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1. The Nature of the People’s Congress System

The people’s congresses are set up through democratic elections
and responsible for the people and subject to their supervision. The
central brief of the people’s congresses is that the people are their
own masters. Under such a system the people basically control the
power of the state and with a large number of Chinese people
entering into the system of congress, administering state affairs and
managing economic, cultural and social affairs through different
channels and in different ways according to the law. the people
control the country in effect.

The “two-chamber system” is a system of dividing congress into
two parts, between which power is shared. Each nation has a
different way of referring to such a system, such as the House of
Lords ( i Bt) and the House of Commons ( F B ) in Britain.
We can see such a two-level system in the US, Japan, France, etc.

There are many reasons why the Chinese do not employ such a
system. The People’s Republic of China is a unitary multi-ethnic
state created together by the people of all its ethnic groups. Socialist
relations of equality, wholeness and supports have been established

among the ethnic groups and will be stronger and stronger. Small
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ethnic groups have the right to run the region where they mainly
live. The division of functions and powers between the central and
local state organs is guided by the basic rule of giving full scope to
the initiative and enthusiasm of the local governments under the
unified leadership of the central government.

In addition, the state organs of the People’s Republic of China
stick to democratic centralism. On the basis of the people exercising
state power through the people’s congresses and their standing
committees, the work of all administrative, judicial and procuratorial
organs of the statc created by the people’s congresses reaches
agreement. This system not only assures profitable unity of the state
power. but also maintains democracy and positive working effect by

bringing together the different organs of the people.
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;upervision n. | W
T hamcaly L] ed CREE
administer V. (=g
in effect ¥ﬁ<_t
chamber n. B oWE
lord n. F%
employ V. iz H
‘ ﬁn‘itary i S «%AE?*LEMW
”rrrlrulrti-cthnic a. ZRIEM
7 equality n. F5
wholeness n. Bk
mainly ad. EE
scope n. 14 il
initiative n. EE E
enthusiasm n. U AE
‘ uﬁify V.. 4 —
centralism n. v e 52 B
judicial a. W, A
procuratorial a. i A 1




B X A %
45008 A& E

positive a. £328 0]

Exercise One

Directions: Decide whether the following statements are true or
false.

1. People’s congresses are set up according to a basic brief that
people are their own masters.

2. The people control the country by people’s congresses.

3. Many foreign countries employ the “two-chamber system,”
such as Britain, the US, Japan, etc.

4. The people’s congress system is much more appropriate to
China than the “two-chamber system.”

5. People’s congresses have the right to do administrative,

judicial, and procuratorial work.

Exercise Two

Directions: Answer the following questions.
1. How are people’s congresses set up?

2. How do Chinese people run the country?
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3. What is the congress system in Britain?
4. Why doesn’t China employ the “two-chamber system”?

5. What are the state organs created by the people’s congresses?
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2. WTO and China

The World Trade Organization ( WTO, ftt % % 5 41 1) is
designed to supervise and liberalize world trade. The WTO is the
successor to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT,
KBl K 3R 5 S P ). The WTO came into being on January 1,
1995. with 104 countries as its founding members. The WTO is
charged with policing member countries’ adherence to all prior
GATT agreements, including those of the last major GATT trade
conference. the Uruguay Round (1986 —1994) , at whose conclusion
GATT had formally gone out of existence. The WTO is also
responsible for negotiating and implementing new trade agreements.
The WTO is governed by a Ministerial Conference, which meets
every two years; a General Council, which implements the
conference’s policy decisions and is responsible for day-to-day
administration; and a director-general, who is appointed by the
Ministerial Conference. The WTQ's headquarters are in Geneva,
Switzerland.

After long negotiations with its major members, China is now
a member of the WTO. China has to be faced with grim challenges

as well as great opportunities. And as a large country in the East,



2. WTO and China

China will make her contribution to economic globalization.

New Words
liberalize 7 v. i B b
: .'sueqessc}r A Ene n : ﬁgi%‘
tariff n. KB
adhere.n)ce n. g = ﬁ?
negotiate v. b
ministerial | ) e : N B Y
conference n. 2
headquarters n. = B
Geneva n. HM K
 Switzerland S Wt
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Exercise One

Directions: Decide whether the following statements are true or
false.

1. The WTO is designed to supervise and liberalize world trade.

2. The WTO is responsible for negotiating and implementing
new trade agreements.

3. The Ministerial Conference meets once a year.

4. The General Council implements the conference’s policy

decisions.



