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Introduction

Landlocked Botswana is a country of contrasts.
More than 80 percent is referred to as a desert—
the Kalahari Desert'—yet it is not a desert at
all. Despite the endless distances of thorn tree
and scrub, the red sand of the Kalahari contains
substantial woodland and other vegetation, and
conceals boundless wealth in the form of coal,
methane, copper, and diamonds: Botswana 1s the
world’s biggest producer of gemstones.

There are no rivers, and no lakes—yet there is
the Okavango Delta’, said to be the largest inland
river delta in the world.

In a world where one measure of national
wealth 1s the time for which a country can afford
foreign imports out of reserves (usually two to three
months), Botswana’s time is measured in years. It
is also true that the gap between rich and poor is
growing ever wider, so the visitor will encounter
obvious examples of both wealth and poverty:
expensive cars and big houses, excellent roads and
modern buildings, yet high unemployment and rural
villages with dwellings built traditionally, of natural
materials, without sanitation, electricity, or water.

Culturally, the people are overwhelmingly



