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Preface Two

The cooperation with Professor Sato Research Team dated from a research subject carried out in the side
of Hangzhou canal in 2007 and a derived interesting four schools’ joint workshop. At that time, they were
planning to carry out a series of investigation and research about the living environment and the community
in Shanghai. Moreover, they were successfully funded by Japanese Ministry of Education in 2008, with
the subject named Participatory Research Method of Chinese Community Regional Improvement 2008 to 2010. The
main research work of the first phase of this plan is mainly carried out surrounding Shanghai. Meanwhile,
because there are similarities in the aspect of high density community living environment between Hangzhou
and Shanghai and they have the uniqueness in both urban development venation and natural environment,
in the second half of the research, it naturally brings Hangzhou into the case system and it was successfully
subsidized in the second phase, which is the China Community Participation and Self-Discipline Improvement
Based on the Optional Community Space Management of 2011 to 2013. The second phase mainly gives priority to
the investigation and research of Hangzhou. This book can be taken as the brief summary to the second phase’ s
research work.

In Japan, community planning and citizen participation have been implemented for many years, which
has formed a whole set of relative mature system, method and tool. We hope that these methods and tools
can form the beneficial help for China’s current community planning and construction work. Meanwhile,
we also noticed that because of the important difference between China and Japan in the community
organization form, economic development level and urban construction phase, the study and research to the
experience and technology from the Japanese community planning need to be closely combined with our local
conditions, which requires the detailed investigation and the prudent case analysis. From the initial research
of 2008 to 2013, we carried out the field research and analysis work in three sites of Wangjiang, lakeside

and Ziyang in Shangcheng District with the Japanese team, and ultimately we chose a traditional residential



courtyard of Ziyang Sub-District to carry out the residents participating historical site community gradual
renewal workshop, which is a significance step. Chinese teachers and students participated in this work for
the whole process. And for students, these experiences are the brand new subjects which can’t be learned
in the school courses. This period working together with the Japanese teachers and students has become their
unforgettable experience.

Lastly, I want to thank professor Sato and Uchida teacher for providing us with this research
opportunity, thank Dr. Zhao Chenggqi’ s coordination and hard work, thank the full support of Dean Xubo
and Dr. Zhangjia of Zhejiang University City College to the workshop, and thank the active participation of

Chinese and Japanese students.

2015.1
Zhejiang University Prof. Cheng Hua
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Course Introduction

Under the development trend of the current “inventory and reduction plan” in China, the urban
construction will inevitably move from demolishing and rebuilding to the existing environment’ s sustainable
renewal. There is the awe of the law, and what more importantly is people consciousness’ change. The
residence is the main component content of the city, and the high density community update will become
the inevitable topic which shall be prudently treated of every city, and it is related to the social stability
and the respect of human rights. The previous round of old city reconstruction was almost carried out based
on destroying the city’ s existing texture, and a series of urban problems brought by this kind of simple
and extensive way are denounced by people. The arisen “organic renewal” and other nouns show that the
relative mature concept of “gradual renewal” carried out by the western society possesses has the possibility
of introducing into the domestic urban community update.

This course is the start of high density community gradual renewal series planning and design course.
The selection site is located in Hangzhou Southern Song Dynasty Emperor City Ruins Reserve, which aims
at discussing how to change the concept of “gradual renewal” to regional method within the “historic
preservation”  ( the physical form constant area which is legally binding ) , thus to explore its internal
residential unit and community sustainable development path through practice.

The course includes two stages of content of the early survey and the field work conference. In the early

research stage, teachers and students of Sato laboratory in Waseda University united with the teachers of
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