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Unit 1

Landscape Design Program
Textﬂ

Landscape Architecture and Planning Programme of
Wageningen UR

Landscapes form our living environment. Natural landscapes are often beautiful in
themselves, however most of those we now live in are the result of our complex interaction
with the natural world. The new generation of landscape architects and spatial planners
understand the challenges we face when shaping and creating the landscapes that form a
key component of our living environment. Your goal is to study and design sustainable
solutions for important landscape challenges such as climate change, energy needs, health,

food security and urbanization.

Fig. 1.1 Wageningen UR campus

If you enroll in the Master Landscape Architecture and Planning (MLP) programme,
you join an academic, research-oriented group, where you learn to unravel planning

processes and/or to develop creative designs founded on in-depth academic knowledge. As
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part of the programme, you plan, work, and reflect on your own research subject,
supported and coached by experts from the professional field.
Depending on your personal ambitions, the MLP MSc programme offers two different
career tracks:
* You can focus on professional and design issues if your aim is to work as a reflective
practitioner in the public or private design sector;
* Your focus can be more research-oriented, for example if you intend to continue
with a PhD research after graduation or if you intend to work as a landscape

researcher.
The Common Courses for Both Specializations (30ECTS)

The following courses form the common part of the programme: Reflections on
Planning and Design Practices, Landscape Theory and Analysis, Research Methodology
for Planning and Design and the Atelier for Planning and Design. These are combined with
two modular skills training courses.

Reflections on Planning and Design Practices

Reflections on Planning and Design Practices offers a historical and geographical
comparative perspective on planning and design practices. You learn about specific theories
and related concepts, methods and skills which together make up a toolkit with which you
can critically observe and reflect on planning and design practices.

Landscape Theory and Analysis

Landscape Theory and Analysis enables you to understand and analyse landscapes
from three different theoretical perspectives: Landscapes as an object; a cultural
construct; and an experience. In the course, you learn to make the link between these
theoretical perspectives and the analysis tools you use in planning and design practice.

Research Methodology for Planning and Design

In this course, you are challenged to evaluate the adequacy of existing planning and
design methods, to make a choice among them, and to critically reflect on their feasibility
when addressing specific research questions.

Atelier Landscape Architecture and Planning

In the Atelier Landscape Architecture and Planning course, you, together with
students from many other disciplines, team up in small project groups to address real-
world planning and design issues. The assignments you work on are extremely varied as
they have been set by clients from many different backgrounds, such as local or regional
governments, NGOs or citizen groups.

You and your team explore the relevant information and interact with relevant
stakeholders, transforming your ideas into elaborate designs and strategies for their

implementation. Working as an interdisciplinary team allows you to view the information

M
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from different perspectives, and translate this into an advice, often in the form of a
design, on future actions for their client.

If you choose the programme’s research track, you will take the Academic Research
Proposal Course instead of the Atelier Landscape Architecture and Planning, which helps
you acquire and/or improve on your professional skills in writing and defending a scientific

research proposal.

Year 1:

Specialisation Landscape Architecture

Period 1 Period 2 Period 3 Period 4 Period 5 Period 6
Refleclion on Pl:jm' Lsndscape Theer Opticaal Modular Skills Training
ning and Design )

) ry and Analysis | Research
Practices Methodor] A Lands Ar-

et 0-0eg Re-cxams| Optional |Master Studio Re- l.eter _andscape ‘r
Master Studio Park . for P!anmng gional Landscape Ars chitecture and Planning
D — Restricted  Op-| and Design ciitire: A Systhns OR Research Master

tional A h Cluster
Approach pproac
Specialisation Spatial Planning
Reflection on Plan-
. .| Landscape Theo- ! . s

ning and Design . Optional Modular Skills Training

) ry and Analysis Besaiiih
Practices esearc!

