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gl = .Preface

China has been a multi-ethnic country since
ancient times. In addition to the Han majority,
China is home of 55 minority ethnic groups.
They have less population and are relatively
centralized. The geographical
distribution of the population
tends to be concentrated
showing the distinctive regional
characteristics.

Difference in geographical
environment, religious beliefs,
life style, means of production
and customs nourishes the
formation of diverse art and
colorful ethnic costumes and
accessories.

Costumes of Chinese

minority nationalities have been
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conveying the connotation of China’s time-
honored history. They have become one
of the most important means to distinguish
different ethnic lineages because they
fully manifest the history, customs, ethnic
features, religious beliefs and aesthetic taste
of each minority nationality. The people from
different minority nationalities wear their
splendid attire on the occasion of festival,
wedding ceremony, religious and other
ceremonial activities highlighting the unique
culture of each nationality.

Now let us walk into the colorful world
presented by Chinese ethnic costumes.
Wandering in this world, you can savor
the distinctive costumes and accessories of

Chinese minority nationalities.
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Overview of Ethnic Minorities Costumes
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The traditional costumes of Chinese ethnic minorities are mostly
made of natural materials. Ethnic costumes have been passed
down for thousands of years with ethnic people’s multiplication
from the generation to generation, thus they embody the national
customs, ethos and aesthetic standard. Costume making technique

is fine and delicate. Costumes are gorgeous but there is no lack of

simplicity in grace.
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“HAERER” R E 56 Rk “The Chinese Nation” refers to 56
BT 28 j% 0 A i SR AR R FR . TEJL nationalities. Several thousand years have
TAER T 0 % R, R RIAR witnessed a united family in peaceful
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Hanis are getting together and having meal on the extreme long table
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Lisus are singing and dancing.

coexistence. They jointly create the
splendid Chinese civilization.

Various costumes of China’s
ethnic minorities present different
features. Every nationality has its own
customs for costume, cuisine, housing,
wedding ceremony, funeral rites, festival
celebrations and religious beliefs. Some
nationalities even have their own festival
and language.

China’s ethnic minorities are widely
distributed and most of them inhabit
remote areas remaining their primitive

life style, thus the unique features are
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Primi men and women
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well preserved intact with less impact
from modern civilization. Because
the costumes of China’s minorities
have various styles making of natural
material showing the unique aesthetic
taste, exquisite craftsmanship and deep
cultural connotation, they present its
own particular style in the history of the
world’s costume.

There’s great difference in natural
environment and terrain between China’s
south and China’s north, thus the
costume and accessories present unique

local feature. In northern cold areas live

Tibetan, Mongolian, Kazakh who have
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A Nu woman
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Lisu women and children
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Achang women
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A Kazak woman
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been engaging in animal husbandry.
Their clothing material has to be warm
and strong enough, therefore, animal fur

is used as the main clothing material.
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Lhoba women's wool weaving dress
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While China’s south is warm and humid
enough to plant cotton-hemp. People in
southern China wear thin clothes, which
are made of self-woven and homespun
linen.

As far as ethnic minorities
concerned, the costume plays a role of
national identification in addition to
the basic function of keeping warm and
meeting the aesthetic needs. Standing
the test of time, the culture of each
ethnic group is inherited brimming with
brilliance.

Some of China’s ethnic minorities
have several factions. Taking Miao
nationality as an example, it is divided
into five factions, Hong (red) Miao, Hei
(black) Miao, Bai (white) Miao, Qing
(blue) Miao and Hua (multicolor) Miao.
Hua Miao nationality can be subdivided
into Datou Miao, Dujiao Miao, Mengsha
Miao and Huajiao Miao etc. Each faction
has its own different costume.

In general, China's ethnic minorities
boast diverse costume and accessories,
which have become an important part of

Chinese culture with exuberant vitality.
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Yugur women’s Sunday best
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2);-3
The Huis

)3

The Miaos

BERIK

The Uygurs
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Guizhou Province, Yunnan Province, Guangxi
Zhuang Autonomous Region
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Hubei Province, Hunan Province, Chongqing
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Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, Liaoning
Province, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region,Qinghai Province
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i ; FEIEFIRS
I DU JO MBIAIBAD

S3LUNISOD) safisoul




FEEIRN

&

SONLOUIN JIULYIF BY1 JO SBWNISOD)

H. &8, TE. M\

RSk $13. 805 Gansu Province, Qinghai Province, Ningxia Hui
The Dongxiangs : ° Autonomous Region, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region

L) 308, 839 =®@. i
The Naxis ; ~ Yunnan Province, Sichuan Province

T
The Tus Qinghai Province, Sichuan Province

241198 &g, Ml

188, 824 Liaoning Province, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region, Jilin Province, Heilongjiang Province

The Xibes

SR R, . RRT
e 132, 394 - Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region, Xinjiang

Uygur Autonomous Region, Heilongjiang Province

|
‘The Maonan : Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region

R, B SEEPDFIE ) 0] ;. www. ertongbook. com



