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Abstract

The implementation of household contract responsibility system, opened the prel-
ude to the rural market—oriented reforms, the family as a unit of production patterns
had been the main form of rural production. At the beginning of reform, the autonomy
of the family has improved agricultural productivity a lot, making agricultural produc-
tion more efficient and solved the problem of feeding for hundreds of millions of farm-
ers. With the promotion of the reform, China’s rural development went into a new im-
portant period that exploding dual economic structure of urban and rural and forming
urban and rural economic and social development integration. Under this background ,
the origin of agricultural products wholesale vegetable market has played an
increasingly important role’ i exploding dual economic structure of urban and rural.

Wholesale market of agricultural products appeared in the process of circulation
system reform, is the historical outcome of China’s rural market—oriented reforms. It’s
creation and development, not only sped up China’s market—oriented reform process,
but also played an important role in promoting urban and rural integration.

With the gradual deepening of economic reform in China, whether the agricultural
wholesale markets as the hub of the agricultural products circulation can suit for the
current needs should arouse our attention, the systematic research for it should not e-
vaded.

This dissertation puts forward a new theoretical framework formed by complex a-
daptive system ( CAS) and subjective game theory for the first time. Using the new
framework , this dissertation not only gives a theoretical interpretation to the market it-
self, but also derives a two stages expansion of the nature of the market. The first stage
expansion is that the market is a complex adaptive system in the macro level, it is

open, dynamic and self—organizing. The second stage expansion is that cognitive crisis
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triggered by the subjective game among the subjects in the market is the key to under-
stand institutional change of the market in the micro level. Then it makes analysis from
both the whole and individual levels on the nature and change of the vegetable whole-
sale market of agricultural products, at last, it selects typical cases for the theory test.
By analyzing the nature, the article uncovers deep—seated reasons of the phenomenon,
and gives the policy implication in theory.

This dissertation focus on “agricultural products wholesale vegetable market” ;
based on the main clue of the framework formed by CAS and the subjective game; in
the sense methodology, following the philosophy of dialectical materialism and systems
based methodology.

This dissertation is divided into six chapters.

Chapter one is the introduction, which explains the background of this
dissertation and the theoretical and realistic value of this research, then confirms re-
search focus and methods, putting forward basic framework, also introduces the
content and logic structures of this paper, introduces the author’s approach towards the
problems, and points out the innovation and deficiency of this dissertation as well.

Chapter two, summarizes theoretical and empirical resumes from two aspects.
First of all, summarizes the market theory from four dimensions: the division of labor,
theory of property rights, system theory and the theory of the firm changes. Second,
the literature of 11 aspects studies of agricultural products wholesale market sorted out.
We found that although vegetable wholesale market for agricultural products in China
study is significant in number, but the quality should be improved. This chapter
studies provide a reliable frame of reference for the next study.

Chapter three is the theory part. This chapter established the framework of CAS
and the subjective game theory. Using the new framework, this paper not only gives a
theoretical interpretation to the market itself, but also derives a two stages expansion of
the nature of the market.

Chapter four, putting the new framework which designed in Chapter three into
practice. This chapter first analyzed the concept and the structure of the agricultural
product wholesale market, then summarized the change of the distribution system of
agricultural products, finally, under the framework, this article gives its interpretation
of institutional change from different views such as the external environmental impact ,

institutional complementarity, institutional durability and path dependence.
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Chapter five is the case of comparative institutional analysis that further evidence
the theory and application. This chapter selects two vegetable wholesale markets of ag-
ricultural products: Shandong Shouguang Vegetable Wholesale Market and Pengzhou
Vegetable Wholesale Market. Compared them in terms of institutional analysis from the
external constraints and endogenous factors, and gave a theoretical analysis using the
framework formed by CAS and the subjective game theory on China wholesale
vegetable market.

Chapter 6 is the conclusion and policy implications. This chapter firstly summari-
zes refined conclusion of this article and proposes the policy suggestions.

The innovation of this paper may include the following four aspects:

1. innovation in Methodology. This dissertation puts forward a new theoretical
framework formed by complex adaptive system ( CAS) and subjective game theory for
the first time.

2. Using the new framework, this paper not only gives a theoretical interpretation
to the market itself, but also derives a two stages expansion of the nature of the mar-
ket.

3. Under the new framework, this article gives its interpretation of institutional
change from different views such as the external environmental impact, institutional
complementarity, institutional durability, and path dependence.

4. Our vegetable distribution system is divided into 5 stages. 1978—1983 | vegeta-
ble production and marketing, breaking the initial stage; 1984-1991, a planned com-
modity economy stage; 1992-2001, vegetables achieve a free market flow of goods
and comprehensively promoting stage; 2002 —, has continued to deepen to an increas-

ing perfect stage.

Key Words: market; agricultural products wholesale vegetable market; complex

adaptive system; subjective game theory
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