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She noticed a little box at the foot of the table,
so she opened it and found a tart
with a card that said: Eat me.
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It was a warm afternoon and Alice was getting bored.
She'd been sitting in the garden making daisy chains for
too long.

She was wondering how to spend the rest of the
afternoon when suddenly a White Rabbit with pink eyes
rushed past.

There’s nothing amazing about that. But then Alice saw
the Rabbit stop behind the hedge and pull a large watch from
his jacket pocket! Thinking about it, the little girl recalled
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that she'd never before seen a rabbit with a watch...or a rabbit
wearing a jacket.

Alice jumped to her feet and decided to see where that
strange animal was going, so she ran after him and was just in
time to see him disappear into a rabbit hole, muttering, “Poor
me! Poor me! I'm late!”

Alice thought it was very odd to hear a rabbit speak, so

she was intrigued. Without thinking twice, she got on her
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knees and followed him down the narrow rabbit hole.

She crawled along for a while until suddenly the ground
gave way under her and she fell into a deep, dark tunnel!

Maybe Alice was falling slowly due to some mysterious
magic or perhaps the tunnel was just deeper than she
expected. Whatever the reason, she went on falling, and she
couldn’t see the bottom.

When her eyes got used to the dark, she noticed that the

walls of the tunnel were lined with shelves full of all kinds
%0
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narrow adj. 38  crawl vi. &7
tunneln. Hi&  mysterious adj. A  expect vt.& vi. Y
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of objects. There were jars and cups, picture frames, books
and little bottles, paintings and maps. She carried on falling
down...

And down, down, down...

After a few hours, just as Alice was starting to feel very
sleepy, she landed on the ground on a pile of dry leaves. She
found herself in a circular room lit by many lamps that hung

from the ceiling. There were lots of doors in the wall but they
were all locked.
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On a table in the middle of the room, Alice noticed a
little golden key. She took it and ran to each door in turn to
see if it would open one of them. The only one she managed
to open was a very small door that she could just fit her head
through.

Alice could see a beautiful garden—she really wanted to
be small enough to go through the door and wander along
the paths among the flower beds!

She wondered what she could do. Then she noticed

something on the table that hadn't been there before—a small
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bottle with a label that said, DRINK ME.

She tried just a drop first. It tasted like syrup. The
flavour reminded her a little of cherry pies and a little of roast
potatoes. It didn’t seem to be poisonous anyway, so Alice
drank the rest of the bottle.

“How strange!” she said after a few minutes. “I seem to
have become smaller.”

She was now about twenty centimetres high—just the

right size to pass through the small door and enter that
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