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News report on inter-religious dispute. framing analysis of Chinese-,
English-, and Malay-language newspapers in Malaysia

Abstract; This study aims to conduct a framing analysis of the coverage of the biggest inter-religious
dispute in Malaysia to date—the “Allah” dispute. Specifically, the study compares the coverage of
Chinese-, English-, and Malay-language newspapers and assesses the factors that lead to
differences in framing building. The findings showed that these newspapers reported the dispute with
different degrees of intensity and prominence. Sin Chew was the most vocal in its coverage, which
reflected a counter-hegemonic discourse. The Star used a moderate approach, while Utusan strongly
supported the status quo.

Key words: framing inter-religious conflict Allah dispute
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