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Part II Reading

The Trouble with Television

[ A] Itis difficult to escape the influence of television. If you fit the statistical

averages, by the age of 20 you will have been exposed to at least 20,000 hours
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of television. You can add 10,000 hours for each decade you have lived after
the age of 20. The only things Americans do more than watch television are
work and sleep.

Calculate for a moment what could be done with even a part of those hours.
Five thousand hours, I am told, are what a typical college undergraduate
spends working on a bachelor’s degree. In 10,000 hours you could have learned
enough to become an astronomer or engineer. You could have learned several
languages fluently. If it appealed to you, you could be reading Homer in the
original Greek or Dostoyevsky in Russian. If it didn’t, you could have walked
around the world and written a book about it.

The trouble with television is that it discourages concentration. Almost
anything interesting and rewarding in life requires some constructive,
consistently applied effort. The dullest, the least gifted of us can achieve
things that seem miraculous to those who never concentrate on anything. But
Television encourages us to apply no effort. It sells us instant gratification. It
diverts us only to divert, to make the time pass without pain.

Television’s variety becomes a narcotic, nor a stimulus. Its serial,
kaleidoscopic exposures force us to follow its lead. The viewer is on a perpetual
guided tour: 30 minutes at the museum, 30 at the cathedral, 30 for a drink,
then back on the bus to the next attraction — except on television, typically,
the spans allotted arc on the order of minutes or seconds, and the chosen
delights are more often car crashes and people killing one another. In short, a
lot of television usurps one of the most precious of all human gifts, the ability
to focus your attention yourself, rather than just passively surrender it.
Capturing your attention and holding it is the prime motive of most television
programming and enhances its role as a profitable advertising vehicle.
Programmers live in constant fear of losing anyone’s attention — anyone’s.
The surest way to avoid doing so is to keep everything brief, not to strain the
attention of anyone but instead to provide constant stimulation through
variety, novelty, action and movement. Quite simply, television operates on
the appeal to the short attention span.

It is simply the easiest way out. But it has come to be regarded as a given, as
inherent in the medium itself; as an imperative, as though General Sarnoff, or
one of the other august pioneers of video, had bequeathed to us tablets of stone
commanding that nothing in television shall ever require more than a few

moments’ concentration.
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In its place that is fine. Who can quarrel with a medium that so brilliantly
packages escapist entertainment as a mass-marketing tool? But I see its values
now pervading this nation and its life. It has become fashionable to think that,
like fast food, fast ideas are the way to get to a fast-moving, impatient public.
In the case of news, this practice, in my view, results in inefficient
communication. I question how much of television’s nightly news effort is
really absorbable and understandable. Much of it is what has been aptly
described as “machine-gunning with scraps.” [ think the technique fights
coherence. I think it tends to make things ultimately boring and dismissible
(unless they are accompanied by horrifying pictures) because almost anything
is boring and dismissible if you know almost nothing about it.

I believe that TV’s appeal to the short attention span is not only inefficient
communication but decivilizing as well. Consider the casual assumptions that
television tends to cultivate: that complexity must be avoided, that visual
stimulation is a substitute for thought, that verbal precision is an anachronism.
It may be old-fashioned, but I was taught that thought is words, arranged in
grammatically precise.

There is a crisis of literacy in this country. One study estimates that some 30
million adult Americans are “functionally illiterate” and cannot read or write
well enough to answer the want ad or understand the instructions on a medicine
bottle.

Literacy may not be an inalienable human right, but it is one that the highly
literate Founding Fathers might not have found unreasonable or even
unattainable. We are not only attaining it as a nation, statistically speaking,
but we are falling further and further short of attaining it. And, while I would
not be so simplistic as to suggest that television is the cause, I believe it
contributes and is an influence.

Everything about this nation — the structure of the society, its forms of family
organization, its economy, its place in the world — has become more complex,
not less. Yet its dominating communications instrument, its principal form of
national linkage, is one that sells neat resolutions to human problems that
usually have no neat resolutions. It is all symbolized in my mind by the hugely
successful art form that television has made central to the culture, the
30-second commercial: the tiny drama of the earnest housewife who finds
happiness in choosing the right toothpaste.

