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PREFACE

Tianjin Yangliuging Woodblock New Year Prints is a wonderful
flower of folk arts and crafts in our country. It was founded in the
end of Ming Dynasty and has a long history for more than 400 years.
[ts name was derived from Tianjin Yangliuging Town. The rich remains
in Yangliuging Woodblock New Year Prints expresses the spiritual
world of the folk and the cultural continuity. Therefore it is called
Folk Encyclopedia, and is included in the first batch list of National—
level Intangible Cultural Heritage published by the State Council.

The modelling and art style of Yangliuging Woodblock New year
Prints absorbed the essence of Chinese Fine—brush Heavy Color Painting
and Wood—block Print. It maintained ancient technique of Engraving
Print. It has delicate carving skill, exquisite drawing, vivid figure
~and elegant color. Among so many Chinese Folk New Year Prints,
Yangliuging Woodblock New Year Prints is loved by generations for
its vivid and interesting theme,6 elegant and real figure, ornamental
composition and gorgeous color. The content of Yangliuging Woodblock
New Year Prints emphasizes the tradition of the nation. Carrying the
hope of folk, it becomes an important carrier of welcoming the New
Year with good luck and happiness.

Established in September, 2008, having a three thousand five
. hundred and thirty—five square meters of construction area, Tianjin
Yangliuging Woodblock New Year Prints Museum is a commonweal
museum with the themes of collecting, researching and exhibiting
Yangliuging Woodblock New Year Prints. The museum reflects all
of its historical process, about the origin, flourishing, endangered,
saving, protecting, inheriting and developing of Yangliuging Woodblock
New Year Prints. In the museum it collected over ten thousand
Yangliuging Woodblock New Year Prints and over six thousand four
hundred pieces of woodblocks since Ming Dynasty. The establishing
of Yangliuging Woodblock New Year Prints Museum has vital function
on researching for the folk custom of Tianjin and North China, better
protecting and inheriting for Yangliuging Woodblock New Year Prints.

In this book we have selected more than fifty pieces of competitive
prints of Tianjin Yangliuging Woodblock New Year Prints Museum. All
of these pieces are classic works in Yangliuging Woodblock New Year
Prints. They are bright—colored, vivid and lifelike. Now we gather them
into the book to make our readers enjoy.
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The full name of “the Goddess of Eye” , in phonetic
transcription is “Yan’guang Shengmu Huizhao Mingmu
Yuanjun” , who is the goddess can heal all kinds of eye diseases
in the world according to the legend. In old times the Goddess
of Eye is the sign of ophthalmic medicine shops and also the
patron of children. In this print, the goddess of eye is sitting in
meditation with a bright eye in front of her chest and two maids
behind, which is an unvarnished antique modeling.

BRICIRIR
The Goddess of Eye
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The Fairies of Fruit Making the Reverence Ceremony to the Moon
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In our country this is a Festival Picture. The folk custom
of reverence ceremony to the moon at Mid-autumn day is from
the ancient times. This print shows a group of gods stepping on
auspicious clouds, holding a kind of magic fruit in each of their
hands, paying respect to goddess Chang’e in the moon. A group
of fairies playing on the clusters of grapes seems very cute. At
lower right there drew many women and children praying to the
moon in the secular world. It is a taboo of so-called “men do not
worship to the moon” . This print is full of myth color.
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Ma Gu Offers Birthday Felicitation
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Ma Gu, also named Longevity Goddess, is a goddess of Taoism. According
to Biography of Goddess, Ma Gu practiced in Guyu Mountain southeast of Mu
State. In the legend, on the day of lunar March the third, the Holy Birthday of The
Queen Mother, Ma Gu would offer birthday felicitation to The Queen Mother with
ganoderma wine on the side of Red Pearl River. In the old days, people offer birthday
felicitation to ladies are always using the portrait of Ma Gu, named Ma Gu Offers
Birthday Felicitation. In the print, the woman sitting in the middle is The Queen
Mother of Heaven. The goddess with the peach on her hand standing downstairs is
Ma Gu.
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All Dragon Kings of the Sea Welcoming the Wealth God
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“Long Jun” is the Dragon King. In the old days,
people eager to rich, respecting the Wealth God. They
believe that the Wealth God is also be promoted by all
gods in heaven. So they drew the new year picture in
themes of group of gods welcoming the Wealth God. The
Dragon King leads a group of gods to welcome Wealth
God. The Dragon King under the canopy is greeting with
the Wealth God, politely. Here all the gods with their
treasure in their hands gets together happily.
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Gaining Happiness, Collecting Wealth, Calling Treasure Horse.
Piling Gold, Accumulating Jade, Calling Coin Dragon
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This is a print-in-pairs. Here draws a rich family pray for wealth in their courtyard. The main characters sitting above,
their son and daughter-in-law standing beside them. The treasure bowl is put in the middle of the yard, on the two sides we

