly shows the heated discussions of the event,
the detailed insights of speakers and the advanced experience of global city
construction, which offers precious materials for the researchers. We hope
that this book will be of benefit to people who are concerned about global city
development and will inspire us to shape the future of global city and Shanghai
in a broader horizon with foresightedness.

World Cities Day brings us more hope than ever before. Looking into the
future, Shanghai will take greater responsibilities in realizing the “Chinese
Dream” of the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and boosting China’s
economy. Shanghai will consider the overall situation, fulfill its potential, seek
opportunities and plan and implement its strategic development in the next three
decades. Let’s make concerted efforts in a more foresighted, opener and wiser
way to build Shanghai into a megacity nationwide, a megacity worldwide and to

embrace a Shanghai full of vitality and dreams in the future.
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