Methodo-logy Planning
for Dlansing Re-exams Theary Ateter Landscape Ar-
Planmnf; society and | Landscape Theo- and Design Optional chitecture and Planning
Innovation ry and Analysis OR Research Master
Cluster

Restricted Optional;

Choice between the courses;

-Climate-responsive Planning and Design Practices
-Global Landscapes and Place-Marking
-Foodscapes Urban Lifestyles and Transition

The Specialization Courses (12 ECTS)

The two specializations within the MSc programme include courses (12 ECTS) which
specifically focus on either specialisation; Landscape Architecture or Spatial Planning.

Landscape Architecture

For this specialisation, you complete two design studios, both with a different design
approach and scale level. The Master Studio Park Design: a Narrative Approach is about

the design of a park, an estate or a public space. You focus on the design of these in a real
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urban context, using systematic context research: a ‘narrative’ and the decorative design
tradition. In the second design studio, Atelier Regional Landscape Architecture: a
Systems Approach, you focus on a more complex assignment with a regional/
metropolitan/infrastructural nature.

Spatial Planning

For this specialisation, you take the Planning, Society and Innovation and the
Planning Theory courses. In the first course, you learn to deliver a comprehensive
planning advice for an assignment related to contemporary socio-political debates, and
which is of strategic relevance to the development of the area or region examined. Your
advice includes clear components of technological, governance and / or design innovation.

In the second course, you gain deeper insights in the nature and goals of spatial planning.

The Optional Parts (18ECTS)

The MLP programme offers a number of optional courses (6 ECTS each). You select
one of these to deepen your knowledge and skills in the field of:

-Climate and Energy by doing the course Climate-responsive Planning and Design or;

~Culture and Economy by doing the course Global Landscapes and Place-Making or;

-Food and Health by doing the course Foodscapes Urban Lifestyles and Transition.

Once you have completed one of these entry courses, you can enrol in other courses in
that specific field of study and use the other 12 ECTS to compose your own minor.
However, you can also choose from a range of optional courses (up to 12 ECTS) of your

own interest.
Internship and Thesis

In your second year, you work on an internship or minor thesis, as well as your major
thesis.

Internship or Minor Thesis

Depending on your background and your career orientation, you can either do an
internship or a minor thesis. If you are considering a career in research, or you already
have worked in the professional field, you can choose to deepen your research skills and
experience by doing a minor thesis. If you would like to explore the professional practice of
landscape architects and/or spatial planners, we advise the internship.

Your Major Thesis

The major thesis (36 ECTS) is your final product! Your thesis demonstrates that you
can independently conduct a research or a research-based planning or design project.
Although it is an individual project, you are encouraged to connect with other students
working on projects in a broader context. You select your own thesis subjects which fit

one of the research themes of your Chair group’s specialization.

fle 4
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Year 2:

Specialisation Landscape Architecture

Intership Landscape Architecture (at least 4 months- 24 ects) | Major Thesis Landscape Architecture (6 months- 36

or Minor thesis (24 ects) ects)

Specialisation Spatial Planning

Intership Spatial Planning (at least 4 months- 24 ects) or ) s B )
) Major Thesis Spatial Planning (6 months- 36 ects)
Minor thesis (24 ects)

Landscape Design Program of Anna Gresham School

The Anna Gresham Landscape Design School is an exclusive landscape design school
dedicated to teaching landscape and garden design by distance learning. We have become
the first choice worldwide amongst those wanting to become qualified for a career in
Landscape and Garden Design.

The Online Diploma in Landscape Design program provides a thorough training in
residential landscape and garden design. It is for serious career-oriented students who wish
to enter landscape design at a professional level. Successful graduates earn a Diploma in
Landscape Design through a comprehensive study program which is valid worldwide.

With students and graduates in the USA, Canada, Australia, UK, New Zealand,
Europe, India and numerous other countries, our school has become established as an
international benchmark for the study of professional landscape and garden design through
home study. We have hundreds of students and graduates worldwide pursuing successful

careers as Landscape and Garden Designers. You can be one of them.

