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Deepening Reform Comprehensively: China’s

New Engine for Rural Development

Research Group of China’ s Rural Development Report

Abstract : Remarkable achievements have been made in China’s
rural development after more than 30 years of reform and opening up.
As China’ s economic development steps into “a new normal” , a com-
prehensive transformation in rural areas also proceeds in an accelera-
ting manner. That is a major national strategy and long — term formi-
dable task, which requires a steady progress in stages. While China’
rural development is well — prepared for this transformation, it is ac-

companied by eight challenges: (1) agricultural competitiveness is se-
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riously impaired by a high production cost; (2) agricultural mechaniza-
tion is in urgent need of transformation and upgrading; (3) the problem
of “Who will cultivate the land” remains to solved; (4) large — scale
farming operations face great challenges; (5) farmers’ income growth
becomes increasingly difficult; (6 ) rural resources and assets are
wasted seriously; (7) the need for improvement for rural ecological
environment is pressing; (8) new forms of rural governance need to
be investigated and explored. In the meanwhile, there are some obsta-
cles from the perspectives of the ideological understanding, system
and mechanisms, and laws and policies. Therefore, in order to stimu-
late the vitality and new engine for rural development, it is necessary
to carry out a comprehensive strategy to promote innovation in rural ar-
eas. Specifically, the following aspects should become the focus of re-
forms in rural areas, namely, increasing rural resource asset fluidity,
undertaking a comprehensive reform of rural collective property right
system, accelerating the establishment of new agricultural management
system, advancing the supply — side structural reform in agriculture
and improving agricultural support and protection policies.

Key words: Rural reform; Rural transformation; Rural develop-

ment; New engine
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