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Red Mansions around Smoky and Raining Jiankang with the Sentimental Stories
—Nanjing Landscape in the Wei, Jin and Southern and Northern Dynasties

Yao Yifeng
(Cultivation & Construction Point of National Key Laboratory on Geographical Environment Evolution,

College of Geography Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing,210023)

Abstract: There were three centuries’ wars and conflicts during the Wei, Jin and
Southern and Northern Dynasties (229-589A.D). Jiankang (the present Nanjing), as the
capital at that time and the representative of the Chinese culture, gave birth to natural
aesthetic garden based on landscape poetry which integrated the natural landscape into
urban construction, and occupied a glorious chapter in the history of China. Artists and
scholars had always focused on the natural landscape as the pursuit of the realm of life,
not seeking the magnificent scenery from the landscape, but quietness, elegance and
seclusion. Xuanwu (Black Dragon) Lake was once the imperial garden with palaces,
myth islands and hunting places, in which the landscape faces the Purple Mountain and
the lake. At this moment the city created a new era of the development of garden are in
Chinese history.

Key words: Wei, Jin and Southern and Northern Dynasties; Nanjing landscape;
Natural Garden; Xuanwu(Black Dragon) Lake
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