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Cycas fairylakea D.Y.Wang in Danger and
Efforts Made in Its Rescue

Cycas fairylakea D.Y.Wang, of Cycadaceae and Cycas. is a kind of ancient
relict plant and one of the rare and endangered plants in the world now. Under the
“New International Grade of Endangered Species”™ by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature ( [UCN ) |, C. fairvlakea is involved in endangered species. In

China, it is listed as one of the National First-class Key Preserved Wild Plants.

At present C. fairylakea only exists in small amount in Tanglang Mountain of
Shenzhen City and Qujiang County of Shaoguan City, Heshan County of Jiangmen
City in Guangdong Province, China. Due to development construction, recently the
number of wild C. fairylakea is still dwindling, and till 2008, the total amount is even
less than 2,000. Within the first-class drinking-water source reserve of Meilin Reservoir
in Shenzhen City survive 1,013 wild C. fairylakea. But by 2007, most of the C.
ﬁ:in'/akéa in Meilin Reservoir was on the verge of death with the whole species in risk

of extinction, because of their weak competitiveness, insect harm and other reasons.

Since 2008, Shenzhen Meilin Reservoir Management Office has been constantly
conducting the rescue and conservation of C. fairylakea, including the study of
species properties, nurture technology, pandava prevention technology, the effect
of light transmittance on the growth of C. fairylakea, pollination ecology, artificial
pollination technology, seed transmission, seed seedling technology, etc., exploring
the threatening elements and protection methods for C. fairylakea. Through eight
years of site protection and conservation, success has been achieved in saving C.

fairylakea. Furthermore, with the growth status of C. fairylakea in Meilin Reservoir



improving year by year, the vegetative growth and reproductive growth has fully
restored, the species tends towards healthy from the brink of extinction, and the species
size is rapidly expanding. To October 2016, in Meilin Reservoir, there are 1,107
C. fairylakea over 80cm in height, 4,126 seedlings less than 80cm, with species number
totaling over 5,233 and species size expanding four times. At the meantime, more than
1,300 seedlings are planted in other places provided by us. To our pride, the rescue of

endangered C. fairylakea is claimed as a success.

In Shenzhen City, C. fairylakea is the unique species which belongs to the
National First-class Key Preserved Wild Plants, and Meilin Reservoir is its largest
habitat over the world. Thus Meilin Reservoir becomes the name card of ecological
civilization of Shenzhen City for the rescue of C. fairylakea. C. fairylakea conservation

breaks a new ground for the rescue of rare and endangered plants.
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