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Abstract

In contrast to other cities within the whole nation, the feature and importance
of Shanghai depend on its transcendence over local characteristics. Shanghai has
always been regarded as a great sample to represent China and a significant object
to observe China. However, the contemporary Shanghai literature circles are
somehow inferior to the past for its literary response to the story of Shanghai
modernization. Fortunately, it has been improved to a certain degree due to the fact
that the writing of contemporary Shanghai such as Crowds of Flowers by Jin Yucheng
and Morning Glow by Wu Liang appearing within the past few years. If literary
work is believed as the production of personal memories, it will be obvious that
such kinds of works deal more with the writers’ personal life experiences which can
be called the “obvious memory literature” instead. Since such kinds of works
mainly concern the people’s ordinary life in Shanghai, it not only bears the literary
value but also the notable “historical value”. Such kinds of works are constructing
the contemporary social life history in the way of literature from this point of view.

The differences between the “obvious memory literature” and the traditional
historical writing lie on the following facts. Firstly, compared with the serious and
fusty historical writing, the “obvious memory literature” tends to have a more close
affinity. Secondly, in contrast with the historical writing which is relatively weak in
“social life history” , the “obvious memory literature” is concerned with ordinary
people’s daily life. Thirdly, compared with the overlook-oriented historical writing,
the “obvious memory novels” focus on the “close look”. Thus, the characteristics

and values of the literature’s participation in the construction of social life history
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can be seen by contrast.

It focuses on the phenomenon of “obvious memory literature” in Shanghai to
construct the social life history of Shanghai in recent years. It consists of three
parts. One is the writing of Shanghai. A number of important writers such as Jin
Yucheng, Wu Liang, Xia Shang, Xu Jinjiang as well as some foreign writers who
have travelled to Shanghai, have been invited to discuss about their writings and
impressions of Shanghai. The second is Shanghai literature in the eyes of critics.
Significant critics such as Zhang Hongsheng, Yang Yang, Zeng Jun, Cheng Depei,
Li Er and Ge Fei have been invited to summarize Shanghai experience in theory and
to comment on literary works. The last is the historical resources of writing of
Shanghai. The year 2016 is the 135th anniversary of the birth of and the 80th
anniversary of the death of Lu Xun. Zhou Lingfei, and the eldest grandson of Lu
Xun, Zhang Mengyang, Wangxirong have been invited to discuss the relationship
among Lu Xun, his works and Shanghai. The year 2016 is also the 120th
anniversary of the birth of Mao Dun and the 100th anniversary of his arrival in
Shanghai. Kong Haizhu, the niece of Mao Dun, Chen Sihe, Chen Jianhua and
Zheng Dasheng have been invited to discuss the relationship Among Mao Dun, his
works and Shanghai.

As an annual report, it also presents a brief scan as well as the analyses over
the folk poetry society, translated literature, literature and art theory and great

works of the year.
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