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Few creations of big technology capture the imagination like giant dams. Perhaps it is

humankind’s long suffering at the mercy of flood and drought that makes the idea of forcing
the waters to do our bidding so fascinating. But to be fascinated is also, sometimes, to be blind.
Several giant dam projects threaten to do more harm than good. ( 1998 )
51. The third sentence of paragraph 1 implies that

[A] people would be happy if they shut their eyes to reality.

[B] the blind could be happier than the sighted.

[C] over-excited people tend to neglect vital things.

[D] fascination makes people lose their eyesight.
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[(BE]C

[ RBHT ) 208 H B IZGE SCESE —Be . B —BtiY%E —=4if /& But to be fascinated is
also, sometimes, to be blind. (fﬁit/\%ﬁﬁﬂjm?ﬁ%ﬁ)\tﬁ ) o MANEETH, A BT
= IR ANDT B A WS, SR, XN EIUEARR SR A RA R, ik
WA SR EERGL, B IR, FF0 R EIAR—E MEME L, BRETE IR
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D 15 “%JZEA{TAW%QZHJJ" [A]HE th SR AR TR
L J X

It’s a rough world out there. Step outside and you could break a leg slipping on your doormat.

< o w v LER e
VNl N R

Light up the stove and you could burn down the house. Luckily, if the doormat or stove failed to
warn of coming disaster, a successful lawsuit might compensate you for your troubles. Or so the
thinking has gone since the early 1980s, when juries began holding more companies liable for their
customers’ misfortunes. ( 1999 )
51. What were things like in 1980s when accidents happened?

[A] Customers might be relieved of their disasters through lawsuits.

[B] Injured customers could expect protection from the legal system.

[C] Companies would avoid being sued by providing new warnings.

[D] Juries tended to find fault with the compensations companies promised.

(BE=X]B
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AR CRESE 8, JF S —BhARE, e S Renes—B, ZBSEn, o
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AR g 5 A AT i 5% SR B 2 28 I B TR P RS2 R T 5 B I “SZ 05 FH Pl LA
TRRGRREAR MO AT, BOEEN B IR, ARG THAERR, B8 “HHE
DL R VRA B ROE” | LS, IO C 25, RIEENINY . AT, A SIS AT,
AREATE. CIEWT Az f 2id ik 48 (BT A B s i S k™ A D I R A AR 2
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Being a man has always been dangerous. There are about 105 males born for every 100
females, but this ratio drops to near balance at the age of maturity, and among 70-year-olds there
are twice as many women as men. But the great universal of male mortality is being changed. Now,
boy babies survive almost as well as girls do. This means that, for the first time, there will be an
excess of boys in those crucial years when they are searching for a mate. More important, another
chance for natural selection has been removed. Fifty years ago, the chance of a baby (particularly
a boy baby) surviving depended on its weight. A kilogram too light or too heavy meant almost
certain death. Today it makes almost no difference. Since much of the variation is due to genes,
one more agent of evolution has gone. ( 2000 )

55. What used to be the danger in being a man according to the first paragraph?
[A] A lack of mates.
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[B] A fierce competition.

[C] A lower survival rate.

[D] A defective gene.

(BR] C

[ BT ) S — BTk R A 55 . Being a man has always been dangerous. There

are about 105 males born for every 100 females, but this ratio drops to near balance at the age of
maturity, and among 70-year-olds there are twice as many women as men. ({E5—%% BPEE
SEFCTRIER I, B 105 DB PR AERA 100 et BRI A I Fh b 3t 1k
VA, F] 70 % EHE, LEMABCEBENPRG. ) BT W, BYER A RE T I,
{EEBEE RN, B2 Re FrREEE. EEREAXEEERRY, 558 AW
fEb AR T FHRECE AR ME, 12 B ER male mortality ( FET-% ) #mati T4,

& A4

Since the dawn of human ingenuity, people have devised ever more cunning tools to cope

with work that is dangerous, boring, burdensome, or just plain nasty. That compulsion has resulted
in robotics—the science of conferring various human capabilities on machines. And if scientists
have yet to create the mechanical version of science fiction, they have begun to come close. ( 2002 )
46. Human ingenuity was initially demonstrated in

[A] the use of machines to produce science fiction.

[B] the wide use of machines in manufacturing industry.

[C] the invention of tools for difficult and dangerous work.

[D] the elite’s cunning tackling of dangerous and boring work.

