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A representative figure of contemporary Chinese
woman poetry, Na Ye is a Manchurian poet born in
Xingcheng, Liaoning province. Currently residing in
Chongqing, she grew up in Gansu, northwest China,
and graduated from Nanjing University with a degree
in Chinese literature. Na Ye began writing poetry
during the mid-eighties and worked for many years
in media and journalism. The author of multiple
books of poetry, including the award-winning Selected
Poems by Na Ye, she is the recipient of the 2005 Lu
Xun Literary Prize. Her work has been translated into
many languages, including English, Japanese, Russian,
German, and Swedish. With a melancholy emanating
from the essence of life, her poetry boldly confronts
the limits of a human self, unveiling a transience of
beauty that enhances the value of beauty.
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Life

[ have cherished you

like cherishing a black candy ball when young
licked it once

covered it at once with the candy wrapper
licked it again

licking slower and slower

covering faster and faster

now just me and the candy wrapper

[ must hold back grief



Half-Moon

crawling up  from an ancient love song
its bass

a listening

ear

—half-moon  from wheat stacks of reality a pit of days
bending from an autumn harvester to the land’s spine
a bonfire deep in his heart

crawling up—
fruits of plucked autumn still hang on branches!

the remaining half-night—

my right face scratched by wheat awns  wait
let me turn my left face

toward you



