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Unit 1 Introduction

Preview

In this unit, the English sentence elements, sentence structures and different
categories of English phrases will be explained. The purpose of presenting the
sentence elements and structures is to provide a very first impression on English
syntactic structures on which the whole content of this book is designed and

arranged.

1.1 Sentence elements

Subject (S): The SUBJECT of a sentence or a clause indicates what it is about or
who performs the action, e.g. “my sister” in 1-la and “she” in 1-1b. It usually
precedes the other parts of the sentence in declarative sentences.

Verb (V): The VERB of a sentence indicates the action or the state of the subject
e.g. “has” in 1-la and “was elected” in 1-1b. For the convenience of describing, the
word “Verb” here includes both single verbs and verb phrases.

Object (O): The OBJECT of a sentence means the recipient of an action
indicated by the verb, e.g. “dinner” in 1-1a.

Complement (C): The COMPLEMENT of a sentence means a word or word group
that completes the meaning of a sentence, e.g. “president of the company” in 1-1b.

Adverbial (A): The ADVERBIAL of a sentence means a word, phrase or clause
that functions as an adverb which indicates time, place, manner, reason, degree, or

other states, e.g. “at six o’clock” in 1-1a, “fortunately” and “in the meeting” in 1-1b.

1-1la My sister usually has dinner at six o’clock.

S A vV O A
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1-1b  Fortunately, she was elected president of the company in the meeting.

A S v C A

In-class exercise 1: Please mark the sentence elements in the following sentences
1) The house has a beautiful pink roof.

2) My sister lives in London.

3) Jack and Jill went up the hill.

4) Mary had a little lamb.

5) The cake smells so delicious.

6) Many people consider him innocent.

7) She was singing merrily in the next room.

1.2 Basic sentence types

English grammar has the following core structures which can be applied to all

English sentences including main and subordinate clauses.

1.2.1 SV

An SV type sentence means that the subject takes a simple action without a
recipient. The verb in such sentence is an intransitive verb which can not carry an

object, as “survive” in 1-2a and “scream” in 1-2b.

1-2a I survive.

1-2b  You scream. I scream. We all scream for ice-cream.

1.2.2 SVO/SVoO

An SVO sentence means that the verb is a transitive verb, as “ate” in 1-3a and
“gave” in 1-3b, which can carry the recipient(s) of an action. In such a sentence, the
subject is the doer of the action, as “Betty” in 1-3a and 1-3b, and the object is the

recipient, as “a big apple” in 1-3a, “me” and “a big apple” in 1-3b.
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Meanwhile, some transitive verbs can take two objects, the inanimate object as “a
big apple” in 1-3b, termed as direct objects, and animate object, as “me” in 1-3b,

termed as indirect object.

1-3a Betty ate a big apple. (SVO)
1-3b Betty gave me a big apple. (SVoO)

1.2.3 SvC/SvoC

In an SVC sentence, technically, the complement provides supplementary
information for the subject. The verb is a copular verb, which links the subject and the

3

complement. As in 1-4a, the adjective phrase “very good” is the property of the
subject. In other words, the copular verb “smells” links the subject and its

supplementary information.
1-4a  The cake smells very good. (SVC)

The most frequently used copular verb is “BE” in different forms. Other copular
words include verbs that relate to the five senses as look, smell, feel, hear and so on.

In an SVOC sentence, the verb is usually a complex transitive verbs, as “made”
in 1-4b. The component after the object is called object complement which
semantically supplies information about “the attribute or identity the subjects assign
to the objects or the impact the subjects’ acts have on the objects” (Chen, 2007, p. 157,
in Chinese). In 1-4b, “our group leader” offers supplementary information to the object

“him” in order to inform the reader what position he is proposed by the subject “we”.

1-4b  We made him our group leader. (SVOC)

1.2.4 SVA/SVOA

As defined previously, an adverbial functions as an adverb which indicates time,
space, manner, reason, degree, or other states. In an SVA sentence, the adverbial

means the time, place or other states of the verb as “in Beijing” in 1-5a. The adverbial
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in 1-5a can not be removed from the sentence because it completes its meaning. Such
an adverbial is called an obligatory adverbial. On the other hand, some adverbials are
optional and may be removed without damaging the completion of the sentence as in

1-5b.
1-5a I live in Beijing. (SVA)
1-5b  You must take action as quickly as possible. (SVA)

In an SVOA sentence, the adverbial may be both optional and obligatory as in 1-5¢
and 1-5d.