Home Study Program

You can earn a Degree and become qualified designer in landscape and garden design
while finishing this Degree program. Our Degree program is fully comprehensive and
offers the ideal training for a professional career, covering every aspect of landscape design
clearly and thoroughly. In line with changes in the industry, we support and teach the full
use of CAD for landscape design work.
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The Aim of the Program

The program is committed to training creative, confident and professionally superior
landscape designers. On completion of your studies you will be entitled to be fully
competent to undertake the following tasks:

* Planting designs for flowerbeds and other planted areas and designing the layouts of

paved areas, paths, lawns, and planted areas.

* Creating sustainable and eco-friendly designs.

* Designing concepts and plans for garden structures, steps, patios, decks, water

features etc.

* Producing concept plans, planting plans, and plant care schedules.

» Preparation of concepts and plans for land management.

» Solving minor site drainage problems.

» Preparation of construction and working drawings for hard landscaping items (not

requiring specialist engineering) .
* Managing the budget and the installation of the design on behalf of the client
(customer) .

* Running a landscape design business.
What You Will Learn

The Degree program covers every aspect of garden and landscape design as well as
other topics concerned with the setting up and running a professional landscape design and
consulting business. You will learn everything a professional landscape designer needs to
know.

Project Assessment: You will learn how to talk with the client about their landscaping
concerns, assess the potential of the site, deal with the client's needs, suggest the best
course of action, and give a written quotation for design work.

Site Survey: You will learn to measure a site, including surveying ground levels, and
use this data to draw an accurate and useful survey plan.

Concept Plan: Showing a ‘birds eye’ view of the proposed design, this drawing is the
starting point in the development of a new garden or landscape. You will learn to create exciting
and functional designs and present them to your clients as attractive Concept Plans.

Planting Plan: You will learn to design the perfect planting scheme to complement
the new design. Preparing detailed planting plans and schedules are covered fully.

Hard Landscape Construction: You will learn about hard landscape construction and
materials. This will enable you to design viable structures to enhance your designs.

Running a Professional Design and Consulting Business: You will learn all the aspects

of running your own business in a professional manner. This includes dealing with clients,
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effective communication, getting new business, industry protocols, planning a client’s

budget, and writing technical specifications.
How Long Does It Take?

Especially designed for home study, the diploma program consists of 21 modules and
can be realistically completed in less than a year. Assignments vary in complexity and
length. Some need only a few hours work, while others, such as the three real design
projects will take longer. It is recommended that at least 10 to 12 hours per week be set
aside for this program.

Even if you have a full time job or a busy lifestyle, you should be able to complete 1
or 2 modules a month. While many students complete the entire program in less than 1
year, you have a full 18 months to complete the program. And if you don’t get finished in

time, you can apply for an extension.
Program Content

This is a brief outline of the main topics included in the program. The course material
is intensive and highly informative with many pictures and diagrams used to illustrate
concepts. You will be taught and encouraged to think and solve problems.

« 21 intensive, information-packed study modules covering all aspects of professional

landscape design.

e 21 highly relevant, hands-on assignments reflecting the actual work done by

landscape designers.

e 4 full, real-life landscape design projects (no installation is required for any

projects) .

» several small garden design projects (no installation is required) .

