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Abstract

In the Northern and Southern Dynasties, Buddhist statue’s backlight in
various regions showed different but interacted pedigree images in form,
content and pattern. Even in the same region at different periods, or
different regions at the same period, there were differences and changes in
backlight images. Those days, paintings and sculptures were created based
on Buddhist scriptures about transformations to Buddha, flames, apsaras,
lotuses, and stories of Buddhism in a limited space to publicize the moral
principles of Buddhism.

The backlight of Chinese Buddhist statues originated in ancient India
but was less influenced by the backlight of ancient Indian Buddhist statues.
In the Southern and Northern Dynasties, Buddhist statue’s backlight
boasted a wealth of shapes and content, mainly due to continuously transla-
ting Buddhist scriptures into Chinese and the impact of local politics and cul-
ture. The two factors, like wings of the Chinese Buddhist statue’s backlight,
have made its shape not only meet its own law of development, but promote
the development of the East, the West, the South and the North. As a re-
sult, seemingly simple statues backlight is a complex and complicated thing,
reflected in two aspects; first, differences in presentation of statue’s back-
light between the North and the South; second, similarities and differences
in form and content of statue’s backlight between the East and the West.
Specifically speaking, the differences between the North and the South are:
in the North the concept of Zen and thus Buddhist statues was emphasized
and the backlights became part of Zen that monkslearn. The common pres-
entation of statue’s backlight in the Northern Dynasty was two-side
continual and patterns-oriented composition style. And in the South, moral
principles of Buddhism was stressed and thus presentations of statue’s back-

light were closely combined with Buddhist stories and moral stories, with



vivid propaganda pictures created. In the Northern Central Plains, the
Central and the East also had distinctive but interacted characteristics in
Buddhist statue’s backlight. The overall trend was that the West was influ-
encing the Central. But the East also influenced the West in Gansu at the
early period of grotto digging. In the mid-and-late Northern Wei Dynasty, in
the Northern Central Plains, the presentation of statue’s backlight of the
Central differed from that of the West. The reason was maybe the rulers’
ditferent attitudes toward Buddhism, popularity ot Zen classics, the people’
s aesthetics in various regions, statues backlight’s own law of development,
etc. These factors led to the differences in form and content of statue’s back-
light between the East and the West during the same period, and the differ-
ences 1n form and content of statues backlight in the same region during dif-
ferent periods. The grottoes dug later would retain some characteristics of
statues in the grottoes dug earlier. In a word, during the Northern and
Southern Dynasties, Buddhist statues backlight has inheritances and innova-

tions in the development.
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