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Preface

The subject of this book reflects new developments mainly by the
author himself in company with cooperators most of them his former
and present graduate students on the foundation established in Liu,
Y.P.[33-34]. The central idea is to extract suitable parts of a”topo-
logical object such as a graph not necessary to be with symmetry, as
linear spaces which are all with symmetry for exploiting global proper-
ties in construction of the object. This is a way of combinatorizations
and further algebraications of an object via relationship among their
subspaces.

Graphs are dealt with three vector spaces over GF(2), the finite
field of order 2, generated by 0(dimensional)-cells, 1(dimensional)-cells
and 2(dimensional)-cells. The first two spaces were known from, e.g.,
Lefschetz, S.[2] by taking O-cells and 1-cells as, respectively, vertices
and edges. Of course, a graph is only a 1-complex without 2-cells.

Since the fifties of last century, in Wu, W.J.[1] and Tutte, W.T.[4,
16], the chain groups generated by 0-cells and 1-cells over, respectively,
GF(2) and the real field were independently used for describing a
graph. And they both then after ten years adopted nonadjacent pair
of edges as a 2-cell for which the cohomology on a graph was allowed
to be established.

Their results especially in Wu, W.J.[1-6] enabled the present au-
thor to create a number of types of planarity auxiliary graphs induced
from the graph considered for the study of the efficiency of theorems
in Liu, Y.P.[1,2,19,22,42] as one approach. Another approach can be
seen in Liu, Y.P.[23-25,43].

More interestingly, two decades later than Liu, Y.P.[1], in Archdea-
con, D. and J. Siran[l] a theta graph(network) was used for charac-
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terizing the planarity of a given graph. The theta graph can be seen
to be a type of planarity auxiliary graph(network) because our pla-
narity auxiliary graphs are subgraphs of the theta graph. However, in
virtue of the order of theta network upper bounded by an exponential
function of the size of given graph and that of planarity auxiliary net-
work by a quadratic polynomial of the size of given graph, theorems
deduced from a theta network are all without efficiency while those
from a planarity auxiliary network are all with efficiency.

The effects of planarity auxiliary graphs are reflected in Chapters
8, 10, 11, 12 and 13 with a number of extensions.

On the other hand, in Liu, Y.P.[31] a graph was dealt with a set
of polyhedra via double covering the edge set by travels under certain
condition so that travels were treated as 2-cells. These enable us
to discover homology and another type of cohomology for showing
the sufficiency of Eulerian necessary condition in this circumstance.
Further, all the results for the planarity of a graph in Whitney, H.[7]
on the duality, MacLane, S.[1-2] on a circuit basis and Lefschetz, S.[1]
on a circuit double covering have a universal view in this way. In fact,
our polyhedra are all on such surfaces, i.e., 2-dimensional compact
manifolds without boundary. If a boundary is allowed on a surface,
the Eulerian necessary condition is not always sufficient in general.
Some person used to have missing the boundary condition in Abrams,
L. and C.D. Slilaty([1].

The effects of this theoretical thinking are reflected in Chapters
4,5,7 and 14.

Because of the clarification of the joint tree model of a polyhedron
in Liu, Y.P.[35-36] by the present author recently on the basis of Liu,
Y.P.[8-9], we are allowed to write a chapter for brief description of
the theories of surfaces and polyhedra each in Chapters 2 and 3 with
related topics in Chapters 6, 9 and 15.

Although quotient embeddings(current graph and its dual voltage
graph) were quite active in constructing an embedding of a graph on
a surface with its genus minimum in a period of decades, this book
has no space for them. One reason is that some books have mentioned
them such as in White, A.T'.[1], Ringel, G.[3] and Liu, Y.P.[33-34], etc.
Another reason is that only graphs with higher symmetry are suitable
for quotient embeddings, or for employing the covering space method
whence this book is for general graphs without such a limitation of
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symmetry.

In spite of refinements and simplifications for known results, this
book still contains a number of new results such as in §5.2, the suffi-
ciency in the proof of Theorem 5.2.1, §9.4, §11.3-4, §13.1-2, §13.4-5
etc., only name a few. Researches were partially supported by NNSF
in China under Grants No.60373030 and No.10571013.

Y. P. Liu
Beijing
December 2007
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Chapter 1

Preliminaries

Throughout for the sake of brevity, the usual logical conventions
are adopted: disjunction, conjunction, negation, implication, equiva-
lence, universal quantification and existential quantification denoted,
respectively, by the familiar symbols:V, A, -, =, <, V and 3. And,
8z.y is for the section y in Chapter z.

In the context, (i.5.k) refers to item k of section j in chapter i.

A reference [k] refers to item k of the corresponding author(s) in the
bibliography where k is a positive integer to distinguish publications
of the same author(s).

1.1 Sets and relations

A set is a collection of objects with some common property which
might be numbers, points, symbols, letters or whatever even sets ex-
cept itself to avoid paradoxes. The objects are said to be elements of
the set. We always denote elements by italic lower letters and sets by
capital ones. The statement “ zis (is not) an element of M’ is written
as z € M(z ¢ M). A set is often characterized by a property. For
example

M = {z | = < 4, positive integer } = {1,2,3,4}.

The cardinality of a set M (or the number of elements of M if finite)
is denoted by | M |.

Let A, B be two sets. If (Va) (@ € A = a € B), then A is said
to be a subset of B which is denoted by A C B. Further, we may
define the three main operations: union, intersection and subtraction



