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he Gezishan Site is located in the basin area at
T the foot of the Helan Mountain, lying about 20
km to the northwest of Qingtongxia City of Ningxia
Hui Nationality Autonomous Region. Up to now 15
localities have been discovered within ca. 15 sq km
of the site. Since 2013-year, the Ningxia Institute of
Cultural Relics and Archaeology and the Institute
of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology,
Academia Sinica have jointly carried out systematical
surveys on the site. In 2014, they began excavation
at No.10 Locality, which brought about important
achievements down to 2016. The excavation on the site

in the three years discovered for the first time at least

o T e E A AU ES

xcavated thumbnail—shaped scraper

three primitive cultural layers that are different in date
and cover the time roughly from 12000 to 5000 BP.
There were brought to light large amount of fire-using
remains, including structured fireplaces. Among the
unearthed objects are stone querns and rollers, typical
bifacial tools, Helan-type points and tiny ornaments
made of ostrich eggshells. These discoveries have
important significance for researching the cultural

evolution in Northwest China from the ending stage of

(=

the late Pleistocene Epoch to the early Recent Epoch,

as well as for inquiring into the cultural features of
different regions in the transition period from the
Paleolithic to the Neolithic Age.
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THE YINGDE QINGTANG SITE OF THE TRANSITION STAGE
FROM THE PALEOLITHIC TO THE NEOLITHIC AGE IN
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