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This chapter will help students

*

To get to know the locations of the main tourist attractions and the travelling routes
of Beijing.

To get to know the brief geographic culture of Beijing.

To learn the Chinese and English expressions of the main tourist attractions of
Beijing.

To learn to introduce the main tourist attractions of Beijing.

To get to know the local culture of Beijing: Beijing Opera.

~




Direction: This part helps you to get a general idea about the tourism culture symbols of the
capital city of China, Beijing. In this part, you are required to figure them out and tell the
names of them. You may do it in English or Chinese.

Direction: This part helps you to examine your cognition about the tourist attractions
in Beijing. In this part you are required to discuss the places of interest and then match
columns A and B.
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A B
a. Temple of Heaven L. RE 4
b. Badaling Great Wall 2. Ik Ik
¢. Lama Temple 3. [E A
d. Old Summer Palace 4. Kiz
e. National Stadium 5. FIARE
f. Forbidden City 6. WS
g. Guozijian and Confucian Temple 7. HEAEEFH
h. Fragrant Hill Park 8. [E T W5 AfL
i. Tian’anmen Square 9. ZEFIE
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Part III Overview

Direction: This part helps you to overview Beijing City and the tourist attractions of it. In
this part, you are required to read yourself and get a general idea of the city.

Beijing is the capital of the most populous country in the world, the People’s Republic of
China, and also its second largest city after Shanghai. Beijing is the political, educational and
cultural centre of the country. And it is rich in historical sites and important government and
cultural institutions.

Like the construction of the Forbidden City, Beijing has concentric “ring roads,” that
go around the metropolis. In 2010, Xuanwu District was merged into Xicheng District, and
Chongwen District was merged into Dongcheng District. Now Beijing has a total of 16 districts.

Beijing Inner Districts: Dongcheng District covers the eastern part of the central city area
approximately up to Third Ring Road to the north and Second Ring Road to the east, including
the Forbidden City, Tian’anmen Square, Beijing Central Station and the Temple of Heaven.

Xicheng District covers the western part of the central city area to just beyond Second Ring
Road to the west and south and up to Third Ring Road to the north. It includes such attractions as
Beihai Park, Houhai area, Beijing Zoo, the National Concert Hall.

Haidian District involves the northwest of the main urban area. About half of Haidian
District is made up of the Zhongguancun high technology industry and business cluster and
Beijing’s major concentration of universities. It includes the Summer Palace.

Chaoyang District is a large area in the east (and stretching both north and south) of the
central city stretching from Second Ring Road until beyond Fifth Ring Road to the east. It
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includes Central Business District, the embassy area, Sanlitun, the National Stadium (and other
Olympic venues), the Workers Stadium, Chaoyang Park and Ritan Park.

Shijingshan District covers the area just west of the central city area. It includes parts of the
Western Hills.

Fengtai District lies to the southwest of the city center, extending into the city’s southwestern
suburbs. Beijing West Railway Station and Beijing South Railway Station are both in this district.

The remaining ten districts of rural and outer suburbs are quite far from the centre: Tongzhou
District; Northern suburb districts (Changping, Shunyi, Huairou, Pinggu, Yanqing, Miyun);
Western and southern suburb districts (Mentougou, Fangshan, Daxing).

A/éw

Part v Get to know)

Direction: This part helps you to get to know the must-sees in Beijing. In this part, you are
required to read the brief introductions to the tourist attractions and try using your own

words to practice introducing some of them.

1. Tian’anmen Square X%/ 1%

Tian’anmen Square is a large city square
in the centre of Beijing, China, named after
Tian’anmen, meaning the Gate of Heavenly
Peace. The square is separated from the
Forbidden City by Tian’anmen which is
located to the north of the square.

