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=~ Unit 4 Animated Film
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—Catch Me If You Can (2002)
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— The Curious Case of Benjamin Button (2008)
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Comedy Films are films designed to create laughter from the audience.

Comedies are light-hearted dramas. to amuse. entertain, and provoke
enjoyment. The comedy genre humorously exaggerates the situation, the
language, action and characters. Comedies observe the deficiencies. human
foibles, and frustrations of life, providing merriment and a momentary escape
from day-to-day life. They usually have happy endings, although the humor
may have a serious or pessimistic side.

Generally, comedies come in two formats: comedian-led (with well-
timed gags, jokes. or sketches) and situation-comedies that are told within a
narrative. Both comedy elements may appear together and/or overlap.
Comedy hybrids commonly exist with other major genres. such as musical
comedy. horror-comedy. and comedy-thriller. Comedies have also been
classified into various subgenres. such as romantic comedy. crime comedy,
sports comedy., teen or coming-of-age comedy. social-class comedy. military
comedy. fish-out-of-water comedy, and gross-out comedy. There are also
many different kinds, types. or forms of comedy. such as screwball,
deadpan, verbal comedy, slapstick, black and dark comedy.

In the film history, a multitude of comedy films have been presented to

the audience. Exemplary selections of the greatest comedy films are:

The Gold Rush(1925) Modern Times(1936)

The General (1927) A Chump at Oxford (1940)
Some Like It Hot (1959) The Apartment (1960)

The Producers(1968) Young Frankenstein (1974)
Animal House (1978) A Fish Called Wanda (1988)
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Forrest Gump (1994) Four Weddings and a Funeral (1994 )
Rushmore (1998) The Truman Show (1998)

Best in Show (2000) Wedding Crashers (2005)

The Proposal (2009) Ted (2012)

Shakespeare in Love (1998)

‘ [ . Introduction

Shakespeare in Love is a 1998 British-American romantic comedy film
directed by John Madden, written by Marc Norman and playwright Tom
Stoppard. The film depicts an imaginary love affair involving Viola de
Lesseps and playwright William Shakespeare while he was writing Romeo and
Juliet. Several characters are based on historical people. and many of the
characters. lines. and plot devices allude to Shakespeare’s plays.

Director: John Madden

Genre: Comedy

Distributor: Miramax Films (US)

Universal Pictures ( Worldwide)

Released Date: December 1998 (US)

January 1999 (UK)
Major Awards: The film received seven Academy

Awards, including Best Picture, Best Actress (Gwyneth

Paltrow) ., and Best Supporting Actress (Judi Dench). It also won three awards in
the 52th British Academy Film Awards—Best Film, Best Actress in a
Supporting Role. Best Editing. and three in the 56th Golden Globe Awards.

Shakespeare in Love was the No.1 among 1999’s box office films in the
United Kingdom. The U.S. box office reached over $ 100 millibn. including

the box office from the rest of the world. the film took in over $ 289 million.



ﬁ Cast

* Gwyneth Paltrow as Viola de Lesseps + Joseph Fiennes as William Shakespeare
* Geoffrey Rush as Philip Henslowe « Colin Firth as Lord Wessex

* Ben Affleck as Ned Alleyn * Judi Dench as Elizabeth T of the England
« Simon Callow as Edmund Tilney « Jim Carter as Ralph Bashford

« Martin Clunes as Richard Burbage + Antony Sher as Dr. Moth

« Imelda Staunton as Nurse « Tom Wilkinson as Hugh Fennyman
« Mark Williams as Wabash « Daniel Brocklebank as Sam Gosse
« Jill Baker as Lady de Lesseps + Patrick Barlow as Will Kempe

