Timeless Appeal
of Ou Porcelain Wazes
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Ou Porcelain Wares

Wenzhou city was called Ou or Eastern Ou in ancient times. Ou was derived from the
Chinese word Wa, or clay tile, and people from Ou were skilled at making earthenware, There
were some 200 celadon kiln relics found along the Ou River Basin, hence the Ou Porcelain
Ware. “The best tea utensils were found in Eastern Ou,” was among the verses in Du Yu's
famous writings of tea culture back in Western Jin Dynasty (265—316 A.D.). It is the earliest
account about the origin of porcelain in the .existing literature in China, and Ou Porcelain has
enjoyed a high reputation in the history of China’ s porcelain evolution.

As early as Neolithic Period five to six thousand years ago, the people of Ou had thrived
in the Ou area, making stoneware, jade wares and pottéries. During Xia and Shang Dynasties,
pottery craftsmen started firing of stamped ornamentation pottery jar and black—glazed proto—
porcelain. From late Western Zhou Dynasty to Western Han Dynasty, thanks to the great socio—
economic development, extensive firing of black—glazed proto—porcelains and proto—celadon
had been practiced. During late Eastern Han Dynasty, firing of porcelain in real sense began in
Wenzhou, which became one of the important origins of porcelain ware production in China. Ou
Porcelains during the Six Dynasties (222—589 A.D.) reached its first artistic apex in history
for its celebrated craftsmanship in making faint—colored and brown porcelains. Ou Porcelain
continued its relentless innovation in glaze color and craftsmanship during the Tang and Five
Dynasties, which marked its second prime period in history. Some of the upscale porcelain at
this period could be comparable to the legendary ST color porcelain. During Northern Song
Dynasty (960—1127 A.D.), thanks to the flourishing trade along the Maritime Silk Road, Ou
pottery and porcelain interacted and combined with overseas styles in a bold and creative way.
Innovation in porcelain design, graphic perfection and the use of words on brown—colored
craftsmanship had led to extensive export of Ou Porcelain to overseas market, which has been
regarded as another peak of Ou Kiln’s development. With the rising of Long Quan Celadon, Ou

Kiln gradually declined after Southern Song Dynasty.
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