With the area of 440, 000 square meters,
Tian’anmen Square is the largest open-air
city square in the world. It can hold about

one million people for public celebration
or gatherings. In the square tourists can watch the daily national flag-raising ceremony early in
the morning, admire the Monument to the People’s Heroes, visit the Great Hall of the People
and the National Museum of China, and go to the Mausoleum of Chairman Mao in which one
will respectfully see the body of the great Chinese leader, who proclaimed the founding of the
People’s Republic of China in the square on October 1, 1949.
Tian’anmen Square has great cultural significance, and it has been the site of several
important events in Chinese history.

2. Forbidden City (Palace Museum) &=
Located at the very heart of Beijing, the Forbidden City is China’s largest and best-preserved
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collection of ancient buildings, and the
largest palace complex in the world. The
Forbidden City was the Chinese imperial
palace from the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644)
to the end of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1912).
It served as the home of emperors and their
households as well as the ceremonial and

political centre of Chinese government for

almost 500 years. It was first built during
the reign of Emperor Chengzu in the Ming Dynasty. Ancient Chinese astronomers believed
that the Purple Star (Polaris) was in the center of Heaven and the Heavenly Emperor lived in
the Purple Palace. The Palace for the emperor on earth was so called the Purple City. It was
forbidden to enter without special permission of the emperor. Hence it’s named “the Purple
Forbidden City,” usually “The Forbidden City.” Today, the Forbidden City is known as the Palace
Museum, although most Chinese people simply call it Gugong, meaning ancient palace.
Rectangular in shape, the Forbidden City covers more than 72 hectares. It is divided into
two parts. The southern section or the Outer Court was where the emperor exercised his supreme
power over the nation. The northern section, or the Inner Court was where he lived with his royal
family. Until 1924 when the last emperor of China was driven from the Inner Court, fourteen
emperors of the Ming Dynasty and ten emperors of the Qing Dynasty had reigned here. Having
been the imperial palace for some five centuries, it houses numerous rare treasures and curiosities.
The palace complex exemplifies traditional Chinese palatial architecture. Listed by the UNESCO
as a World Cultural Heritage Site in 1987, the Forbidden City is now one of the most popular
tourist attractions worldwide.

3. Temple of Heaven Xiz/\HE

The Temple of Heaven is a medieval complex of religious buildings situated in Dongcheng
District, the southeastern part of central Beijing. Originally, the complex was visited by the
Emperors of the Ming Dynasty and the Qing
Dynasty for annual ceremonies of prayer
to Heaven for good harvest. It is China’s
largest and most representative existing
masterpiece among China’s ancientsacrificial
buildings.

Covering an area of about 2,730,000
square meters, the Temple of Heaven is
larger than the Forbidden City. Its grand

architectural style and profound cultural
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connotation give an insight into the practices of the ancient Eastern civilization. The temple is
enclosed by a long wall. The northern part within the wall is semicircular symbolizing the heaven and
the southern part is square symbolizing the earth, which reflects an ancient Chinese idea of “the heaven
is round and the earth is square.” And the northern part is higher than the southern part, meaning
the heaven is high and the earth is low.

The most magnificent buildings of the Temple of Heaven are the Circular Mound Altar,
the Imperial Vault of Heaven and the Hall of Prayer for Good Harvest from south to north.

The Temple of Heaven has been a must-see attraction in Beijing since it’s opening to the public

as a park in 1988, showing ancient philosophy, history and religion.

4. Summer Palace Eif0E

The Summer Palace, situated in Haidian
District northwest of Beijing City, is the
largest and most well-preserved man-made
royal park in China. Serving as a popular
tourist destination and recreational park, the
Summer Palace greatly influences Chinese

horticulture and landscape with its famous

natural views and cultural interests, which
also has long since been recognized as “The Museum of Royal Gardens.”

The Summer Palace can be divided into four parts: the Court Area, Front Hill Area, Rear Hill
Area and Lake Area. It is mainly dominated by Longevity Hill and Kunming Lake, covering an area
of about 2.9 square kilometres, three-quarters of which is water. Longevity Hill is about 60 metres
high and has many buildings positioned in sequence. The front hill is rich with splendid halls and pavilions,
while the back hill, in sharp contrast, is quiet with natural beauty. The central Kunming Lake, covering
about 2.2 square kilometres, was entirely man-made and the excavated soil was used to build
Longevity Hill.

