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Preface

NG >

This book is designed to be the first placed in the
child’s hands when he enters school. It is carefully arranged
so that it can be used with equal success by all teachers,
whether they adopt the sentence method, the word method,
or the phonic method. In this way it is equally well adapted
to graded schools where the entire time of the teacher is
devoted to the class studying it, and to upgraded schools
where one teacher must do all the work of six or more
grades.

Every lesson is a simple, closely connected story, and in
itself makes complete sense. For the first thirty-eight pages
these stories have been prepared for this book; from that
point on, every one, except review lessons, is a recognized
classic for children. All educational authorities agree that
this is desirable.

The words used are selected from the home vocabulary
of the child, and no word is ever used in the reading exercise
unless it has been first placed in the list at the head of the
lesson.



At frequent intervals through the book review lessons
are given in which words previously learned are presented in
new combinations.

The illustrations in black and white are simple pictures
which suggest only the thought involved in the lesson they
illustrate, thus conforming to modern pedagogical views on
this point.

Our thanks are due to Messrs. Houghton, Mifflin & Co.
for permission to use the poem “The Little Bird,” by Joel
Chandler Harris.
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