* continual assessment and feedback to keep you informed of your progress.

 a free CAD course to quickly get your CAD skills up to speed (for those using the

recommended CAD software) .
The Study Modules

1. Course Overview; The Design Process; Analyzing a Site; Discovering the
Client’s Needs

2. Classification and Naming of Plants; Plants and Soil

3. Drawing to Scale; Geometric drawing

4. Site Surveying - theory and practical

5. The Drawing Sheet; Drawing techniques

6. Zoning Diagrams and Functional Placement; Origins of the Modern Garden

7. Design Principles &. Design Development part 1; Major Design Project

A
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8. Design Principles & Design Development part 2

9. Solving Site Problems; Garden Styles and Themes; Function and Safety

10. Surveying ground levels- theory and practical

11. Elevations, Cross-sections and Working Drawings

12. Portraying planting in your drawings; Major Design Project

13. Planting design; Color theory; Shape and Texture

14. Designing a Border; How to choose the Right Plants; The Planting Plan

15. Hard Landscaping Material; Working with Existing Levels; Drainage

16. Water Features, Pools and Ponds; Paving and other Horizontal Surfaces

17. Introduction to Timber Construction; Steps and Ramps; Walls; Fences
and Screens

18. Decorative  Structures and Garden DBuildings; Using Trees, Shrubs,
Hedges, Vines

19. Natural Habitat Gardens; Eco-friendly Design; Major Design Project

20. Small Gardens and Theme Gardens; Functional Planting; Irrigation, Lighting and
Accoutrements; Estimating Installation Costs for Budgetary Purposes

21. Business Procedures; Documents and Contracts; the Client-Designer-Contractor
Relationship; Specification Writing; The Bidding Process; Project Facilitation; Costing
your Design Services; Getting your Business Started; Promoting your Business; Final

Design Project
Landscape Design with CAD

Our Diploma in Landscape Design program requires the use of CAD for the production
of landscape drawings and plans.

Using CAD to produce landscape design plans increases productivity by making
drawings quicker to produce and easier to change. Most employers prefer that their
landscape designers are CAD proficient.

Those new to CAD should use the recommended CAD software and take advantage of
the free CAD course. If you already know how to use CAD then you can use any suitable
CAD software you choose. The recommended CAD software is available for FREE.

Our Diploma program also includes a free CAD training course written especially for
the recommended CAD software. The lessons instruct you how to use the software step-

by-step, as you learn how to design landscapes and gardens professionally.
Fees and Enrollment Procedure

The Diploma Program consists of 21 Lessons, 21 assignments, supplemental
material, and a free CAD course for those that choose to use the recommended CAD

software. Study material is presented as printable PDF manuals via internet download.

M
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Fees

* The fee for the Diploma program is nzZMYM2000.

* The study material is normally available by download within 24 hours of enrollment.

» Fees do not include the cost of any CAD software, equipment and materials.

* Payment is made by Visa or Master Card.

Enrollment Procedure

* Request the Information Pack & Sample lessons and read the information thoroughly.

e If you would like more information then contact Anna s who is very friendly and

helpful.

e Read our Terms and Conditions.

» Enroll using the secure Online Enrollment Form.

* We will confirm receipt of your payment and enrollment by email. This will be done

before the close of the next business day.

¢ As soon as your enrollment has been confirmed we will send you a confirmation

email containing the links for the course material download.

(adapted from http; //www. landscape-designer. co. nz)

New words

landscape n. Bl

CIESE 4l
fifF 55 AU
f I, T
in-depth adj. MWIJEMN, HEAB

sustainable adj.
research-oriented 7.

unravel .

reflect » &, Bz, BFE
PhD n. {H+2£07

modular adj. FEHALR)
atelier n. TAEZE, HZE

feasibility =». A[47#:, AJREM:
NGOs abbr. (non-governmental organization)

FBUFHR

stakeholder =n. FlIZEHHEHE
narrative adj. BUAHY, K
estate n. JrHbrT, W

internship 3£2J
flowerbeds n. b1z

patios n. K

decks n. BMKREH
plantation n. it [E
drainage . HEK
running v. JafE
KA

i FE 1Y)
WERY
specifications n. K&
module =z Bk

durable n.
hardy adj.

compulsory adj.

ramp n.  YH., FHK
screen n. JGEN

shrub n.  #EAK

hedge n. W&
enrollment =n. {EF. AZE
cross-sections n.  BLIH

R 3]

career-oriented n.
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