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PREFACE

A. Lange & Séhne has made history during the last fifteen
years: Saxon history, German history, economic history, and —
last but not least — horological history. By connecting with its
own Erzgebirge fradition, the Glashitte brand has once again
become more than the nostalgic memory the socialist era
made it info: A. Lange & Séhne has now become an animated
leader in the world of watchmaking — from Saxony.

Alongside the brand’s extensive history, this book presents
you with about one hundred of the most beautfiful and
sought-after models manufactured by the Glashtte-based
marque. In this volume you will not only find pre-war and
wartime models sought after on the secondary market, you
will also get to know the grand highlights of more recent
brand history that stand in the spotlight. Timepieces such
as the Tourbograph Pour le Mérite are among the most
spectacular in the history of mechanical watchmaking and
allow the observer to dream. Modern classics such as the
Lange 1 and the 1815 models have resuscitated the image
of both the brand and its location Glashdtte in the last
decade and a half.

The selection of timepieces shown in this volume represents
only a cross section of the entire palefte of variations that the
brand has manufactured since 1994. It is without a doubt
just the right amount of images for browsing, and these will
certainly ignite your curiousity to see more of the complicated,
innovative watchmaking this illustrious Saxon brand is highly
capable of producing.

Heidelberg, January 2010
Henning Mitzlitz
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Das Lange-Stammhaus

The traditional Lange residence
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STATE-OF-
THE-ART
TRADITION

The history of A. Lange & Séhne began in 1815: prefty much the
same year that Europe — sfill in ruins thanks to the French Revolution
and the Napoleonic Wars — received a new order at the Congress of
Vienna. After years of conflicts, ifs seftlements brought a stability able
fo create a platform for economic upturn in Europe in the ensuing
decades despife a reestablishment of traditional modes of thought.
On February 18 of that same year Ferdinand Adolph Lange was
born the son of gunsmith Johann Samuel Lange in Dresden. At

the ripe old age of 15 in 1830, sfill in the midst of his schooling,

he began an apprenticeship with later watchmaker fo the royalty
Johann Christian Friedrich Gutkaes. By the time 1835 rolled around,
he had completed his apprenticeship, remaining another two years
in the workshop of Dresden’s most renowned watch business.
When the young watchmaker learned of the flourishing centers

of watchmaking in London and Paris, he began his journeyman
years in earnest. He worked and studied for four years in Paris with
chronometer maker Thadddus Winnerl fo learn the secrets of high
watchmaking and, more precisely, fo penetrate the scientific side
of his profession. Many meticulous ideas and inventions by master
watchmakers Abraham-Louis Breguet and George Graham thus
found their way into his journeyman notebook.

In 1841, Lange returned to his Saxon home and one year later
married Antonia Gutkaes, his previous master's daughter. The

very same year he became a master watchmaker and a partner

STATE-OF-THE-ART TRADITION 7



fo Gutkaes, who had been called to the royal court as its
wafchmaker. The young watchmaker Carl Moritz Grossmann
began an apprenticeship with Gutkaes that same year.

At first, Lange designed several complicated timepieces for
Gutkaes & Lange, inifiating a remarkable economic upswing
for his company. Thus inspired, he submitted an offer to privy
councilor von Weissenbach to build a pocket watch factory in
the structurally and economically weak Erzgebirge region, in
the mountains surrounding Dresden.

With the beginning industrialization, and particularly the
expansion of the railroads even in Saxony, there was an
increased demand for precision watches and pocket
chronometers fo synchronize timetables. In this way, Lange
Eit, BEEIEANERER wanted fo allow the entire region to profit from the rise of

B 2 L 35 S TR mechanical watchmaking, which the Saxon ministry of the

. interior was particularly fond of. The concept of the young

BESE AR BUAT A0 1T X4 AR 5 34
- ‘&Afﬁinéﬁ’]ﬁ'mk%ﬂﬁ*ﬂ enfrepreneur included the manufacture of one single type
s e - of watch using standardized movement design, purpose-

AREETESERIRRL built machines, and an organized division of labor. The
MEHE—#EXNFER,

MBEREARMALFSE BB ERELE® The monument honoring

ST, EYMBESE Ferdinand Adolph Lange
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apprentices were to originate in the region and be able to
complete twelve watches per week, which would result in
an annual production of 600 pieces. He also thought fo
have some craftsmen make cases in order fo attain more
independence from foreign suppliers.

