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Ryan Bishop is Professor of Global Art
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Art, University of Southampton. He
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Contemporary Military Technology
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English at Princeton University. He
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and his current research interests
involve the relationship of biblical
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Research Professor at UC Irvine. He
taught at Yale University for fourteen
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It, Theory Now and Then and Literature
as Conduct: Speech Acts in Henry
James.

Bruce Robbins is Old Dominion
Foundation Professor at Columbia
University. He specializes in fiction,
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most recent book is Perpetual War:
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Violence.

James Simpson is Donald P. and
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Abstract: This is an academic interview with Mr. Cheng Zhaoxiang, an
eminent scholar of western literature in China and a distinguished professor of
Beijing University. Professor Cheng says in the interview that literary research

should make some influence on contemporary world, for it belongs to
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humanities, which should be relevant to reality in order to avoid the tendency
of Fundamentalism. He further elaborates on the close relationship between
literary theory and cultural studies, and proposes some thoughts on the
prospect for 21* century literature based on the notion that interdisciplinary
study brings new fields and academic patterns. Professor Cheng also shares his
opinion on teacher-student relation, academic democracy and the
responsibility of scholars during the interview.

Key words: humanities; multiculturalism; Fundamentalism; interdisciplinary

study; academic democracy
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