When before in human history has so much humanity collectively surrendered
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so much of its leisure to one toy, one mass diversion? When before has virtually
an entire nation surrendered itself wholesale to a medium for selling?

Some years ago Yale University law professor Charles L. Black. Jr. wrote:
“... forced feeding on trivial fare is not itself a trivial matter” think this
society is being forced-fed with trivial fare, and I fear that the effects on our
habits of mind, our language, our tolerance for effort, and our appetite for
complexity are only dimly perceived.

If I am wrong, we will have done no harm to look at the issue skeptically and

critically, to consider how we should be residing it. I hope you will join with

me in doing so.

New Words
statistical adj. Geit i FEitA
astronomer n. RX¥K
miraculous adj. ANAL B, AT
gratification n. 6 A2 5 B
divert v. B i iR
narcotic n. (24 ] FRIEZY s SR A
stimulus n. R s Wh s R
kaleidoscopic adj. TATH)
perpetual adj . TKAHY s NWTHY
cathedral n. REE
usurp v. B3 RGN
surrender v. JF 5 3t B 5 J R
bequeath v. b4 FE (G P S
tablet n. I 5 {5
pervade V. K R
absorbable adj. TR 3 25 5 A
dismissible adj. W fff JRE 1
decivilize v. i 322% 3CH
anachronism n. AHRAS R A WL A S8

(To be continued)



(Continued)

inalienable adj. ANAT 43 FI ) 5 AT RIZF
simplistic adj. i 4R B Y

neat adj. RIGH ;AR

trivial adj. AN, B
appetite n. B BT

skeptically adv. PrEEt

Phrases and Expressions

appeal to Xif - PEAE IR B | 7 5 R0
regard as AR YER
quarrel with oo Wb Fl-- i

Proper Names

Homer fir B (i B R O

Dostoyeysky P B ZZ B R i B (R E /M 50
Yale University AR K2

Exercises

|. Reading-related Tasks

Task 1 Comprehension of the Text

Directions: In this section, you are going to read ten statements attached to the text.
Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Each paragraph is
marked with a letter. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived .

You may choose a paragraph more than once .

1. The structure of the society and its forms of family organization has become more
complex, not less.
2. According to the author the improper television operation in American society will

be likely to make things eventually boring and dismissible.
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3. The trouble with TV is that it distracts people’s attention but it encourages us to
apply no effort.

4. The author hopes you will join with her in doing so.

5. One study estimates that some 30 million adult Americans are *functionally
illiterate” and cannot read or write well enough.

6. In America, except sleep and work, people watch televisions more than anything else.

7. The author questions how much of television’s nightly news effort is really
absorbable and understandable.

8. The author believes that TV’s appeal to the short attention span is not only
inefficient communication but decivilizing as well.

9. From the passage we know that five hours of an average American spends are close
to that a typical college undergraduate spends working on a bachelor’s degree.

10. Capturing your attention enhances the role of television as a profitable advertising

vehicle.

Task 2 Blank Filling

Directions: In this section , there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to select
one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the
passage . Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in
the bank is identified by a letter. You may not use any of the words in the bank more

than once.

Questions 11 to 20 are based on the following passage.

In families with two working parents, fathers may have more impact on a child’s
language development than mothers, a new study suggests.

Researchers (11) 92 families from 11 child care centers before their
children were a year old, interviewing each to establish income, level of education and
child care arrangements. Overall, it was a group of well-educated midde-class
families, with married parents both living in the home.

When the children were 2, researchers videotaped them at home in free-play
sessions with both parents, (12) all of their speech. The study will appear in
the November issue of The Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology.

The scientists measured the (13) number of utterance of the parents, the
number of different words they used, the complexity of their sentences and other
(14) of their speech. On average, fathers spoke less than mothers did, but

they did not differ in the length of utterances or proportion of questions asked.



Finally, the researchers (15) the children’s speech at age 3, using a
standardized language test. The only predictors of high scores on the test were the
mother’s level of education, the (16) of child care and the number of
different words the father used.