In December 1998, the UNESCO included the Summer Palace on its World Heritage List.
It declared the Summer Palace “a masterpiece of Chinese landscape garden design. The natural
landscape of hills and open water is combined with artificial features such as pavilions, halls,
palaces, temples and bridges to form a harmonious ensemble of outstanding aesthetic value.”

5. Badaling Great Wall J\i£l§4< i

The Great Wall is a symbol of Chinese civilization, and one of the wonders that the Chinese
people have created. The Badaling Great Wall, the most representative part, was promoted as
a key national cultural relic, and was enlisted in the World Cultural Heritage Directory by the
UNESCO.

The Badaling Great Wall is situated in Yanqing County, over 70 kilometres north of Beijing.
It is the most well-preserved section of the Great Wall, built during the Ming Dynasty. This
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section, with an average altitude of over 1,000
meters, is the outpost of the Juyongguan Pass.
It was an important military fort. The wall is
like a strong dragon winding its way along the
mountain ranges.
The Great Wall originally functioned as
a fortification. As early as the Qin Dynasty
(221BC-207BC), Qinshihuang, the first emperor
of the Qin Dynasty unified the whole nation and
began to build the wall to protect China’s borders from the invasion of the northern nomadic tribes.
' Most parts of the preserved Badaling Great Wall were built and reinforced during the Ming Dynasty to
defend the capital against the intrusion of these Mongolian people. The structure of the wall consists of
huge bar-stones and bricks. The inside has been formed by tampering earth and small stones, which
makes the wall very firm and strong. Internally, the wall is about six meters wide, which would allow
five horses to gallop abreast. A number of small holes have been drilled on the wall to allow

archers to shoot arrows. There is a barrel-drain and a moat both inside and outside the wall.

As a landmark erected at the top of a group of mountain ranges, Badaling has also witnessed
many significant historic events. The first emperor of the Qin Dynasty toured there. Yuan Taizu,
the first emperor of the Yuan Dynasty (1206-1368) passed the wall and took control over the whole
of China. Empress Cixi fled from there to the western part of China in 1900 when an alliance of eight
western countries invaded Beijing. At present, it stands still there recording the hardship and bitterness
that Chinese people have endured in the past 2,000 years. It is a priceless cultural heritage of humanity.

"‘"6: -
Part V. Get the picture

Direction: This part helps you to recognize the tourist attractions of Beijing and get familiar
with them. In this part, you are required to write out the names of the attractions in both
English and Chinese.
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Name of the tourist attraction (English)

Name of the tourist attraction (Chinese)
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Direction: This part is a brief introduction to Beijing Opera. In this part you will get to
know and understand the features of Beijing Opera, including the four main types of
performers which are the most important characters in Beijing Opera.

Peking Opera or Beijing Opera is a form
of traditional Chinese theatre which combines
music, vocal performance, mime, dance, and
acrobatics. It arose in the late 18th century
and became fully developed and recognized by
the mid-19th century. The form was extremely
popular in the Qing Dynasty court and has
come to be regarded as one of the cultural
treasures of China. Major performance troupes

are based in Beijing and Tianjin in the north,
and Shanghai in the south. The art form is also
preserved in Taiwan, where it is known as the national opera. It has also spread to other countries
such as the United States and Japan.

Peking Opera features four main types of performers, Sheng, Dan, Jing, Chou. With
their elaborate and colorful costumes, performers are the only focal points on Peking Opera’s
stage with quite a few characters. They utilize the skills of speech, song, dance, and combat in
movements that are symbolic and suggestive, rather than realistic. Above all else, the skill of
performers is evaluated according to the beauty of their movements. The layers of meaning within
each movement must be expressed in time with music. The music of Peking Opera can be divided
into the Xipi and Erhuang styles. Melodies include arias, fixed-tune melodies, and percussion
patterns. The repertoires of Peking Opera include over 1,400 works, which are based on Chinese
history, folklore, and, increasingly, contemporary life.

