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Preface by Commissioner

This year is the 69th anniversary of 228 Incident. In retrospect to the turbulent and unstable era, Taipei
228 Memorial Museum held the exhibition "The Uncertain Era: from 228 Incident to White Terror" in
the first half of 2016, presenting the connection and continuity between the two incidents. In order
to let people realize the sequences and development of the two events through text and literature,
Department of Cultural Affairs of Taipei City Government hereby edits the contents of the exhibition
into a book. In the hope that people, enjoying absolute freedom of speech in this modern age, can also
recall the years when people of that time went through hardship struggling over ideal and freedom.

This book, edited chronologically, consists of documents, archives and photos, clarifying the
relationship and development of the two events, from 228 Incident in 1947 to White Terror in 1950s. It
also records the then government's implementation of high-handed policy after 228 Incident, including
appeasement and mopping-up, and the causes and the measures of conducting the laws in terms
of "Temporary Provisions Effective During the Period of National Mobilization for Suppression of the
Communist Rebellion, "Taiwan Province Martial Law"-the official name " Proclamation No. 1 of Taiwan
Garrison General Headquarters, Taiwan Provincial Government, " and "Betrayers Punishment Act."

In addition, important events spread to the island of Taiwan, relating to White Terror impacted by 228
Incident are also collected in this book, such as Taiwan Provincial Work Committee (PWC) Cases, 46
Event, Luku Event, Kao Yi-Sheng Event, and the stories of the characters in the events. And, through the
process of time, the readers can understand the historical background and the evolution of the two
events, and how the events influence Taiwanese people's freedom of thinking, speech, and publication
related later on.

The freedom in Taiwan can't develop till now without the spirit of bravery in 228 Incident. We expect
that by publishing this book, the new generations can more realistically learn to know the post-war
tragical history of human rights and the collective terror in that ages, to pay tribute to the predecessors
who sacrificed heroically for human rights, and to cherish the in-hand democracy and freedom
obtained in difficulty.

Department of Cultural Affairs, Taipei City Government
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Preface

Both the “228 Incident” and “White Terror”
left indelible scars on the history of post-war
Taiwan. These two events profile an era when
a ruling class suppressed the human rights of
Taiwanese.

Although the two tragedies unfolded at a
distinctive pace, forced in different patterns
with varying results, they are inseparable, with
the “228 Incident” ushering in the “White
Terror”

The pacification and mop-up following the
“228 Incident” was continued by a KMT regime
retreating from China to Taiwan as it completed
its retreat in 1949. For decades, the “White
Terror” continued to function as a state tool to
expose and punish opposition targets linked to
the “228 Incident”.

The authorities promulgated the Temporary
Provisions Effective during the Period of
National Mobilization for Suppression of
the Communist Rebellion and the Betrayers
Punishment Act, and impiemented martial
law, so as to suppress every freedom and right
of Taiwanese including freedom of thought,
speech, publication and association.

The 228 Incident spread from the capital, Taipei
City, to every corner of Taiwan. Most death row

inmates of the White Terror were transferred to
the capital for execution. As a result, Taipei City
was at the crossroads of these two historical
events.

In looking back on the 228 Incident and the
four-decade-long White Terror, we can see
the evident scars and lament the tragic loss
of martyrs and the cowardly suppression of a
people’s human rights.

In order to let visitors explore this history,
we organized this special exhibition, “The
Age of Uncertainty: The 228 Incident and
the White Terror”. We hope to help build
greater appreciation through historical data,
documents, artifacts and interactive audio-
visual materials and to cultivate a better
appreciation of the struggle for human rights
in Taiwan and its hard-won democracy and
freedoms.

To target this period from 1947 to 1960, we set
out to organize an easily understood graphic
presentation. We hope that this project opens
history to help do justice to this age of suffering
and tyranny. And we hope this dialogue will
be continued so that a modern country can
reconcile its collective memory with the truth.
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