The researchers are (17) why the father’s speech, and not the mother’s,
had an effect. “It’s well (18) that the mother’s language does have an
impact,” said Nadya Pancsofar, the lead author of the study. It could be that the high-
functioning mothers in the study had (19) had a strong influence on their

children’s speech development, Ms. Pancsofar said, “or it may be that mothers are

(20) in a way we didn’t measure in the study.”
A) already B) analyzed C) aspects D) characters
E) contributing F) describing G) established H) quality
D quoted J) recording K) recruited L) total
M) unconscious N) unsure O) yet

Task 3 Reading Comprehension
Directions: There is one passage in this section. The passage is followed by 5 questions .
For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should

decide on the best choice.

Telephone, television, radio, and the Internet help people communicate with
each other. Because of these devices, ideas and news of events spread quickly all over
the world. For example, within seconds, people can know the results of an election in
another country. An international football match comes into the homes of everyone
with a television set. News of a disaster, such as a flood, can bring help from distant
countries. Within hours, help is on the way. This is because modern technology
information travels fast.

How has this speed of communication changed the world? To many people, the
world has become smaller. Of course, this does not mean that the world is actually
physically smaller. It means that the world seems smaller. Two hundred years ago,
communication between the continents took a long time. All news was carried on ships
that took weeks or months for news from Europe to reach the Americas. This time
difference influenced people’s actions. For example, a few battles in the war of 1812

between England and the United States could have been avoided. A peace agreement
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had already been signed. Peace was made in England, but the news of peace took six
weeks to reach America. During these six weeks, the large and serious battle of New
Orleans was fought. Many people lost their lives after a peace treaty had been signed.
They would not have died if news had come in time. In the past, communication took
much more time than it does now. There was a good reason why the world seemed so

much larger than it does today.

21. News spreads fast because of
A) modern transportation B) new technology

C) the changes of the world D) a peace agreement

22. According to this passage, is very important to people in a disaster area.
A) fast communication B) modern technology
C) the news D) new ideas

23. Which of the following statements is true based on the text?
A) The world now seems smaller because of faster communication.
B) The world is actually smaller today.
C) The world is changing in size.
D) The distance between England and America has changed since the war of 1812.
24. Two hundred years ago, news between the continents was carried
A) by telephone  B) by land C) by air D) by sea
25. The New Orleans battle could have been avoided if the peace agreement had been
signed
A) by both sides  B) in time C) in America D) in England

Il. Translation

Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to translate a passage from

Chinese into English .

RIOBFRAETT BRI AU PSR B R, LR T EHRARE L&,
R 5 A ™ (heritage) 2 —, R PR KMRIE. HAERN EOME, RS
HAE) SR Fnbkms R EEAAE R, KIRIAFRRIEA RS AL, It/ GR IR K I
R4 M R IX, 2 B (Ming Dynasty) K AR MER — B SRS R A
TS M SR .

. Writing

Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write an essay commenting on



the remark *“ The Consumption of Luxury Products” You can cite some examples to
illustrate your point. You should write at least 120 words but no more than 180 words

following the outline given below .

1. BREANEWRLLIE EE M
2. 4y BOX PR B 1 R R
3. BEHOKHMWA

Part II1 Listening Comprehension

Activity 1 Understanding Short Conversations

New Words and Expressions

field trip (5 4) 5 3% KR AT turn around #% %) & 7 &
show up 55 ; 45 5% get in touch with 5B % ; fo-- 25 %
sculpture n. & v. B ; Al atmosphere n. A5;E 4

<
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Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations. At the end of each
conversation , one question will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation
and the question will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause .
During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and
decide which is the best answer .

1. A) The woman should explain to her professor.
B) The woman deserves a zero for the field trip.
C) The woman is right to be angry with her professor.
D) The woman should have gone on the field trip.
2. A) Ask for direction. B) Try a different route.
C) Go back for the map. D) Cancel their trip.
3. A) He is happy to share dessert with the woman.
B) He didn’t know what time to have lunch.
C) He expected the traffic to be bad.
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