[(BR]C

[ RB#r ) A FRnEm g U . ARRAIE 1 R R TE

[A] (EHIBLER L BERIZNGE.  [B] AEGE ML Z LR .

[C] %W T HLABIRIREE A TAE.  [D] K3 AAHLE R X G b6 At 141

M4 H 2 O E i B AV S —4]3% , Since the dawn of human ingenuity, people have devised
ever more cunning tools to cope with work that is dangerous, boring, burdensome, or just plain
nasty. ( HAAAZEA THEITE, AMTEEEHH SEMrs b i) TR 2540 PEIRSEfE RS i . JCHIRY |
FEHEARIE T, ) ChIEBRA R the elite (K§PEAA ) , H42%) people have devised
cunning tools, EIHERR D ¥, JFH A, B ¥EWSCHIF AR &, #ik C.
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Meanwhile, in India, the World Bank has given the go-ahead to the even more wrong-

S “:} ; J*?_ :’rwe

headed Narmada Dam. And the bank has done this even though its advisors say the dam will cause
hardship for the powerless and environmental destruction. The benefits are for the powerful, but
they are far from guaranteed. ( 1998 )
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52. In paragrai)h 5, “the powerless” probably refers to

[A] areas short of electricity.

[B] dams without power stations.

[C] poor countries around India.

[D] common people in the Narmada Dam area.

(E®]D

[ 84T ) AR H e a2 Z Bt 15058 — /)%, And the bank has done this even though
its advisors say the dam will cause hardship for the powerless and environmental destruction. ( /&
AT B I 1, 2RI 2 2 55 8 A APE B A 96 HT SR e T EL 2 OB L A 35
(HARATI R — BT, ) LR RERN T RARS BN IEMERK, TREEZTHE
Wi, SRR B RS — ), B KIMH 24 the powerful (HAEAIA ) A
25 , TEJE X e At e 76 AN REAS B AR B . 28R the powerless i i% %] h the powerful , 2 “I
AREMN” , WA, AT E D,
& A4 0 T w

If you are part of the group which you are addressing, you will be in a position to know the

experiences and problems which are common to all of you and it’ll be appropriate for you to make
a passing remark about the inedible canteen food or the chairman’s notorious bad taste in ties. With
other audiences you mustn’t attempt to cut in with humor as they will resent an outsider making
disparaging remarks about their canteen or their chairman. You will be on safer ground if you stick
to scapegoats like the Post Office or the telephone system. ( 2002 )
43. It can be inferred from the text that public services

[A] have benefited many people.

[B] are the focus of public attention.

[C] are an inappropriate subject for humor.

[D] have often been the laughing stock.
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5. H

When it comes to the slowing economy, Ellen Spero isn’t biting her nails just yet. But the
47-year-old manicurist isn’t cutting, filling or polishing as many nails as she’d like to, either. Most
of her clients spend $12 to $50 weekly, but last month two longtime customers suddenly stopped
showing up. Spero blames the softening economy. “I’'m a good economic indicator,” she says. “1
provide a service that people can do without when they’re concerned about saving some dollars.”
So Spero is downscaling, shopping at middle-brow Dillard’s department store near her suburban
Cleveland home, instead of Neiman Marcus. “I don’t know if other clients are going to abandon
me, too,” she says. ( 2004 ) ’

51. By “Ellen Spero isn’t biting her nails just yet” (Line 1, Paragraph 1), the author means

[A] Spero can hardly maintain her business.

[B] Spero is too much engaged in her work.

[C] Spero has grown out of her bad habit.

[D] Spero is not in a desperate situation.
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The researchers studied the behavior of female brown capuchin monkeys. They look cute.

They are good-natured, cooperative creatures, and they share their food readily. Above all, like
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their female human counterparts, they tend to pay much closer attention to the value of “goods and
services” than males.

Such characteristics make them perfect candidates for Dr. Brosna’s and Dr. de Waal’s study.
The researchers spent two years teaching their monkeys to exchange tokens for food. Normally, the
monkeys were happy enough to exchange pieces of rock for slices of cucumber. However, when
two monkeys were placed in separate but adjoining chambers, so that each could observe what the
other was getting in return for its rock, their behaviour became markedly different. ( 2005 )
23. Female capuchin monkeys were chosen for the research most probably because they are

[A] more inclined to weigh what they get.

[B] attentive to researchers’ instructions.

[C] nice in both appearance and temperament.

