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Discussing on the Values of*“Shih-Ching
Novels” by using the fixed examination point
of marriage

Much new space has been opened up for research within the
territory of “Shih-Ching novels” due to the large amount of
related materials that has been published in the past few years.
Coming from the angle of marriage, this dissertation examines the
philosophy of life and system of values contained in three such
works: the Ching P’ing Mei, the Hsing shih yin yuan chuan and
the Lin lan hsiang. The structure of traditional marriage
emerges from many different angles: women in the various levels
of life experiences ot human relations, the family, and society,
including the forming ana loss-o1 passion as well as the disparity
and conflicts of the sexes and thesanbroach and selection of the
most valuable part of their liveg.” 1 "

Chapter I describes the historical occupation and research
origin of these “Shih-Ching novels”. The second chapter explains
the study topic and method, as well as roughly depicts their
accorded theories. By firmly establishing the three approaches
of this study, the authors, works and readers, this dissertation
emphasizes the openness and fluidity of their interpretations as
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well as serves as the feminist concepts of “today’s reader.” At
the same time, it also cites Mikhail M. Bakhtin’s dialogue, his
“polyphonic novel” theories on arguments, and emphasizes multi-
angled examinations, thus, clarifying the differing ideologies that
have been intermingled within the texts. Chapter III traces the
historical origin of traditional femininity. It especially stresses
the hidden conflicts and variables between the sexes in the model
of marriage under the concept of “males are superior to females”
and the traditional system of family values, as well as includes the
hardships that women experienced in polygamous households,
and act as the guide to explain these novels. Chapter IV fully
clears up the cultural context and historical value of the Chin
P’ing Mei. In addition, it examines the relationship between the
two sexes from the angles of passion, money, sex, and power.
The fifth chapter explores the concept of marriage in the
Hsin shih yin yuan chuan. It also examines the conflicts and
inequalities between husbands and wives and the fall and
maintenance of the patriarchal order as well as emphasizes the
multiple manifestations toward human nature in these works.
The sixth chapter uses the conflicts between the talented and
virtuous and the disputes between emotions and rationality to
describe the sentiments between spouses in the Lin lan hsiang
and the mutual love and jealousy between wives and concubines,
and also offers varying reflections on traditional, mainstream



standards. Chapter VII wraps up the dissertation by discussing
the inductive result of the various values in married lives,
stressing how plentiful and diverse the world of novels is.

On one hand, this dissertation traces the cultural context of
these works and emphasizes the investigation of their historical
background. On the other hand, it follows western academic
theories and stresses the utilization of new vocabulary and
looking at classical novels in a new light. Then, it makes a
comparison of these new methods to the conventional ones, thus,
crossing both space and time. In reality, new feminist concepts
have allowed us to rethink the gender structure within the
traditional system of marriage and, thereby, revealing the flaws
and blind spots of putting such importance on patriarchal based
values. The novels that Bakhtin stresses are ‘“heteroglossiac”
and “anticanonical” characteristic. =~ Thus, they match the
containing power of the complete openness in the “Shih-Ching
novels”. Besides bearing witness to mainstream models and the
differing natures of ideas hidden within a culture and varied
spiritual structure of the masses, such works also clarify the war
waged by differing ideologies. Under the assimilation of the
multi-conceptional examinations, classical novels take on a new
meaning of liberalism and fluidity. Even after being ceaselessly
passed on, culture will always possess an everlasting vitality.
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