This was also true of the movement design itself. By
developing the three-quarter plate and the Glashitte lever
escapement, Lange created prerequisites for pocket watches
designed to meet the challenges of a new era.

The Saxon government agreed with his plan, and in 1845
the Glashutte-based manufactory Lange & Cie. was founded.
After a few difficult beginning years, in which few of the
planned 600 watches could be completed, Glashutte
bloomed as a location for watch manufacture: Lange's

first studenfs were already able fo gain their independence
in 1848 and founded their own workshops for supplier
components in and around Glashitte. Other melodious
names that were to become legendary in watchmaking
worked alongside Lange in Glashtte: Friedrich August Adolf
Schneider, Julius Assmann, and Gutkaes's apprentice Carl
Moritz Grossmann.

STATE-OF-THE-ART TRADITION 9
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A few days after founding the company, Lange’s son Richard
entered the world. Like his father he was trained as a
watchmaker, affer which he journeyed to advance to become
a master of his frade. Ferdinand Adolph Lange also acted as
the mayor of Glashitte from 1848 until 1866 in addition to
leading his company.

In 1868, Richard joined the company, which then changed its
name fo A. Lange & Séhne. Ferdinand Adolph’s second son,
Emil, followed a few years later. In 1873 the Lange residence
was builf, which served both as workshop and family home.
On December 3, 1875 Ferdinand Adolph Lange passed
away, affer which his sons jointly continued his work. Twenty
years later, on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of

the company’s founding, the city of Glashutte erected a
monument fo the pioneer in watchmaking that can still be
admired in the town.

In the subsequent period, Lange’s sons seamlessly continued
the work of their father, and Emil received the Knight's Cross
of the French Legion of Honor in 1902 for his service in
watchmaking. Four years later, the third generation entered
the company in the form of Emil's son Otto. His other fwo
sons, Rudolf and Gerhard, also joined the management, and
from 1919 the three brothers successfully continued leading
the company.

Richard Lange discovered a new beryllium alloy in 1930

that improved the characteristics of springs in watches and
patented this invention.

A new movement line called Caliber 48 was manufactured
from 1938, which was used during the war years in the pilot’s
and marine observation watches of the German armed forces.
On May 8, 1945 — the day that Germany officially

capitulated — an air raid destroyed the company’s main
production building. The production of Caliber 48 was only
continued after that with great effort. In 1948 — in a divided
Germany — the company was confiscated and the family
expropriated.

STATE-OF-THEARTTRADITON 1 ]



Bk, HRFRER
BTIR.

19954, TL/R4F - B
& B A &L R B T R 5R
EOR. HERE4IE
SN - hEBER—
[E] 1k iX 4> & k8 & [B] £ 2K
R A TIE, BAIRF
RMEREENTEE
AHFIE4C. 19984, B

12 1z#4

| A BT R

Modern pre l‘ot
a traditional product™

A. Lange & Séhne was turned into a “people’s
company” called VEB Mechanik Lange &
Séhne. In 1951 the company, like the entire
Glashdtte industry, was infegrated info a
combine, thus becoming part of Glashutter
Uhrenbetriebe, which remained in place until
the Berlin Wall fell in 1989.

Walter Lange, born in 1924 the great-grandson
of Ferdinand Adolph Lange and trained as a
watchmaker before World War Il broke ouf,




BERNAFERETE
“EEFRE, BE
&, BAEARIFHNGIE
£H.
EFNTEE, P&
H—FH KEF, K
BTERMEHOKI:
120014, BA#&IALE
BE—%, HEHE
TR E T E
DTEMBNER.
WER, W “HR
Rl Bk, T
LEBHBEFTBEX

took the unexpected opportunity after German reunification
fo re-found his family’s legacy from the ruins of socialism.
On December 7, 1990 — precisely 145 years after his great-
grandfather originally founded the company — he registered
Lange Uhren GmbH in GlashUtte and globally protected the
brand name A. Lange & Séhne. This act marked the starting
point of a new era in the company’s history.

The first manufacturing space of the new era was
housed in the building of former precision pendulum
clock company Strasser & Rohde, producing a debut
collection in October 1994. The latter firmly positioned
the returning brand in the spotlight of the world’s stage of
fine watchmaking in the modern age: Lange 1, Arkade,
Saxonia, and the Pour le Mérite tourbillon sealed a new
reputation for A. Lange & Séhne.