[D] more generous than their male companions.
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all, like their female human counterparts, they tend to pay much closer attention to the value of
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How things have changed! In 1995 the United States can look back on five years of solid

growth while Japan has been struggling. Few Americans attribute this solely to such obvious
causes as a devalued dollar or the turning of the business cycle. Self-doubt has yielded to blind
pride. “American industry has changed its structure, has gone on a diet, has learnt to be more
quick-witted,” according to Richard Cavanagh, executive dean of Harvard’s Kennedy School of
Government. “It makes me proud to be an American just to see how our businesses are improving
their productivity,” says Stephen Moore of the Cato Institute, a think-tank in Washington, D.C.
And William Sahlman of the Harvard Business School believes that people will look back on this
period as “a golden age of business management in the United States.” ( 2000 )
54. The author seems to believe the revival of the U.S. economy in the 1990s can be attributed to

the

[A] turning of the business cycle.

[B] restructuring of industry.

[C] improved business management.
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[D] success in education.

[BR]A

[ BT ) XEBRAMERE, RS HER. EECIFEEE 20 40 90 F(RM 24
SRR N 27 EOE LB In 1995 &b, A UFR|E M A T & AR E, 1 H AL
AR, FHliEE: Few Americans attribute this solely to such obvious causes as a devalued
dollar or the turning of the business cycle. ( ¥4y & E AHLZE G 1) A& R AU A R T 3o iy
Mz (A2 5 FIIPEFR . ) IR Al A RFAE B AN 3L R 255 (1) Jie s 22 U J) A e 41 B 2
BIRA T FEE T, Self-doubt has yielded to blind pride.( [1F8MEEBEH H ARMArEAL. )
XAEREZ, W TEFAREEAEE R, M ARNSERGEN, X n
AT ATERH , VR st A R R0 0 K e S 2 0 FR 0T () A A . 2 R %) K el PR A o
%E{U\EI‘J* JERTEM

LR N7 I N R

——— = =Lt b S

Railroads justify rate discrimination against captive shippers on the grounds that in the long
run it reduces everyone’s cost. If railroads charged all customers the same average rate, they argue,
shippers who have the option of switching to trucks or other forms of transportation would do
so, leaving remaining customers to shoulder the cost of keeping up the line. It’s theory to which
many economists subscribe, but in practice it often leaves railroads in the position of determining
which companies will flourish and which will fail. “Do we really want railroads to be the arbiters
of who wins and who loses in the marketplace?” asks Martin Bercovici, a Washington lawyer who
frequently represents shipper. ( 2003 )

54. The word “arbiters” (Line 6, Paragraph 4) most probably refers to those

[A] who work as coordinators.

[B] who function as judges.

[C] who supervise transactions.

[D] who determine the price.
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who wins and who loses in the marketplace asks Martin Bercovici, a Washington lawyer who
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Annas says lawyers can play a key role in insisting that these well-meaning medical initiatives

translate into better care. “Large numbers of physicians seem unconcerned with the pain their
patients are needlessly and predictably suffering,” to the extent that it constitutes “systematic

patient abuse.” He says medical licensing boards “must make it clear... that painful deaths are
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presumptively ones that are incompetently managed and should result in license suspension.”
(2002)
60. George Annas would probably agree that doctors should be punished if they
[A] manage their patients incompetently.
[B] give patients more medicine than needed.
[C] reduce drug dosages for their patients.
[D] prolong the needless suffering of the patients.
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Since the dawn of human ingenuity, people have devised ever more cunning tools to cope

with work that is dangerous, boring, burdensome, or just plain nasty. That compulsion has resulted
in robotics—the science of conferring various human capabilities on machines. And if scientists
have yet to create the mechanical version of science fiction, they have begun to come close.

As a result, the modern world is increasingly populated by intelligent gizmos whose presence
we barely notice but whose universal existence has removed much human labor. Our factories hum
to the rhythm of robot assembly arms...

But if robots are to reach the next stage of laborsaving utility, they will have to operate with
less human supervision and be able to make at least a few decisions for themselves...

Indeed the quest for true artificial intelligence has produced very mixed results. Despite
a spell of initial optimism in the 1960s and 1970s when it appeared that transistor circuits and
microprocessors might be able to copy the action of the human brain by the year 2010, researchers
lately have begun to extend that forecast by decades if not centuries. -

What they found, in attempting to model thought, is that the human brain’s roughly
one hundred billion nerve cells are much more talented—and human perception far more



