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Unit One
Words and Phrases

- Lead-in Question

® How many words do you know and how many words can you use in your writing

- practice?

Learning Objectives

After learning this unit, you will be able to:

1. know the correct usages of words;
2. learn the distinction of similar words; and,

3. master the types of phrases.

Generally speaking, a Chinese university student has a vocabulary of about 5,000 words,
but to write an article of several hundred words is a great difficulty for him/her. One reason is that
most of the words in his/her mind are passive words ( words that can only be recognized in reading
and listening but not used in writing). Another reason for this phenomenon is that overemphasis is
put on the quantity of the remembered words, the detailed and thorough understanding of which is
ignored. So in practice, words cannot be used properly.

In the preface of The Right Word at the Right Time, the author says, “using the right words
at the right time is rather like wearing appropriate clothing for the occasion; It is a courtesy to oth-
ers, and a favor to yourself—a matter of presenting yourself well in the eyes of the world. ”''' This
unit will mainly explain how to use right words at the right time, i. e., the aspects that an excel-
lent learner should know about a word.

In order to use words correctly, the differences between Chinese and English words cannot be
ignored. The clear distinction between Chinese and English words mainly lies in word form and

cultural connotation. Since the differences in form are grammatical and have been learned in the

[1] Safire William. The Right Word in the Right Place at the Right Time [ M]. Simon & Schuster, 2004.
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initial period of English study, the focus of this part will be on the cultural connotations of words.

In Chinese and English, because of the differences in cultural background, the same word
or thing may represent different cultural connotations. Lion is the king of animals in English cul-
ture and represents “bravery” and “stateliness”. The English people take lion as the symbol of
their country. The “British Lion” is used to refer to England. And in English, there are a lot of
idioms related with lion. However, in Chinese, tiger is the king of the animals and is used to re-
present “bravery” and “courage”. So when the English idioms with lion are translated into Chi-
nese, the “lion” should be changed to “tiger”, so “play oneself in the lion’s mouth (& & g
7¢)”, “come in like a lion and go out like a lamb ( fE3ki#gE)”, “like a key in a lion hide
(JNBLEEL) ", “a lion in the way (F=EE) ", etc.

Another example is the animal dragon. In Chinese, dragon is respected and is the symbol of
the king. However, in the west, dragon is an evil animal. Also, owl is the symbol of wisdom in
English but the omen of bad news in Chinese.

These kinds of words are numerous in English. The writer should be very careful in using

them. Otherwise, serious misunderstanding may occur.

1. 1 Correct Uses of Words

To use words correctly means to be grammatically correct in word usage, which mainly in-
cludes accidence (iA]#%), collocation and tenses. Since this is a writing book instead of a gram-
matical one, we will mainly introduce the aspects in which the Chinese students tend to make mis-

take.
1. 1. 1 The singular and plural forms of a special group of nouns

Here we do not intend to explain the grammatical rules for the change of the word forms, but
instead focus on a special group of nouns. These nouns can be both countable and uncountable,
and have different meanings.in-these two cases. The writer should be very careful in using this
kind of noun.

Read the following sentences and pay attention to the meanings and forms of the boldfaced

nounmn.

(D Furniture made of wood is good for health. AJRZK A 5fMH., (wood: A#)
@ He lived in a wood and depended on himself. {7 — /MK E, BLAE L,
(wood: H#k, FRHK, Hhith)



Unit One Words and Phrases

(D The copper wires are good conductors. 44k BT 544k, (copper: $&)
@ He has collected more than one hundred valuable coppers from the country. i AAEA

HREET —a LT, (copper. )

(D The sole of the shoe is made of rubber. £ B2 MK, (rubber: #EE) .
) Please erase the mistakes with a rubber. & % Bz #E st {R A4 /7 . (rubber. )

g S
i

(D They are demanding equal rights and justice. ftbfi]7EE K F%MMFIFMAIE. (jus-
tice: ZAIE)
@ He is a Justice in the Supreme Court. 2 HEEERMIEE. (justice: *E)

(D He has been a talented musician in his youth. fi4EREBA F &KX A ., (youth: B
BHHA)

(@ The fight was started by a gang of youths. X377} 2 —(kFEHERM. (youth.
BEETF)

(D The frying pan is made of brass. #/~AURE &Y, (brass: #HH)

2 He likes a brass more than the other musical instruments. 15 VA4 5 A% ot =5 W =
flu’k#%. (brass: fAERF)

1. 1. 2 Abstract nouns

Abstract nouns in English may derive from adjectives or verbs. They form a very important
part in English, a language which puts much emphasis on nouns. Read the following sentences

and pay attention to the use of abstract nouns in them.

@Q&m

Ambitious people usually have very high aims, but their ambition will be changed to de-
spair when they are bogged down in difficulties. HE.Ov@hZh M B H A AR EH Hin, (HEY
B A RISERT, ] i R 5 28 e 2

He is a cautious man and does everything with great caution. fth2—EEA A, 4
#AND o



reject—rejection

The boss rejected the clerks’ demand for a raise of salary, but didn’t expect that his rejec-

tion led to the final strike. EARIEH TR TINF AR, (HEBEAEIIMMIEL FE TR
JERET,

intend—intention

[ intend to give you a lesson, but it is not my intention to quarrel with you. FRFTH LA/
20, HEMRVIIFARIRE H .

grateful—gratitude

[ am very grateful to your kindness, and my gratitude is beyond words. ‘f"ﬁ!ﬁ_’ﬁ]ﬂa‘ 1R B -
B, HBRBICUE%. '

In a broad sense, abstract nouns are mostly uncountable or can only be used in singular
forms. The writer should pay special attention to this point, especially when the abstract noun

serves as a subject.
1. 1. 3 Collective nouns

When collective nouns serve as the subject, the verb can be in plural or singular form. When
the collective noun emphasizes the concept of “the whole” , the verb should be in singular form.
When the collective noun refers to the members of the collectivity, the verb should be in plural

form

T4
Staff
(D The diligent staff are all working hard to display their spirit. AREf #5689 A B S S ER
AT TR
) The nursing staff was sent to the frontier. 244+ #BHEIRE T RIZE .
. Family -
(D The family is a happy one. XJ&— 1 EMIIFEE.
) The family are all very fat. 3% /~%¢ 9 A AERIRRE,
Crew
(D The crew were all hurt. 24K A BERZ45 T .
(2 The crew was praised by the chairman. £&HIAHZF T EMHEHEG.
1. 1.4 Synonyms |

In English, there are abundant synonyms. Proper use of synonyms can avoid unnecessary



