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Introduction

Generalizations about South Africa would be
dangerous. In such a country, with eleven official
languages, nine major Black African tribes, two major
White tribes, and a host of other peoples, as well as
a representation of all the world’s major religions,
who would dare generalize? In such a country, where
there is major gender inequality, yet where the Deputy
President and a third of the Cabinet are women, where
there are very, very rich, and very, very poor, of all
races, who would dare generalize? In fact, forget just
about everything you have ever heard about South
Africa. There are a lot of surprises here.

South Africa has been described as a “World in
One Country” and a “Rainbow Nation™; but is the
curate’s egg’ all good, all bad, or good and bad in parts?
For years the rest of the world willed South Africa to
implode?, yet after a remarkably troubled time, when
it looked as though civil war were the only route left, a
new South Africa emerged, a South Africa with one of
the most liberal and comprehensive constitutions in the
world, a South Africa with a will to survive as a united

nation, a South Africa with hope.