can see a flying coin dragon and a treasure horse carrying gold ingot. Fair children holding auspicious treasure all around.
The whole picture is colorful and full of happiness and joys.
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Shen Wanshan Welcoming the Wealth God
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Shen Wanshan, true name is Shen Fu.
As people usually give the name of Wanshan
to man who is rich in that time. Shen
Wanshan was rich beyond the country and
he owned gold and silver mines himself. It
is said, Shen Wanshan was called the richest
man in ancient China. This is a scene of
Shen Wanshan welcoming the Wealth God

happily.
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The Whole Family Happy with Flourishing Wealth and the Favor Lavished upon Five Generations
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People yearn for riches and honor, having
many sons and grandsons, and promoted four
generations or five generations living under one
roof, from the ancient time. In the print, there are
capacious hall with luxury furnish and decorate.
Several generations are happily gathered in the hall.
The venerable elder is sitting in the center of the
hall, watching their sons and grandsons surrounding
him happily. The picture is vivid and concordant,
showing a very cheerful sight.
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Ring, Whelk, Umbrella, Pennant, Lotus, Vase, Fish, String
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The eight words in this title “Ring, Whelk, Umbrella,
Pennant, Lotus, Vase, Fish, String”in Chinese is a shortening
of “Gold Ring”, “White Whelk”, “Holy Umbrella”, “Victory
Pennant”, “Lotus Flower”, “Holy Vase”, “Goldfish”,
“Auspicious Knot”. This eight objects are used for symbolize
auspicious by Buddhism. They are Buddhist talisman, and
also named “the Eight Auspicious Treasures”in Chinese.
This picture depicts the Eight Treasures by kids game, some
are vivid and others are exaggerated. They are all used for
express auspicious meaning.
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All Happiness Gather in One
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“Wan Fu You Tong” came from The Book of Songs-
Xiaoya-Liaosu. In Chinese “You” means “all” , “Tong” means
“together” . This idiom means all good luck was lavished upon
someone. The print is a Beauties-and-children Auspicious-
words picture, in which we can see all the bats are over-
sized. The children are catching bats, someone is riding bats
flying, someone is holding bats high. The component part
“bats” is homophonic to “happiness” , “children” has the same
pronunciation of “gather” . Their mothers are watching them
gladly seemed to make a judge.
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Auspicious Beginning a New Year
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“Auspicicus Begins A New Year” originated from the changes of images of the
hexagrams in classic / Ching. The ancients believed that after the Winter Solstice in
Lunar November daylight is getting longer, which means “one ‘Yang’ rising”. For
Lunar December, it thus means two “Yang” rising, and it means three “Yang” rising for
Lunar January. Coincidentally, while in / Ching, Lunar January corresponds to the Tai
Hexagram which has three “Yang” Yao as its lower trigram. Because of homophony, “the
Tai Hexagram has three ‘Yang’ Yao as its lower trigram” has a same pronunciation with
“Auspicious Begins A New Year” in Chinese. Therefore the phrase is used to be a New
Year congratulatory speech. And because “three ‘Yang’ is homophonic with Chinese
words “three sheep”, there draws three sheep instead of “three ‘Yang’”. The print is full
of happiness in new spring.
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