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Drew Faust: A “Rebellious Daughter” to Lead
Harvard

I’m not the woman president of Harvard. I’'m the president of Harvard.
— Drew Faust
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Drew Gilpin Faust /was born on Sept. 18, 1947, /and grew up /in

Clarke County, Va., /in the Shenandoah Valley. /She was brought up /

as the only girl in a privileged (E##9), tradition-bound family/ in

Virginia horse country. /Her mother, Catharine, /told her repeatedly,

“It's a man’s world, sweetie,/ and the sooner you learn that /the better

She lived in a world /

where social arrangements /

were taken for granted /and

assumed to be timeless. /She

was inculcated (E#i) from

an early age /that a child’s

obligation /was to learn social

norms, /not to question them.

/The complexities of racial deportment /were of a piece /with learning

manners and etiquette (f%%t%L3)/more generally. /Faust learnt that /

there were formalized ways /of organizing almost every aspect of /

human relationships and interactions — / how you placed your fork

and knife on the plate /when you had finished eating, /what you did




with a fingerbowl; /who walked through a door first, /whose name was

spoken first /in an introduction, how others were addressed/ — black

adults with just a first name, /whites as “Mr.” or “Mrs.” /—whose hand

you shook /and whose you didn’t, /who ate in the dining room /and who

in the kitchen. /As a little girl, Faust did some traditional things /such as

raising a beef cow, /joining the Brownies /and took dancing lessons.
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Although Faust grew up in a community of rigid racial segregation
(F% %), her inner world is replete with non-conformity. Faust rebelled at
an early age against the widespread racial discrimination of the time
and the secondary role she was expected to play as a female. She
refused to become a debutante (B X#H AMZIHER L M) and left
home at an early age in order to be educated at Concord Academy,
then a girls’ prep school in Massachusetts, and at Bryn Mawr College,
a women's college known for creating future leaders, and to become
a leading Civil War scholar. When she was nine, she wrote President
Dwight D. Eisenhower, urging him to end racial segregation. Labeled
as “a rebellious daughter”, she went on to march in the civil rights
protests in the 1960s.

The only daughter in a family of four children, Faust wrote in a
later autobiographical essay, “I was the rebel who did not just march
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for civil rights and against the Vietnam War, but who fought endlessly
with my mother, refusing to accept her insistence that this is a man’s
world, sweetie, and the sooner you learn that the better off you'll be.”
Faust failed to go to Princeton /for the university did not admit
female students /in the mid-1960s, /so she went to Bryn Mawr. /It was
significant for Faust /to have been educated /at Concord Academy
and Bryn Mawr, /since these women'’s institutions in those days /
tended to give these young women /a very good sense of themselves
/and encouraged them to /develop their own ideas /and to express
themselves confidently. /It was an invaluable experience in a world /in
which women were second-class citizens. /Through education, /Faust
took off on her own track /and aspired to achieve accomplishments.
“She was raised to be a rich man’s wife,” said a friend, Elizabeth
Warren, a law professor at Harvard. “Instead she becomes the
president of the most powerful university in the world.” When she was
asked how she thought of her mother’s idea that the world belonged to
men, she replied, “l think in many ways that comment — ‘It's a man’s
world, sweetie’ — was a bitter comment from a woman of a generation
who didn’t have the kind of choices my generation of women had.”
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Faust's Friends say /she is remarkably efficient and brave, /both
in work and personal life./At Penn, /Dr. Faust, who was divorced from
her first husband, /Stephen Faust, /in 1976, met Charles Rosenberg, /



a professor /who is regarded as a preeminent historian /of American
medicine, /and who became her second husband. /She and Professor
Rosenberg /have a daughter, Jessica,/ a Harvard graduate /who works
at The New Yorker. /She attended /almost all of the games of Jessica,
/in three sports /and once organized a poetry festival /at her school. /
She also has a stepdaughter, /Leah, a professor at the University of
Florida.
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But at 40, Faust experienced what could have been a new closed
door: cancer. “When | was diagnosed with breast cancer out of the
blue, | had just turned 40. | don’t have a family history of it; it's not
something | had been led to worry about. People asked, ‘don’t you
feel, why me?’ What | felt was, well, why not me?”

Ever resilient, Faust says she felt very lucky. “I had a kind of
cancer that could be contained. | had terrific medical treatment at
University of Pennsylvania.” Her voice breaks. “I was given excellent
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care.

Faust says she learned a lot during that time. “About the world.
And about my relationship to the world.” She is quick, though, to
counter this sunny statement with mention of a “famous Barbara
Ehrenreich essay” which vehemently opposes the notion that there
is any good arising from a diagnosis of breast cancer. Faust says, ‘I
understand her anger at efforts to turn a diagnosis of breast cancer
into a time to exchange teddy bears. On the other hand, | have to say
it changed my life. It made me change my notion of what risk entails.”

Faust told The Globe /that after the diagnosis, /“taking an
intellectual risk /seems like nothing.” /She also credits the diagnosis /
which inspiring the topic of her latest book, /This Republic of Suffering:
Death and the Civil War.
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As a scholar, Faust remains as independent thinker, civil rights
activist, Bryn Mawr graduate and master’s and doctorate at the
University of Pennsylvania. Faust has served since 2001 as the
founding dean of the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard.
Before coming to Harvard, she spent 25 years on the faculty of the
University of Pennsylvania, where she had also headed the women'’s