The roles on the Chinese opera stage fall into four categories—Sheng, Dan, Jing and Chou.
These roles have the natural features of age and sex, as well as social status, and are artificially
exaggerated by makeup, costume and gestures. The Sheng is the main male role in Peking Opera.
This role has numerous subtypes—Ilaosheng, xiaosheng, wusheng. The Dan refers to any female

role in Peking Opera. Dan roles were originally divided into five subtypes—Ilaodan, wudan,
daomadan, gingyi, and huadan. The Jing is a painted-face male role, including tongchui or
heitou roles, jiazi, and wujing, martial and acrobatic roles. The Chou is a male clown role, also
called xiaohualian, involving Wen Chou, and Wu Chou. Originally, there are five roles in

Beijing Opera, but now the last part “Mo™ became a part of “Chou.”
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Part VIEI_ Test your memory]

Direction: This part is for your practice. In this part you are required to answer the suggested
questions in order to help you remember the important facts about Beijing.
1. According to the new layout, how many districts are there in Beijing? What are they?
2. What attractions can we see in the area of Tian’anmen Square?
3. What was the major function of the Temple of Heaven in the past?
4. How many parts are there in the Summer Palace? What are the two dominated attractions?
5. What are the four main types of performers of Peking Opera?

el
ﬁPar'r— \_lIII Homework |

Direction: This part is for your after-class assignment. In this part you are required to do
two jobs, which may help you understand Beijing tourism culture better.

1. Choose one or two sightseeing spots of Beijing and introduce them in English or Chinese.
Make a video of your introduction and show it in the class.

2. Group work: Make an itinerary plan of a 5-day tour in Beijing in the form of PPT,
including the brief introduction to the attractions, the accommodation, shopping, transportation,
the total cost, etc. Each person will be required to present a part of it at class.

metropolis  [mr'trop(a)les] n. K& 4 connotation [kona'teif(a)n] n. K
mausoleum [imo:so'lizom] n. Z07% semicircular [isemi'ss:(r)kjula(r)] a. 2[R Y
Emperor Chengzu B i #H the Circular Mound Altar [& [+

astronomer [o'stronoma(r)] n. K3C2%  the Imperial Vault of Heaven 5% 5

the Purple Star (Polaris) Jtk & the Hall of Prayer for Good Harvest #74E %
the Purple Palace %55} horticulture ['ho:(r)tukaltfo(r)] ». [EZ:
reign [rem] vi Gtif; Zfd Longevity Hill Jj %1l -

palatial [po'letf()l] a. BB Kunming Lake B B

sacrificial [sakri'fif(o)l] a ZZ3FEH excavate [‘'ekskavert] v 154§



outpost ['autpaust] n. M

the Juyongguan Pass J& i 5¢ -

fort [fu(r)t] n BIE

invasion [m'verz(a)n] n AfF
nomadic [nou'madik] a. WEHH
tribe [tratb] »n. i

tampering ['temparm] a. 7L
gallop ['gzlop] v 7

archer 5 #ij

barrel-drain HE7K

moat [mout] . KT

erect [r'rekt] v WZSE

Yuan Taizu JC A4

alliance [a'larans] n. (4

vocal performance #KIE FE i
mime [mam] n. WFRIBH{ETEE
acrobatics [.zkra'batiks] n. Z%4%
Sheng 4= i

Dan H

Jing ¥, fAFR “KIER”
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Chou H.

claborate  [rlacborert] a ZZ4H), KELETHY
combat [kombzt] v #%3}

Xipi P4 iz

Erhuang — #

arias ['aria] n VERE

percussion [pa(r)kaf(a)n] n. FTii k2%
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laodan % H.

wudan # H
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qingyi # 4K

huadan £ E.
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