« Rupert Everett as Christopher “Kit” Marlowe

- Joe Roberts as John Webster

| . Plot Summary

Shakespeare in Love, a fast-moving romantic comedy set in London in
1593, follows the trials and tribulations of William Shakespeare, a struggling
young playwright. suffering from a dreadful period of writer’s block. He has
sold his next play to both Philip Henslow and Richard Burbidge but faces a far
more difficult problem: He is bereft of ideas and has yet to begin writing. He
is in search of his muse, the woman who will inspire him but all attempts fail
him until he meets the beautiful Viola de Lesseps. She loves the theatre and
would like nothing more than to take to the stage but is forbidden from doing
so as only men can be actors. She is also a great admirer of Shakespeare’s
works. Dressing as a man and going by the name of Thomas Kent, she
auditions and is ideal for a part in his next play. Shakespeare soon sees through
her disguise and they begin a love affair, but they know they cannot end happily as
he is already married and she has been promised to the dour Lord Wessex. As the
company rehearses his new play. William and Viola's love is transferred to the

written page leading to the masterpiece that is Romeo and Juliet .
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Romeo and Juliet is a tragedy written by William Shakespeare early in his
career about two young star-crossed lovers whose deaths ultimately reconcile
their feuding families. It was among Shakespeare’s most popular plays during
his lifetime and, along with Hamlet , is one of his most frequently performed
plays. Today, the title characters are regarded as archetypal young lovers.

Romeo and Juliet belongs to a tradition of tragic romances stretching
back to antiquity. Its plot is based on an Italian tale, translated into verse as
The Tragical History of Romeus and Juliet by Arthur Brooke in 1562 and
retold in prose in Palace of Pleasure by William Painter in 1567. Shakespeare
borrowed heavily from both but, to expand the plot. developed supporting
characters, particularly Mercutio and Paris. Believed to have been written
between 1591 and 1595, the play was first published in a quarto edition in
1597. This text was of poor quality, and later editions corrected it, bringing it

more in line with Shakespeare’s original.

IV. Words and Expressions

insurmountable adj. ARETEARA ; A0 @ik | pirate n. ¥ v. FHF
perilous adj. faEl Y ; 8 KK posture n. B AR
esteem n. B ;B rapture n. Y4B v, ffiee T
sonnet n. | PUFTiRF duel n. & v. Pes}

duke n. 25 @ calf-love n. )75 ; 75
bombast n. &K &5 #H refresh v. S s ¥ 5Kk
wager n. BEHE v. FRENE shed blood i il ; /B &
stab n. & v. #ll: & saddlebag n. &9
Stratford upon Avon 3 QULS TS L G A &)
Verona 48 % 4 (BRI T
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Sylvia P9 /R 4 W (Y5 BT 3 R 9 Ao )
Aphrodite o % 3 Jih A (B 5 36 Y )

One Gentleman of Verona CHE % A4 B — > 40 )35 - BT R 30 R R
The Lord Admiral’s Men 5t b T 3 F) — A R A

The Lord Chamberlain’s Men bl A A I R N % N S ol = 6 9 W Y = 5 W & D)

IElTask 1 Complete the sentences with the words from the above box. Change
the forms if necessary.

1) My story starts at sea, a voyage to an unknown land.

2) The natural condition is one of obstacles on the road to
imminent disaster.

3) Alas indeed, for I thought you are the highest poet of my
and writer of plays that capture my heart.

4) Let us have , clowns, and a happy ending, or we shall send
you back to Stratford to your wife!

5) No! Not the artful of love, but love that overthrows life.
Unbiddable, ungovernable, like a riot in the heart, and nothing to be done,
come ruin or

6) I loved a writer and gave up the prize for a

7) The Master of the Revels despises us all for vagrants and peddlers

of
8) Can a play show us the very truth and nature of love? I bear witness to
the , and will be the judge of it as occasion arises.
9) His best friend is killed in a by Ethel’s brother or something.
10) I liked it when she herself, Your Majesty.

I Task 2 Useful expressions and quotes., Locate them in the movie and figure
out each one’s usage,

1)Pay attention and you will see how genius creates a legend.
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