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As a member of the grand national family of China, Kazak in China is distributed mainly in 1Ili,
Altay and Tacheng of Xinjiang Ili Kazak Autonomous Prefecture. Besides, some of them live in U-
rumqi, Changji, Kuitun, Shihezi. Fukang, Miquan and Karamay cities as well as Urumqi, Mori,
Qitay, Jimusar, Hutubi, Manas, Jinghe, Barkol and Tuokexun counties, some are located in Aksay
Kazak Autonomous County of Gansu Province.

The land in which Kazak people live is endowed with favorable entironment and rich natural re-
sources. Highly rising into the clouds,” snow — capped Tianshan, Altay and Taerbahatae mountains are
covered with flourishing virgin forests. The snow — melt converge to make rivers, large or small, such
as Ertix, Ili, Emin, Wulungu, Manas, etc. The rivers flow freely to moisten the wide land, divide
desert with pieces of oases and form numberless nectareous clear lakes. With their nourishment, all
plants grow up with greal vitality. Under the protection of these rivers, forests and plants, rare wild
anmials like snow leopard, brown bear, wild donkey, elc, multiply and live here, making here a
paradise of wild animals.

Junggar Basin is known as a cornucopia and has large mineral reserves of oil, coal. iron, gem,
gold. silver., copper. tin. lead, diamond, uranium. nickel, sulfur, mica etc. Moreover., enjoying a
high reputation of Gold Mine, the Altay Mountains is teemed with gold mines in its numerous gullies
and valleys. On the western brim of Junggar Basin stands famous oil ¢ity of Karamay while the valley of
Ili River on the southern edge of the Tianshan Mountains is regarded as a granary and the homeland of
famous Ili heavenly horse and fine wool sheep. Other seasoned fine breeds here include Altay big — tail
sheep. Taerbahatae brown cattle, Bashbay sheep. Barkol camel. Bogda fine hair goat, etc.

Kazak is a diligent. brave. virtuous and wise ethnic group with a long history and brilliant cul -
ture. They preserve, absorb, inherit and is still developing the grassland culture of long standing. The
northern route of famous Silk Road went throuth the Junggar Basin along the northern foot of the
Tianshan Mountains, and turned into a grand passage. e. g. the Grassland Silk Road, through which
easl and west cultures exchanged with each other during long years.

During past 50 years, Kazak people have devoted themselves to the cause of socialist modern-
ization of the country and gained remarkable development and great progress in the fields of economy,
politics, education. sciences and technology. public health, ete. Along with the elevation of life level
and the improvement of economic condition, Kazak people” s thought and notion and their ways of
production and life have greatly changed. Today. for further advancement of all social development
undertakings and rapid transform of natural advantage to economic advantage. for much more thrive and
prosperity of our great country. Kazak people. together with all ethnic groups in China. are striving for

a better future.
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