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Dear Chinese readers,

[ am very pleased that the latest version of “The Double Helix" is soon going to be
published in China. This book was mostly about the stories of how Francis and I
discovered the Double Helix more than 60 years ago. 1 hope Chinese readers will be
able to experience the joy and excitement as well as frustration that Francis and 1
felt while reading this book.

The completion of the Human Genome Project (HGP) is yet another giant step after
the discovery of the Double Helix. The deciphering of the entire genetic code is the
first time in the history of human civilization that we, namely the most intelligent
species on Earth, are able to understand fundamentally and precisely the nature of
life. If the discovery of the Double Helix were equivalent to the understanding of a
brick, of which millions made the Great Wall, then the HGP would be equal to
counting all the bricks that made the Wall. But our job does not stop here.

What is most important for all of us is we will have to figure out profoundly
interesting questions such as what is the overall structure of the Wall? How does the
entire Wall function? How were the bricks arranged to make the Wall? What is the
function of each Wall segment? How do they work together? I believe the answers
to these questions will have huge implications not only to the scientific world, but
also more importantly to the entire human race. After tackling these questions, the
future will be simply beyond our imagination. Cancer will no longer be a lethal
disease, the difference within human beings will be better understood and
appreciated, and extreme longevity will no longer be rare.

Like the Human Genome Project that was accomplished through close international
collaboration, including Chinese scientists, the post-genomic endeavor will require
even more international joint efforts and will take much more time. I look forward
to China, with its many remarkable talents, great economic ingenuity, and brilliant
cultural heritage to assume an even more important role in this challenge.

= \iaws"\) \A!(/

James D. Watson, PhD
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