1-5¢ John cleaned the classroom quickly. (SVOA)
1-5d Betty put the apple on the table. (SVOA)

No matter optional or obligatory adverbial, there is an object in an SVOA
sentence, which means that the verb should be a transitive one, and there should be a
recipient of the action.

The basic sentence types may be summarized and displayed in Table 1.1.

Table 1.1 Basic sentence types

Sentence type | S(ubject) V(erb) O(bject(s)) C(omplement) | A(dverbial)
SV I survive
SVO Betty ate an apple
me
SVoO Betty gave
a big apple
SvC The cake smells very good
SVOC We made him our group leader
SVA I live in Beijing
SVOA Betty put the apple on the table
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1.3 Categories of phrases

Due to the differences between English and Chinese, it is essential for English
grammar learners to distinguish the grammatical components of a sentence and the

categories of these components. Each category is named based on the central word of

the phrase.

According to the functions of different phrases, there are mainly five categories

of phrases.

Noun phrase: It is one of the most important categories because of its
multiple functions. Noun phrases may be a subject, a
complement, and an object, e.g. a big apple, a sudden change.

Verb phrase: The verb phrase is another important category because it
operates the V element in every type of sentence, e.g. has
been, can defend.

Adjective phrase: The adjective phrase takes the complement component in a
sentence, e.g. very beautiful, exceptionally good.

Adverb phrase: The adverb phrase is usually used as the adverbial in a sentence.

Preposition phrase: The preposition phrases normally operate the adverbial and
complement elements in a sentence, e.g. in the next room,

with a pen.

The functions of the sentence elements and phrase categories may be generalized

and demonstrated in the following Table 1.2.

Table 1.2 Sentence elements and phrase categories

Phrase categories S(ubject) | V(erb) | O(bject(s)) | C(omplement) | A(dverbial)
Noun phrase (NP) v v v
Verb phrase (VP) v
Adjective phrase (Adj. P) v
Adverb phrase (Adv. P) a4
Preposition phrase (PP) v a4
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In-class exercise 2: Sentence analyzing task

Directions: Please read the following passage, and analyze the sentence structure
of each sentence. Try to identify the S, V, O, A or C of each sentence, and then make
sentences according to the example passage using sentence structures as SV, SVO,
SVC and SVA.

The Wise Woman

A wise woman who was traveling in the mountains found a precious stone in a
stream. The next day she met another traveler who was hungry, and the wise woman
opened her bag to share her food. The hungry traveler saw the precious stone and
asked the woman to give it to him. She did so without hesitation.

The traveler left, rejoicing in his good fortune. He knew the stone was worthy
enough to give him security for a lifetime.

But a few days later, he came back to return the stone to the wise woman. “I’ve
been thinking,” he said. “I know how valuable this stone is, but I give it back in the
hope that you can give me something even more precious. Give me what you have
within you that enabled you to give me this stone.”

Sometimes it’s not the wealth you have but what’s inside you that others need.

Examples:
1) A wise woman who was traveling in the mountains found a precious stone in a
stream. (SVOA)
A little girl who wore a blue skirt was reading a story book by the side of the forest.
2) The next day she met another traveler who was hungry. (ASVO)
After a while, she saw a lovely rabbit running to her.
3) The wise woman opened her bag to share her food. (SVOA)

The rabbit handed over a little mushroom to invite her to follow it.

@ http://magnificentquotes.tumblr.com/post/7222619164/wise-woman.
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4) But a few days later, he came back to return the stone to the wise woman. (ASVA)
So she stood up and walked with the rabbit.

5) The hungry traveler... asked the woman to give it to him. (SVOC)

The rabbit invited her to visit its home.

6) She did so without hesitation. (SVOA)

They spent some time to pick up some mushrooms in the forest too.

7) But a few days later, he came back to return the stone to the wise woman. (ASVA)
A few minutes later, they arrived at the rabbits’ wooden house to share their
harvest.

8) ... it is not the wealth you have... (SVC)

They were very happy.

Post-class exercise: Picture describing

Directions: Please observe the following picture carefully. Use your imagination and
then write a little story with 5~7 sentences. The sentences should involve all the sentence
structures we learn in this unit. You may name the characters by yourselves. You may also
add adjuncts to make long sentences but please try to make you sentence structure as
clear as possible. You may work in pairs. Student A writes sentences and student B helps

to proof-read A’s sentences.




